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to 

I 

H£R ROYAL HIGHNESS, 

PRINCESS SOPHIA. 



MaBAM) 

I FEEL inexpressible satisfaction in being allowed to 
present to a Princess of your distinguished humanity, and 
sweetness of disposition, this little Work : not merely on 
account of the honour it reflects on myself (of which I am 
very sensible) but from the persuasion that your Patro*^ 
nage will give weight to the Lessons I now attempt to 
teach, and your Example enforce the practice of them. 

I do not mean to flatter you, Madam, nor would I on 
any account suggest to your mind an idea unsuitable to 
your tender years ; therefore give me leave to add, that 
you must consider yourself as indebted for this good dis- 
position, in the first place to Divine Providence, and in 
the next to the excellent education which it is your hap* 
piness to receive. 

If you continue to avail yourself of these advantages 
you will be a blessing to your Royal Parents, and an 
ornament to your country ; and, from your elevated sta- 
tion, will be enabled to do much good in the world, by ex- 
citing the emulation of others, of inferior ranks, to imitate 
your virtues. / 
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IV 

That these virtues may increase with your^ growing 
years, and that the anniversary of this day may, to the end 
of life, afford you a comfoi'table retrospect on the time 
that has passed, is the fervent wish of, 

Madam, 
Your Royal Highness's 
Most obliged, and 

Most obedietit Servant, 

SARAH TRIMMER. 



November 3, 1785. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



It certainly comes within the compass of Chriiiian 
benevolence to shew compassion to the Animal Creation ; 
and a. good mind naturally inclines to do so. But as, 
through an erroneous education, or had example, many 
children contract hahits of tormenting inferior creatures, 
before they are conscious of giving them pain ; or fall 
into the contrary fault of immoderate tenderness to them ; 
it is hoped that an attempt to point out the line of con- 
duct, which ought to regulate the actions of human beings 
towards those over whom the Supreme Governor has 
given them dominion, will not be thought a useless under* 
taking ; and that the mode of conveying instruction on 
this subject, which the Author of the following sheets has 
adopted, will engage the attention of young minds, and 
fNTOTe instrumental to the happiness of many an innocent 
aaixnaL 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Many young readers, doubtless, remember to ■ have 
met with a book which givea an accouot .of a little boy 
named Henry, and his sister Charlotte*, whose mamma, 
when she indulged them with walking in the fields and 
gardens, taught them to take particular notice of every 
object that presented itself to their view. The conse* 
qnfince of this was, that they contracted a great fondness 
for animals ; and used often to express a wish that tbeiv 
birds, cats, dogs, &c. could talkj that they n^ight. hold 
conversations with them. Their mamma, therefore, to 
amuse them, composed the following Fabulous Histories ; 
in which the sentiments and affections of a good father 
and mother, and a family of children, are supposed to be 
possessed by a nest of Redbfeiuis ; and others of the fea- 
thered race are, by thie force of iniaginatioo, endued with 
the same faculties : but before Henry and CharlQttQ 
began to read these Histories, th^y were taught to con-* 
sider them, not as containing the real conversations of 
birds, (for that is impossible we should ever understand), 
but as a series of Fables, intended to convey moral in- 
struction applicable to themselves, at the same time that 
they excite compassion and tenderness for those ^iterest* 
ing and delightful creatures, on which such wau^n ejcu-^ 
elties are frequently inflicted, and recommend univers/fl 
benevolence. 

' Having given this account of the origin of the following 
little work, the .Author will no longer detain her young 
readers from the perusal of it, as she flatters herself they 
will find ample instruction respecting the proper treatment 
of animals, in the course of her Fabulous Histories, which 
now invite their attention. 

• See the Author's Introdttction to the Knowledge of Nature. 



FABULOUS HISTORIES. 



CHAPTER I. 

In a hole which time had made in a wall corered 
with ivy, a pair of redbreasts built their nest. No 
place could have been better chosen for the purpoi^e ; 
it was sheltered from the rain, screened from the 
windy and in an orchard belonging to a gentleman who 
had strictly charged his domestics not to destroy the 
labours of those little songsters who chose his 
ground as an asylum. 

In this happy retreat^ which no idle schoolboy 
dared to enter^ the hen Redbreast laid four eggs, 
and then took her seat upon them ; resolving that 
nothing should tempt her to leave the nest for any 
length of time till she had hatched her infant brood. 
Her tender mate every morning took her place while 
she picked up a hasty breakfast^ and often, before he 
tasted any food himself, cheered her with a song. 

At length the day arrived when the happy mother 
heard the chirping of her Kttle ones; pleasing to 
her ears as the prattle of a beloved child to its fond 
parent: with inexpressible tend^ness she spread 
her maternal wings to cover them, threw out the egg- 
shells in which they before lay cohfined, then pressed 
them to her bpsom, and presented them to her mate, 
who viewed them with rapture, and seated himself 
by her side, that he might share her pleasure. 

We may promise ourselves much delight in rearing 
our litde family, said he, but it will occasion us a 
great deal of trouble ; I would willingly bear Ae 
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whole fatigue myself, but it will be impossible for 
me, with my utmost labour and industry, to supply 
all our nestlings with what is sufficient for their daily 
support ; it will therefore be necessary for you to 
leave the nest occasionally, in order sometimes .to 
seek provisions for them. She declared her re,adi- 
tiess lo take a flight whenever it should be requisite ; 
and said that there would be no necessity, for her 
to be long absent, as she had in her last excursion 
discovered a place near the orchard, where food was 
scattered on purpose for such birds as would take 
the pains of seeking it : and that she had been in- 
formed by a chaffinch that there was no kind of dan- 
ger in picking it up. This is a lucky discovery in- 
deed, replied ^e, and we must avail ourselves of it ; 
for this great increase of family renders it prudent 
to make use of every expedient for supplying our 
necessities ; I myself must take a large circuit, for 
some insects that are proper for the nestlings cannot 
be found in aD places; howevw, I will bear you com- 
pany whenever it is in my power. The little ones 
now began to feel the sensations of hunger, and 
opened their gaping mouths for food; on which their 
kind father instantly flew forth to find it for them, 
and in turns supplied them all, as well as his beloved 
mate. This was a hard day's work; and when even- 
ing came oh he was glad to seek repose ; and turn- 
ing his head under his wing he soon fell asleep ; his 
mate followed his example ; the four little ones had 
before fallen into a gentle slumber; and perfect 
quietness for some hours reigned in the nest. 

The next morning they were awakened at the 
dawn of day, by the song of a skylark, who had a 
nest near the orchard ; and^ as tl|e young Red- 
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breasts were impatient for food, their father cheerr 
fully prepared himself to renew his toil, but first re- 
quested his mate to accompany him to the place sh9 
had mentioned. That I will do, replied she, at a^ 
proper hour, but it is too early yet : I must, there- 
fore, entreat that you will go by yourself and pro- 
cure a breakfast for us, as I am fearM of leaving 
the hestHngs before the air is warmer, lest they 
should be chilled. To this he readily consented, 
and fed all his little darlings, to whom, for the sake 
6f distinction, I shall give the names of Robin, 
Dicky, Flapsy, and Pecksy. When this kind of- 
fice was performed, he perched on an adjacent tree, 
and there, while he rested, entertained his family 
with his melody, till his mate, springing from the 
nest, called on him to attend her; on which he in- 
stantly took wing, and followed her to a court^yard 
jbeloiiging to a family mansion. 

No sooner did they appear before the parlour 
.window, than it was hastily thrown up by Miss Har- 
riet Benson, a little girl about eleven years old, the 
daughter of the gentleman and lady to whom the 
house belonged. 

Miss Harriet, with great delight, called her bro- 
ther to see the two Robin Redbreasts : her sum- 
mons was instantly complied with, and she was joined 
by Master Frederick, a fine chubby rosy cheeked 
boy about six years of age, who, as soon as he had 
taken a peep at the fi^athered strangers, ran to his 
mamma, and entreated her to give him something to 
feed the birds with. 1 must have a great piece of 
bread this morning, said he, for there are all the 
sparrGfws and chaffinches that come every day, and 
two Robin Redbreasts besides. — Here is a piece for 
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youi Frederick* replied Mrs. Bensoni cuttang a roll 
diat was on the table ; but if your daily pensioners 
continue to iiKrease* as they have done lately, we 
inust provide some other food for them, as it is not 
right to cut pieces from a loaf on purpose for birds, 
because there are many children who want breads 
to wjiom we should give the preference. Would 
you deprive a poor little hungry boy of his breakfast, 
to give it to birds? No, said Frederick, I would 
sooner give my own breakfast to a poor boy than 
he should go without: buj; where shall I get victuals 
enough for my birds ? . I will beg the cook to save 
the crumbs in the bread-pan, and desire John to 
preserve all he makes when he cuts the loaf for din- 
ner, and those which are scattered on the table- 
ck>th. A very good scheme, said Mrs. Benson, and 
I advise you, my dear, to put it in execution; for I 
make no doubt it will answer your p|irpose, if you 
can prevail on the servants to indulge you* I can- 
not, bear to see the least fragment of food wasted, 
which may conduce to the support of life in any 
creature. 

Miss Harriet being quite impatient to exercise her 
benevolence, requested her brother to remember 
that the poor birds, for whom he had been a. suc- 
cessful solicitor, would soon fly away if he did not 
make haste to feed them ; on which he ran to the 
window with his treasure in his hand* 

When Miss^ Harriet first appeared, the winged 
suppliants approached with eager expectation of the 
daily handfiil, which their kind benefactress made it 
a custom to distribute, and were surprised at the 
delay of her charity. They hopped around the 
window— they chirped — ^they twittered, and em- 
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fi&feA all their little artis to gain attention ; and 
were on the point of departing, when Master Fre- 
derick> breaking a bit from the piece he held in his 
hand, attempted to scktter it among them, calling 
out at the same time, Dicky! Dicky! On hearing 
the well-known sound of invitation, the little flock 
immediately drew near. Master Frederick held ^ 
short contest with his sister, in order to prevail with 
her to let him feed all. the birds himself; but find- 
ing that he could not fling the crumbs far enough 
for the Redbreasts, who with the timidity of stran- 
gers kept at a distance, he resigned thie task, and 
Miss Harriet, with dexterous hand, threw some of 
them to the very spot where the aifectionate pair 
stood, waiting for an opportunity of attracting her 
notice, and with grateful hearts picked up the por^- 
tion assigned them ; and in the meanwhile the othejr 
birds having satisfied their hunger, successively 
withdrew, and they were left alone. Master Frede- 
rick exclaimed with rapture, that the two Robin 
Redbreasts were feeding ! and Miss Harriet medi- 
tated 3l design of taming them, by repeated instances 
of kindness. Be sure, my dear brother, said she^ 
not to forget to ask the cook and John for the 
crumbs, and do not let the least little morsel of any 
thing you have to eat fall to the ground. I will be 
eareful in respect to mine, and we will collect all 
that papa and mamma crumble ; and if we cannot 
by these means get enough, I will spend some of jmy 
money in grain for th^m. Oh ! said Frederick, I 
would spend ^11 the money I have in the world to 
buy victuals for my dear, dear birds. — Hold, my 
love, said Mrs. Benson, though I commend your 
humanity^ I must remind you again that there are 
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poor people as weU as poor birds.— Well, mamnod^^ 
replied Frederick, I will only buy a little grain then* 
As he spake the last words, the Redbreasts 'having 
finished their meal, the mother bird expressed her 
impatience to return to the nest ; and having ob*" 
tained her mate's consent, repaired with all possible 
speed to her humble habitation, whilst he tuQed his 
melodious pipe, and delighted their young benefac* 
tors with his music ; he then spread his wings, and 
took his flight to an adjoining garden, where he had 
a great chance of finding worms for his family* 

CHAPTER II. 

Master Benson expressed great conceui that 
the Robins were gone ; but was comforted by hi9 
sister, who reminded him that, in all probability, hisi 
new favourites, having met with so kind a reception, 
would i^turn on the morrow. Mr3* Benson tb^n 
bade them shut the window ; and, taking Frederick 
in her lap, and desiring Miss Harriet to sit down by 
her, thus addressed them : 

I ion delighted, my dear children, with your buf 
mane behaviour towards the animal crjo^ition, and 
wbh by all means to encourage it : but though a 
most commendable propensity, it requires regula- 
tion; let me therefore recommend to you, not to 
suffer it to gain upon you to such a degree as to 
make you unhappy, or forgetful of those who have 
a superior claim to your attention: — I m.ean poor 
people — always keep in mind the . distresses which 
they endure ; and on no account waste any kind af 
food, nor give to inferior animals what is designed 
lor mankind. 

Micrs Harriet promised to follow iier mamma's in^ 
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stnictions ; but Frederick's attention was entirely 
engaged by watching a butterfly^ which had just 
left die ^ chrysalis, and was fluttering in the window, 
longing, to try its wings in the. air and sunshine: 
this Frederick was very desirous of catching, but his 
mamma would not permit him to attempt it; be* 
cause (she told him) he could not well lay hold of 
its wings without doing it an injury, and it would be 
much happier at liberty. Should you like, Frede- 
rick, said she, when you are going out to play, to 
have any body lay hold of you violently, scratch you 
all over, then offer you something to eat which is 
very disagreeable, and perhaps ppisonous, and shut 
you up in a little dark room! And yet this is the 
fate to which many an harmless insect is condemned 
by thoughtless children. As soon as Frederick un- 
derstood that he could not catch the butterfly with- 
out hurting it, he gave up the point, and assured his 
mamma he did not want to keep it, but only to carry 
it out of doors. Well, replied she, that end may be 
answei?ed by opening the window; which at her 
desire was done by Miss Harriet: the happy insect' 
seized the Opportunity of escaping, and Frederick 
had soon the pleasure of seeing it upon a rose. 

Breakfast being ended, Mrs. Benson reminded 
the young lady and gentleman that it was almost 
time for their lessons to begin; but desired their 
maid to take them into the garden before they ap- 
plied to business, while she gave some directions in 
the family : and Master Frederick, during bis w^Ik, 
aittused himself with watching the butterfly, As it 
flew from flower to flower, which gave him more 
pleasure than he could possibly have received from 
catching and confining the little tender creature. 
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Let us naw see what became of our Bedbreasts 
after they left their young benefactors* 

The hen bird« as I informed you» repaired imme-* 
diately to. .the nest ; her heart fluttered with appre- 
hension^ as she entered it, and she eagerly called out. 
Are you all safe^ my Uttle dears ! — ^AU si^e, my good 
mother, replied Pecksy, but a little hungry, and very 
Gold.-~WelI, said she, your last complaint I can 
soon remove ; but in respect to the satisfying your 
hunger, that must be your father's task, for I have 
not been able to bring any thing good for you to eat ; 
however, he will soon be here, I make no doubt. 
Then spreading her wings over them all, she soon 
communicated warmth to them, and they were again 
comfortable. 

In ^ very short time her mate returned ; for be 
only stayed at Mr. Benson's to fimsh his song, and. 
refresh himself with some clear water, which his 
new friends always kept in the place where they fed 
the birds, on purpose for their little pensioners. He. 
brought in his mouth a worm, which was given to 
Robin ; and was going to fetch one for Dicky, but 
that his mate reminded him of their agreementy'to 
divide betwixt them the care of providing for the 
family. My young ones are now hatched, said she, 
and you can keep them warm as well as myself; take 
my place, therefore, and the next excursion shall be 
mine. — ^I consent, answered he, with the more plea- 
sure, because I think a little flying now and then will 
do you good ; but to save you the trouble of a pain- 
ful search, I can direct you to a spot where you may 
be eertun of finding worms enow for this morning's 
•ypply. He then described the place ; and imme-* 
diately on her quitting the nest entered it, and ga«* 
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thered his young ones under his wings.---Comey my 
'dears^ said he^ let us seeVhat kind of a nurse I can 
make ; but an awkward one, I fear ; even every mo- 
ther-bird is not a good nurse; but you are very for- 
tunate in yours, for she is an exceedingly tender one, 
and I hope you will make her a dutiful return for her 
kindness. They all promised him they would. Well 
then^ said he, I will sing you a song. He did so, 
and it was a very merry one, and delighted the nest- 
lings extremely; so that, though they laid a little in- 
conveniently imder his wings, they did not regard it, 
nor think the time of their mother's absence long. 
She had not succeeded in the place she first went to, 
as a boy was picking up worms to angle with, of 
whom she was afraid, and therefore flew farther: 
but as soon as she had obtained what she went for, 
she returned with all possible speed ; and, notwith- 
standing she had repeated invitations from several 
gay birds which she met to join their sportive par-, 
ties, she kept a steady course, preferring the pleasure 
of feeding little Dicky, to all the diversions of the 
fields and groves. As soon as the hen came near 
the nest, her mate started up to make room for her, 
and take his turn of providing for his family. Once 
more adieu ! said he, and was out of sight in an in- 
s'tant. 

My dear nestlings, said the mother, how *do you 
do?— Very well, thank you, replied all at once ; and 
we have been exceedingly merry, said Robin, for my 
father has sung us a sweet song. I think, said 
Dicky, I should like to learn it. — Well, replied the 
mother, he will teach it you, I dare say ; here he 
comes, ask him. — I am ashamed, said Dicky. Then 
you are a silly bird ; never be ashamed but when you 
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commit a fault: asking your father to teach' you to 
sing is not one ; and good parents delight to teach 
ti^eir young ones every thing that is proper and use-* 
ful. Whatever so good a father sets you an exam-^ 
pie of^ you may safely desire to imitate. Then^ adi- 
dressing herself to her mate^ who far an instant 
stopped at the entrance of the nest, ikhat he might 
not interrupt her instructions. Am I not right, said 
she, in what I have just told them? Perfectly so, 
replied he ; I shall have pleasure in teaching them 
all that is in my power ; but we must talk of that 
another time. Who is to feed poor Pecksy ? Oh, 
I, I, answered the mother, and was gone in an in* 
stant. — And so you want to learn to sing, Dicky ? 
said the father : well, then, I will repeat my song, so 
pray listen very attentively; you may learn the notes, 
though you will not he able to practise them till your 
voice is stronger. He then sung with the same ap- 
probation as before. 

Robin now remarked that it was very pretty in- 
deed, and expressed his desire to learn it also. — By 
all means, said his father, I shall sing it very often, 
so you may learn it if you please. For my part, said 
Flapsy, I do not think I could have patience to learn 
it^ it will take so much time. — Nothing, my dear 
Flapsy, answered the father, can be acquired with- 
out patience, and I am sorry to fitid yours begin to 
fail you already: but I hope, if jou have no taste for 
music, that you will give the greater aippUcation to 
things that may be of more importance to you. 
Well, said Pecksy, I would apply to music with all 
my heart, but I do not believe it possible, for me to 
attain it. Perhaps not, reptied her father ; but I do 
not doubt your application to whatever your mother 
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requires of you ; and she is an excellent judgei bo A 
of your talents and of what is suitable to your Bta* 
tion in life. She is no songstress herself, and yet she 
is very clever, I assure you : here she comes. . Thea 
rising to make room- for her. Take your seat, my 
love, said he, and I will perch upon the ivy. The 
hen again covered her broody whilst her mate amused 
her with his singing and conversation, till evening 
reminded them of repose ; excepting that each m^e 
alternate excursions as the appetites of their young 
ones required. 

. In this manner several days passed with little va^- 
riation ; the nestlings were very thriving, and daily 
gained, strength and knowledge, through the care 
and attention of their indulgent parents, who every 
day visited their friends. Master and Miss Benson. 
Frederick had been successful in his application to 
both the cook and footman, by whose assistance he 
obtained enough for his dear, birds, as he called 
them, without infringing on the rights of the poor ; 
as he was still able to produce a penny whenever his 
papa or mamma pointed out to him a proper object 
of charity. 

CHAPTER III. 

r It happened one day that both the Redbreastar, 
who always went together to Mr. Benson's, (because 
if one bad, waited for. the other's return, it wodid 
have missed the chance of being fed) ; it happened, 
I say, that they were both absent longer than usual;* 
for their little benefactors having been fatigued with 
a very long walk the evening before, lay .late in bed 
that morning ^ but as soon as Frederick wjbs dressed* 
lus sister^ who was waiting for hipi^ took him by the 
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handy and led him down stairs^ where he hastily de- 
manded of the cook the collection of crumbs reserved 
tot him. As soon as he entered the breakfast par* 

m 

lour, he ran eagerly to the window, and attempted 
to fling it up. What is the cause of this mighty 
basde I said his mamma. Do you not perceive that 
I am in the room, Frederick ? — O, my birds ! my 
birds ! cried he. I understand, rejoined Mrs. Ben- 
woOf that you have neglected to feed your Uttle pen- 
sioners ; how came this about, Harriet ? — ^We were 
80 tired last night, answered Miss Benson, that we 
overslept ourselves, mamma. — This excuse may sa- * 
tbfy you and your brother, added the lady, but I fear 
year birds would bring heavy complainte against 
you, were diey able to talk our language. But make 
haste to supply their present wants : and, for the 
future, whenever you give«any. living creature cause 
to depend on you for sustenance, be careful on no 
accoimt to disappoint it ; and if you are prevented 
feeding it yourself, employ another person to do it for ' 
you. But though it is very commendable, and indeed 
an obhgation on your humanity, to be attentive to your 
dependants, yet you must not let this make you for* 
getful of your duty to your friends. It is customary 
for boys and girls to pay their respects to their papas 
and mammas every morning, as soon as they see 
them. This, Frederick, you ought to have done to 
me, on entering the parlour, instead of runnihg 
across it, crying out. My birds ! my birds ! It would 
have taken you but very little time to have done so : 
homeret, I will excuse your neglect now, my dear, 
as yon did not intend to offend me ; but I expect that 
yon will so manage the business you have under- 
I taken^ that it may not break in on your higher ol^ 
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gations. You depend as mueh on your papa and 
me for every diing you want as these little birds do 
on you ; nayj more so^ for they could supply their own 
wants by seeking food in* other places ; but children 
can do nothing towards their support : thereforCj it 
is particularly requisite that they should be dutiful 
and respectful to those whose tenderness and care 
are constantly exerted for. their b^iefit. 

Miss Harriet promised her mamma that she would^ 
on all occasions, endeavour to behave as she wished 
her to do : but I am sorry to say Frederick was more 
intent on opening the window than on imbibing the 
good instructions that were given him. This he 
could not effect; and therefore Harriet, by her 
mamma's permission, went to his assistance, and the 
store of provisions was dispensed. As many birds 
had nests, they eat their meal with all possible ex- 
pedition ; among this number were the Robins, who 
dispatched the business as soon as they could, for 
the hen was anxious to return to her little ones, and 
the cock to procure them a breakfast ; and having 
given his young friends a serenade before they left 
dieir bed-chambers, he did not think it necessary to 
stay to sing any more ; they therefore departed. 

When the mother bird had arrived at the ivy-wall^ 
she stopped at the entrance of the nest with a palpi- 
tating heart ; but seeing her brood all sa^ and well 
she hastened to take them under her wings. As 
soon as she was seated, she observed that they were 
not so cheerful as usual. What is the matter ? Bsid 
she ; How have you agreed during my absence? To 
these questions all were unwilling to reply ; for the 
truth was, that they had been quarrelling almost the 
whole time. What ! aU silent ? said she ; I fear yoii 
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have il6t obeyed my commandsy but have been con- 
tending. I desite you will tell me the truth. Robin, 
knowing that he was the greatest ofiender, began to 
justify himself before the others could have time to 
lay an accusation against him. 

i am sure, mother, said he, I only gave Dick a 
little peck, because he crowded me so ; and all the 
others joined with him, and fell upon me at once. 

Since you have begun^ Robin, answered Dieky, I 
must speak, for you gave me a very hard peck in- 
deeds and I was afraid you had put out my eye. I 
iim sure I made alUthe room I could for you; but 
you said you ought to have half the nest, and to be 
master when your father and mother were out, be-^ 
cause you are the eldest. 

I do not love to tell tales, said Flapsy, but what 
Dicky says is very true, Robin ; and you plucked 
two or three little feathers out of me, only because I 
begged you not to use us ill. 

And you set your foot very hard upon me, cried 
Pecksy, for telling you that you had forgot your dear 
mother*s command. 

This is a sad story indeed, said the mother, I am 
very sorry to find, Robin, that you already discover 
such a turbulent dispoiiition. If you go on in this 
manner we shall have no peace in the nest; nor can 
1 leave it with any degree of satisfaction. As for 
your being the eldest, though it makes me shew you 
a preference on all proper occasions, it does not give 
you a privilege to domineer over your brothers and 
sisters. You are all equally the objects of our tender 
eare, which we shall exercise impartially among you, 
provided you do not foifeit it by bad behaviour. To 
shew you that you are not master of the nest, I de* 
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sire you ta get from under piy wing, and sit on the 
outside, while I cherish those who are dutiful and 
good. Robin, greatly mortified, retired fnom his 
mother ; on whiqh Dicky, with the utmost kindness^ 
b^gan to intercede for him. Pardon Robin, my dear 
mother, I entreat you, said he ; I heartily forgive his 
treatment of me, and would not have complained to 
you, had it not been necessary for my dwn justifioat 
tion. Yqu are a good bird, Dicky, said his mother; 
but such an offence as this must be repaited of be- 
fore it is pardoned. At this instant her mate returned 
with a fiue worm, and looked as usual for Robin, who 
lay skulking by himself. Give it, said, the mother^ 
to Dicky} Robin must be served last this morning; 
nay, I do not know whether I shall permit him to have 
any victuals all day. Dicky was very unwilling to 
mortify his brother ; but, on his mother's conamand- 
ing him not to detain his father, he opened bis moutb 
and swallowed the delicious mouthful* What .can 
be the matter, said the ^ood father, when he had 
emptied his mouth: surely none of the little. ones 
have been naughty ? But I cannot stop to inquire at 
present, for I left another fine worm, whiqh may be 
gone if I do not make haste back. 

As soon as he departed, Dicky renewed bis en^ 
treaties that Robin might be forgiven ; but, as he sat 
swelling with anger and disdain, because he fancied 
that the eldest should not be shoved to the outfflde 
of his mother's wing, while, the others were fed, she 
would not hear a word in his behalf. The father 
soon came and fed Flapsy, and then thinking it best 
for his mate to c(Hitinue her instructions, he made 
another e^cctirsion; during which Pecksy, whose 
little heart way full of aftectionate coocecn f<Hr the 
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putuduneiit of her brother, thus attempted to com^ 
ibtt him* 

Dear Robin, do not grieve, I will give you my 
breakfastj if my mother will let me. -Oh, said Robin, 
I do not want any breakfast ; if I may ndl'be served 
^mt I wiU have fwne. Shall I ask my mother to for- 
give you! I do not want any of your intercessions, 
replied he ; if you had not been a parcel of ill-natured 
things, Ishoald not have been pushed about as I am. 

Come back, Pecksy, sidd the mother, who over- 
heard them, I will not have you converse with so 
naughty a bird. I forbid every one of you even to 
go near him. The father then arrived, and Pepksy 
was £3d. You may rest yourself, my dear^ said the 
mother, your morning's task is ended. Why, what 
has Robin done? asked he.- What I am sorry to 
relate, she replied ; quarrelled with bis brother and 
sisters. Quarrelled with his brother and sifters! 
yoa surprise me: I could not have suspected he 
iroald have been* either so foolish or so unltind. O, 
this is not all, said the mother, for he presumes on 
being the eldest, and claims half the nest to himself 
when we are absent, and now is sullen because he is 
disgraced and not fed first as usual. If this is the 
case, replied the father, leave me to settle this busi- 
ness, my dear, and pray go into the air a little, for 
you seem to be sadly vexed. I am disturbed, said 
she, I confess ; for, after all my care and kindne^, 
I did not expect such a sad recompense as this. I am 
sorry to expose this perverse bird even to you, but 
he win not be corrected by me. I will do as you de- 
tire^ go into the air a little; so saying she repaired 
to a neighbouring tree, where she waited, with anxi- 
ous «xpectatioi|| the eyent of her mate's admonition« 



As soon as the motbar departed, Ae father tiiufi 
Addressed the deUnquent. And so, Robin, yoa urailt 
to be master of the nest ? A pretty mastier you uriA 
make indeed, who do not know even how to govern 
your own temper ! I will not stand to talk mudi to 
you now, because in your present dispositiim yott 
would in all probability turn a deaf ear to my adaio*- 
uitions ; but depend upon it I wiU not sufier you to 
use any of the Dsunily ill, particularly your good mo^ 
tfaer ; and if you persist in obstinacy, I will certainly 
turn you out of the nest before you can fly. These 
threatenings intimidated Robin, and he also began 
to be very hungry as well as cold ; he therefore pro^ 
mised to behave better for the future, and his brea- 
thers and sisters pleaded earnestly that he might be 
forgiven and restored to his usual place. 

I can say nothing in respect to the last particular^ 
Toplied the father, that depends upon his mother ; 
but a^ it is his first offence, and he seems to be very 
sorry, I will myself pardon it, and intercede for him 
with his mother, who I fear is at this time lamenting 
hb obduracy. On this he left the nest to seek for her. 
Return, my dear, said he, to your beloved family ; 
Robin seems sensible of his offence, and longs to ask 
your forgiveness. Pleased at this inteUigence, the 
mother raised her drooping head, and closed het 
wings, which bung mournfully by her sides, exprefr- 
sive of the dejection of her spirit^. I fly to give k 
him, said she, and hastened into the nest In the 
meanwhile Robin wished for, yet dreaded her retonk 

As soon as he saw her he lifted up a supphcating 
eye, and with feeble a<;cents, (for hunger and sorrow 
bad made him faint) he cried. Forgive me, dearmo- 
tber, I will not agun offend you. I accept your sub« 
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mifisioiij Robin^ said she, and will once more receive 
you to my wing ; but indeed your behaviour has mad« 
me very unhappy. She then made room for him, hie 
nestled closely to her sideband soon found the bene* 
fit of her fostering him; but the pain of hunger stiU 
remainedj yet he had not confidence to ask his father 
to fetch him any victuals : but this kind parent waited 
not for solicitation ; for seeing that his mother had 
received him into favour, he went with all speed to an 
adjacent field, where he soon met with refreshment 
for him, which with tender love he presented, and 
Robin swallowed with gratitude. Thus was peace 
restored to the nest, and the happy mother once 
more rejoiced that harmony reigned in the family. 

CHAPTER IV. 

A F£w days after, a fresh disturbance took place. 
AU the Uttle Redbreasts, excepting Pecksy, in turn 
committed ^ome fault or other, for which they were 
occasionally punished ; but she was of so amiable a 
disposition, that it wa& her constant study to act with 
propriety^ and avoid giving offence ; on which ac- 
count she was justly caressed by her parents with 
distinguished kindness. This excited the envy of 
ihe others, and they joined together to treat her ill, 
giving her the title of the Favourite ; saying that 
they made no doubt their father and mother would 
reserve the nicest morsels for their darling* 

Poor Pecksy bore all their reproaches with pati- 
mce, hoping that she should in time regain their 
good opinion by her gentlei^ess and affection. But 
it happened one day that, in the midst of their 
tauntings, their mother unexpectedly returned, who 
hearing an unQommon poise among her young ones. 
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stopped on the ivy to learn the caiise ; and as soon 
as she discovered it, made her appearance at the en- 
trance of the nest;¥rith a countenance that indicated 
her knowledge of th^ir proceedings^ and her dis- 
pleasure at them. ' 

Are these the sentiments^ said she, that subsist in 
a fmiily which ought to be bound together by love . 
and kindness ? Which of you has cause to reproach 
either your father.or me with partiality ? Do we hot,* 
with the exactest equaUty^ distribute the fruits of our 
labours among y oii ? And in what respect has poor 
Pecksy the preference but in that commendation 
which is justly her due, and which you do not strive 
to deserve ? Hais she ever yet uttered a complaint 
against you, though, from the dejection of her 
countenance, which she in vain attempted to con* 
ceal, it is evident that she has suffered your re- 
proaches for some days past ? I positively command 
you to treat her otherwise, for it is a mother*s duty 
to succour a persecuted nestling : and I will certainly 
admit her next my heart, and banish you all from 
that place you have hitherto possessed in it, if you 
sufier envy and jealousy to occupy your bosbms^ to 
the exclusion of that tender love, which she, as the 
kindest of sisters, has a right to expect from you. 

Robin, Dicky, and Flapsy, were quite confounded 
by their mother's reproof, and Pecksy felt an affec- 
tionate concern that they had incurred the displea- 
sure of so tender a parent; and, far from increasing 
it by complaining of them, endeavoured to soften her 
anger. That I have been vexed, my dear mother, 
said she, is true, but not to so great a degree as you 
suppose ; and I am ready to believe that my dear 
brothers and 8i3ter were not in earnest in the severe 
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things they aatd ^f me^perhaps tbey only meaot t<r 
tcy my afiectios. To spare them the trouUe of any 
fiitnre trials I now ^itreat them to beUe^e my as* 
aaranceSy that I vould willingly resign die greatest 
pleasure in life, could I by that means increase tliar 
Ittppiness ; and so far from wishing for die nicest 
morsel, would content myself with the humblest favej 
rather than any of them should be disappointed*^ 
This tender speech had its desired effect; it re-' 
called those sentiments of love which envy and jea« 
busy had for a time banished : each nesding acknow* 
ledged its £nilt> and having obtained the forgiveness 
of tbeir mothtf y a perfect reconciliation took place, to 
die great joy of Pecksy, and indeed of all parties. 

All the nestlings continued very good for several 
dAys, and no occurrence happened worth rela;ting ; 
the Uttle jBock were soon covered widi feathers, 
which their mother taught them to dress, telUng 
thiem that neatness was a very essential thing, beiiig 
conducive to healdi, as also to the rendering them 
agreeable in the eye of the world. 

Robin was a very strong, robust bird, not remark- 
able for his beauty ; but there was a great briskness 
in his manner, which covered many defects ; and he 
was very likely to attract notice. His father judged, 
from the tone of his chirpings, diat he would be a 
very good songster. ^ 

Dicky had a remarkably fine plumage ; his breast 
was* of a beautiful red, his body and* wings of an 
elegant mottled brown, and his eyes sparkled like 
diannmds. 

Flapsy was also very pretty, but more distinguished 
for die elegance of hear shape than for the variety 
and Itts^ ot her feathers. 



Fubuhm$ Histories* 39 

Pecksy had no outward Gharms to reeoaunend hor 
to notice ; but these defects were amply aui^Ued by • 
the sweetness of her dispontton, which was amiaUe 
to the greatest degree. Her temper was eooatanlly 
serene^ i^he was ever attentive to the bappiiiesa of 
her parents, and would not have grieved them £ur 
the world ; and her affection for her brothera and 
sbter was ao greatj that she constantly preferred 
their, interest to her own, of which we have lately 
given an instance. 

The kind parents attended to them with unremit* 
ting affection, and made their' daily visit to Mastw. 
and Miss Benson, who very punctually discharged 
the benevolent office of feeding them. The Robin 
Redbreasts, made familiar by repeated iavoifrs, ap~ 
proached nearer and nearer to their little friends by 
degrees, and at length ventured to enter the room 
and feed upon the breakfast-table. Miss Hajrriet 
was delighted at the circumstance, and Frederick was 
quite transported ; he longed to catch the birds ; but 
his mamma told him that would be the very means to 
drive them away. Miss Harriet entreated him not to 
frighten them on any account ; and he was prevailed 
on to forbear; but could not help expressing a wish 
that he had them in a cage, that he might feed them 
all day long. 

And do you really think, Frederick, said Mrs. 
Benson, that these Httle delicate creatures are such 
gluttons as to desire to be fed all day long ? Could 
you tempt them to do it, they would soon die ; hut 
they know better, and, as soon as their appetites are 
satisfied, always leave off eating. Many a little boy 
may learn a lesson from them. Do not you recol- 
lect one of your acquaintancei who, if an apple-pie^ 
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or any thing else that he calls nice, is set before him, 
m4U eat till he makes himself sick ? Frederick looked 
ashamed, being conscious that he was too maeh in- 
dined to indulge his love of dejicaci^s. Well, said 
his mamma, I see you understand who I ihean, Fre- 
derick, so we will say no more on that subject ; only, 
when you meet with that little gentleman, gire my 
love to him, and tell him I beg he mil be as mode- 
rate as his Redbreasts, 

The cock bird, having finished his breakfast, flew 
out at the window, followed by his mate ; and as soon 
as they were out of sight, Mrs. Benson continued 
)ier discourse- Atid would you really confine these 
sweet creatures in a cage, Frederick, merely to have 
the pleasure of feeding them ? Should you like to 
be always shut up in a lihle room, and think it 'suf- 
ficient if you were supplied with victuals and drink ? 
Is there no enjoyment in running about, jumping, 
and going from place to place ? Do you not like to 
keep company with little boys and girls ? And is 
there no pleasure in breathing the fresh air ? Though 
these little animals are inferior to you, there is no 
doubt but they are eapable of enjoyments similar to 
these ; and it must be a dreadful life for a poor bird 
to be shut up in a cage, where he cannot so much 
as make use of his wings ; where he is excluded 
fjrom his natural companions ; and where he cannot 
possibly receive that refi'eshment which the air must 
afford to him when at liberty to soar to such a height. 
But thjs is not a^, for many a poor bird is caught, 
and separated from its family, after it has been at 
Ae trouble of building a nest, has perhaps laid its 
eggs, or even hatched its young ones, which are by 
this meana exposed to inevitable destruction. It is 
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likely that these v^ry Redbreasts may have young 
ones> for this is the season of the year for their 
hatching ; and I rather think they have, from the cir- 
cumstance of their always coming togeliber. If that 
is the case> said Miss Harriet, it would be pity in- 
deed to confine them* But why, mamma, if it is 
wrong to catch birds, did yon at one time keep 
Canary-birds ? 

The case is very different in respect to Canary- 
birds, my dear, said Mrs. Benson ; by keeping them 
in a cage, I did them a kindness. I considered them 
as little foreigners who claimed my hospitality. This 
kind of bird came originally from a warm climate; 
they are in their nature very susceptible of cokl, and 
would perish in the open air in our winters ; neither 
does the food which they feed on grow plentifully in 
this country; and as they are always here bred in 
cages, they do not know how to procure the ma- 
terials for their nests abroad. And there is another 
particular which would ^eatly distress them were 
they to be turned loose, whieh is, the ridicule and 
contempt they would be exposed to from other birds. 
I remember once to have seen a poor Canary-bird 
which had been turned loose because it could not 
sing : and surely no creature could be more miser- 
able* It was starving for want of victuals, famishing 
with thirst, shivering with cold, and looked teilrified 
to the greatest degree ; while a parcel of sparrows 
and chaffinches pursued it from place to place, 
twittering and chirping with every mark of insolence 
and derision. I could not hcJlp fimcying the Httle 
creature to be like a foreigner just landed from some 
distant country, follow^ by a rude rabble of boys. 
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m^liovere ridiculing him because his dress and lan^ 
guage were strange to them. 

And what became of the poor little creature, 
mamma ? said Miss Harriet. I was going to tell you, 
my dear, replied Mrs. Benson ; I ordered the ser- 
vant to bring me a cage, with sepd and water in 
their usual places ; this I caused to be hung on a 
tree, next to that m which the little sufferer in vain 
endeavoured to hide itself among the leaves from its 
cruel pursuers. No sooner did the servant retire, 
than the poor little wretch flew to it. I immediately 
had the cage brought into the parlour, where I ex- 
perienced great pleasure in observing what happiness 
the poor creature enjoyed in her deliverance. I kept 
it some years ; but not choosing' to confine her in a 
little cage, had a large one bought, and procured a 
companion for her of her own species. I supplied 
them with materials for building; and from them 
proceeded a little colony, which ^rew so numerous, 
that you know I gave them to Mr. Bruce to put in 
his aviary,, where you have seen them enjoying 
themselves. So now I hope I have fully accounted 
for having kept Canary-birds in a cage. You have 
indeed, mamma, said Harriet. 

I have also, said Mrs. Benson, occasionally kept 
Larks. In severe winters vast numbers of them 
come to this country from a colder climate, and 
many perish. 

Quantities of them are killed and sold for the spit ; 
and the bird-catchers usually have a great many to 
sell ; and many an idle boy has some to dispose of. 
I frequently buy them, as you know, Harriet ; but 
as soon as the fine weather returns I constantly 
set them at liberty. But comei my dears, prepare. 
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for your morning walk ; and afterwards let me see 
you in my dressing-room. 

I wonder, said Frederick, whether our Redbreasts 
have got a nest ^ I will watch to-morrow which way 
they fly ; for I should like to see the little ones. And 
what will you do should you find them out ? said his 
mamma ; not take the nest I hope. Why, replied Fre- 
derick, I should like to bring it home, mamma, and 
put it in a tree near thie house ; and then I would 
scatter crumbs for the old ones to feed them with. 

Your design is a kind one, said Mrs. Benson, but 
would greatly distress your little favourites. Many 
birds, through fear, forsake theirttests when they are 
removed ; therefore I desire you to let thiem alone if 
you should chance to find them. Miss Harriet then 
remarked that she thought it very cruel to take birds* 
nests. Ah ! my dear, said Mrs. Benson, those who 
commit such barbarous actions are quite insensible to 
the distresses they occasion. It is very true, that we 
ought not to indulge so great a degree of pity and 
tenderness for such animals as for those who are 
more properly our fellow-creatures; I mean men, 
women, and children ; but, as every living creature 
can feel, we should have a constant regard to those 
feelings, and strive to give happiness rather than in- 
flict misery. But go, my dear, and take your walk. 
Mrs. Benson then left them to attend her usual 
morning employments ; and the young lady and gen- 
tleman, attended by their maid, passed an agreeable 
half hour in the garden. 

CHAPTER V. 

In the mean time the hen Redbreast returned to 
the nest, while her ma,te took his iiight in search of 

ca 



38 Fabulous Histories. 

food for his family. Wlien the mother approached 
the nesty she was surprised at not hearing as usual 
' the chirping of her young ones ; and what was her 
astonishment at seeing them all crowded together, 
trembling with apprehension. What is the matter> 
my nestlings, said she, that I find you in this terror? 

Oh, my dear mother ! cried Robin, who first ven- 
tured to raise up his head, is it you? Pecksy then 
revived, and entreated her mother to come into the 
nest, which she did without delay, and the little 
tremblers crept under her wings, endeavouring to 
conceal themselves in this happy retreat. 

What has terrified you in this manner ? sa^i she. 
Oh ! I do not know, repUed Dicky, but we have seen 
such a monster as I n^ver beheld before. A monster, 
tny^dear ! pray describe it. I cannot, said Dicky, it 
was too frightful to be described. Frightful, indeed, 
cried Robin ; but I had a full view of it, and will give- 
the best description I can. 

We were all sitting peaceably in the nest, and very 
happy together; Dicky and I were trying to sing, 
when suddenly we heard a noise against the wall, 
and presently a great round red face appeared before 
the nest, with a pair of enormous staring eyes, a 
very large beak, and below that a very wide mouth 
with two rows of bones that looked as if they would 
grind us all to pieces in an instant. About the top 
of this round face, and down the sides, hung some- 
thing black, but not like feathers. When the two 
staring eyes had looked at us for some time, the 
whole thing disappeared. ^ I cannot at all conceive 
from your description, Robin, what this thing could 
bei said the mother, but perhaps it may come again. 
. Oh ! I hope not, cried Flapsy, I shall die with 
fear if it does. Why so, my love ? said her mother ; 
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has it done you any harm ? I cannot say it has^ 
repHed Flapsy. WeD then, you do very wrong, my 
dear^ in givuig way to such apprehensions. You 
must strive to get the better of this fearful disposi- 
tion : when you go abroad in the world you will see • 
many strange objects ; and if you are terrified at • 
every appearance which you cannot account for, 
you will live a most unhappy Kfe. Endeavour to 
be good, and then you need not fear anything. But 
here comes your father, perhaps he will be able to 
explain the. appearance which has so alarmed you 
to-day. 

As soon as the father had ^ven the worm to Ro- 
bin, he was preparing to depart for another, but, to ' 
his surprise, all the rest of the nestlings begged him 
to stay, declaring they would rather go without their 
meal, on condition he would but remain at home and; 
take care of them. Stay at home and take care of 
you! said he. Why is that more necessary now 
than usual? The mother then related the strange 
occurrence that had occasioned this request. Non-' 
sense ! said he, a monster ! great eyes ! large mouth ! 
Ions beak ! I don't understand such stuff. Besides, 
as it did them no harm, why are they to be in such 
terror now it is gone ? Don't be angry, dear father, 
said Pecksy, for it was very frightful indeed. i^Well, 
said he, I will fly round the orchard, and perhaps 
may meet this monster. Oh, it will eat you up ! it 
will eat you up ! said Flapsy. Never fear, said he, 
and away he flew. 

The mother then again attempted to calm them, 
but all in vain, their fears were now redoubled by ap 
prehensions for their father's safety; however to 
their ^^at joy he soon returned. Well, said he, I 

C8 
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have seea this monster : the little ones then dung (o 
their mother, fearing the dreadful creature was just 
at hand. What, afraid again ? cried he ; a parcel 
of stout hearts I have in my nest, truly ! , Why^ when 
you fly about in the world, you will in all probability 
see hundreds of such monsters (as you call thein)> 
unless you choose to confine yourselves to a retirc^d 
life ; nay^ even in woods and groves yqu will be liable 
to meet some of them, and those of the most mis- 
c)iievous kind. I begin to comprehend, said the 
mother, that these dear nestlings have seen the face 
of a man. Even so, replied the mate ; it is a man^ 
no other than our friend the gardener, who has so 
alarmed them. ' 

A man! cried Dicky, was that frightful thing a 
man ? Nothing more, I assure you, answered his fa- 
ther, and a good man too, I have reason to believe, 
for he is very careful not to frighten your mother 
and me when we are picking up worms, and has fre- 
quently thrown crumbs to us when he was eating his 
breakfast. 

And does he live in this garden I said Flapsy. He 
works here very often, replied her fisither, but is fre- 
quently absent. O then, cried she, pray take us 
abroad when he is away, for indeed I cannot bear to 
see him. You are a Uttle simpleton, said the father ; 
and if you do not endeavour to get more resolution, 
I will leave you in the nest by yourself, when I am 
teaching your brothers and sister to fly and peck ; 
and what will you do then? for you must not expect 
we shaU go from them to bring you food. Flapsy, 
fearful that her father should be quite angry, pro- 
mised to follow his directions in every respect; and 
the restj animated by his discourse^ began to r^covei^ 
their spirits. 
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CHAt»TER VI. 

Whilst these terrible Commotions passed in the 
nestj the monster^ who was ho other than honest Joe 
the gardener, went to the house, and inquired for 
his young master and mistress, having, as he justly 
supposed, a very pleasing piece of intelligence to 
communicate. Both the young gentleman and lady, 
who were accustomed to receive little civilities from 
Joe, very readily attended him, thinking he had got 
some fruit or flowers for them. Well, Joe> said Miss 
Benson, what have you to say to us ? Have you got 
a peach or a nectarine ? or have you brought me a 
root of Sweet William ? 

No, Miss Harriet, said Joe : but I have something 
to tell you that will please you as much as tho*/ I 
had. What's that? what's that? said Frederick. 
Why, Master Frederick, said Joe, a pair of Robins 
have com'd mortal often to one place in the orchard 
lately ; so, thinks I, these birds have got a nest. So 
I watches and watches, and at last I sed*d the old 
hen fly into a hole in the ivy wall. I had a fancy to 
set my ladder and look in ; but, as master ordered 
me not to frighten the birds, I stayed till the old one 
flew out again, and then I mounted, and there I see^d 
the Uttle creatures full fledged, and, if you Miss 
Harriet may go with me, I will shew them to you, for 
the nest is but a little way from the ground, and you 
inay easily get up the step-ladder. 

Frederick was in raptures, being confident that 
these were the identical' Robins he was so attached 
to, and (like a little thoughtless boy as he was) would 
have gone immediately with the gardener, had not his 
/Bister reminded him that it was proper to. ksk mam* 

c 4 



•32 Fabuhus Histories'* 

ma's leave first ; for which purpose she accompanied 
him into the parlour. 

Good news ! good news ! mamma^ cried Frederick ; 
Joe has found the Robin's nest. Has be, indeed I 
said Mrs. Benson, Yes, mamma, said Miss Harriet ; 
and, if agr^able to you, we should be glad to go 
along with Joe to see it. And how are you to get at 
it? said Mrs. Benson, for I suppose it is some height 
from the ground ? Oh ! I can climb a ladder very, 
well, cried Frederick. You climb a ladder ! You 
are a clever gentleman at climbing, I know, replied 
his mamma ; but do you purpose to mount too, Har- 
riet ? I think this is rather an indelicate scheme {or 
a lady. Joe tells me that the nest is but a very little 
way from the ground, mamma, answered Harriet, 
but if I find it otherwise, you may depend on my- not 
going up. — On this condition I wifl permit you to go 
— ^but pray, Mr. Frederick, let me remind you not to 
frighten your little fevourites. Not for all the world, 
said Frederick : so away he skipped, and got to Joe 
before his sister. We may go ! we may go ! Joe, 
cried he. Stay for pae, Joe, I beg, said Miss Har- 
riet, who presently joined him. 

When the Redbreasts had quieted the fears of 
their young family, they fed them as usual; and 
then, having a little private business, they retired to 
a tree, desiring their Uttle nestlings not to be terri- 
fied if the monster should look in upon them again, 
as it was very probable he would do. They pro- 
mised to bear the sight as well as they could. 

When the old ones were seated in the tree. It is 
time, said the father, to take our nestlings abroad. 
You see^ my love, how very timorous they are, and 
if we do not use them a little to the world, they wiQ ' 
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never be able to shift for themselves. Very true, ret. 
plied the mother, they are now full fledged^ and 
therefore, if you please, we will take them out to 
morrow : but it will be necessary for me to prepare 
them for it ; I will therefore retutn to the nest.' One 
of the best preparatives, answered her mate, will be 
to leave them to themselves a little ; therefore we will 
now take a flight together for a short time> and then 
go back. The mother complied, but not without re* 
luctance, for she longed to be with her dear family, 
*— Let us now return to the happy party,- which we 
lately left setting off on their visit to the ivy-wall. 

CHAPTER VII. 

As soon as Joe found that the young gentry^ as be 
called them, had obtained permission to accompany 
him, he took Frederick by the hand, and said. Come 
along, my young master ; but, at Miss Harriet's re* 
quest, stopped while she fetched her bonnet and tip- 
pet. Fredericks impatience was so great, that he 
could scarcely be restrained from running all the 
wayv but that his sister entreated him not. to make 
himself too hot; 

- At length they arrived at the desired spot: Joe 
placed the ladder, and his young master, with a lit« 
tie assistance, mounted it very dexterously: but wha 
can describe his raptures when he beheld the ne8t<» 
lings i Oh, the aweet creatures, cried he, there are 
four of them, I declare ! I never saw any thing so 
pretty in my life ! I wish I might carry you all home ! 
That you must not do, Frederick, said his sister; 
and I beg you will come away, for you will either 
terrify the littk creatures, or alarm the old birds, 
which perhaps are now watting somewhere near io 
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feed them. Well, I will come away directly , said 
Frederick ; and so good bye« Rbbins I I hope you 
will come soon along with your father and mother, 
to be fed in the parlour. He then, under the con- 
duct offals friend Joe, descended* 

Joe next addressed Miss Harriet : Now, my young 
mistress, said he, will you go up ? As the steps of the 
ladder were broad, and the nest was not high. Miss 
Benson ventured to go up, and was equally delighted 
with her brother ; but so fearful of terrifying the little 
birds, and alarming the old ones, that she would only 
indulge herself with a peep at the nest. Frederick 
inquired how she liked the young Robins? They are 
sweet creatures, ^said she, and I hope you will soon 
find means to invite them to join our party of birds, 
for they appear to me ready to fly ; but let us return 
to mamma, for you know we promised her ^o stay 
but a little while; besides, we hinder Joe from his 
work. Never mind that, said the honest fellow, 
master won't be angry, I am sartain; and if I thought 
he would, I would work an hour later to fetch up 
lost time. Tbiiiik you, Joe, replied Miss Harriet, 
but I am sure papa would not aesire that* 

At this ikistant Frederick perceived the two Red- 
breasts, who were returning from their proposed ex- 
curMon, and called to his sister to observe them* 
He was very desirous to watch whether they would 
go back to their nest, but she would on no account 
consent to stay, lest her mamma should be displeased, 
and lest the birds should be frightened : Frederick 
therefore, with reluctance, followed her, and Joe 
attended them to the Louse. 

As soon, as they were out of sight the hen bird, 
pippcsed to return to the nest : she had observed 
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the party; kad though she did not see ^em looking 
into her habitation, supposedi from their being so 
near, that they bad been taking a view of it, and 
communicated her suspicions to her mate. He agreed 
with her that this had probably been the case, and 
9aid he now expected to hear a fine story from the 
nestlings. Let us return, however, said the mother, 
for perhaps they have been terrified again. Well, 
said he, I will attend you, then ; but let me caution 
you, my dear, not to indulge their fearful disposition, 
because such indulgence will certainly prove injuri- 
ous to them. I will do the best I can, replied she, 
and then flew to the nest followed by her mate. 

She alighted upon the ivy, and peeping into the 
nest, inquired how they all did. Very well, dear mo- 
ther, said Robin. What, cried the father^ (who now 
alighted), all safe 1 Not one eat up by the monsteT ? 
No, father, replied Dicky, we are not devoured, jind 
yet I assure you, the monster we saw here before has 
been here again, and brought tijro others with him. 
Two others! what, like himself? said the father: I 
thought, Flapsy, you were to die with apprehension 
if you saw him again ? And so I believe I should 
have done, had not you, my good father, in- 
atructed me to conquer my fears, replied Flapsy. 
When I saw the top of him, my heart began to flut* 
ter to such a degree that I was ready to faint, and 
every feather of me shook; but when I found be 
stayed but a very little while, I recovered, and \in9 
in hopes he was quite gone. My brothers ai^d set- 
ter, I believe, felt as I did; but we comforted one 
another that the danger was over for this day^- and 
all agreed to make ourselves happy and not fear this 
monster, since you had assured us he was very harm^ 
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less. However, before we were perfectly come to 
ourselves, we heard very uncommon noises, some- 
times a hoarse sound, disagreeable to our ears as the 
croaking of a raven, and sometimes a shriller noise, 
quite unlike the note of any bird that we know of, 
and immediately after something presented itself to 
our view which bore a little resemblance to the mon- 
ster ; but by no means so large and frightful. In* 
stead of being all over red, it had on each side 
two spots of a more beautiful hue than Dicky's 
breast ; the rest of it was of a most delicate white, 
excepting two streaks of deep red, . like the cherry 
you brought us the other day, and between these 
two streaks were rows of white bones, but by no 
means dreadful to behold, like those of the great 
monster ; its eyes were blue and white, and round 
this agreeable face was something which I cannot de- 
scribe, very pretty, and as glossy as the feathers of 
a goldfinch^ There was so-cheerful and pleasing a 
look in this creature altogether, that notwithstand- 
ing I own I was rather afraid, yet I had pleasure in 
looking at it; but it stayed a very Utile time, and 
then disappeared. While we were puzzling our- 
selves with conjectures concerning it, another crea- 
ture, larger than it, appeared before us, equally 
beautiful, and with an aspect so mild and gentle that 
we were all charmed with it ; but, as if fearful of 
alarming us by its stay, it immediately retired, and 
we have been longing for your and my mother's re- 
turn, in hopes you would be able to tell us what we 
have seen. / 

I am happy, my dears, said the mother, to find you 
more composed than I expected: for as your father 
and I were flying together, in order to xiome back to 



you^ we observed the monster, aifid the two pretty 
creatures Fecksyhas described f the former is, «s 
your father before informed you, our friend the gar* 
dener, and the others are our young benefactors, by 
whose bounty we are every day regaled ; and who, i 
will venture to say, will do you no harm. You can* 
not think how kindly they treat us ; and though there 
are a number of other birds who share their good- 
ness, your father and I are favoured with their par>* 
ticular regard. 

Oh ! said Peoksy, are these sweet creatures your 
friends ! I long to go abroad that I may see them 
again. Well, cried Flapsy, I perceive that if we 
judge from appearances we may often be mistaken ; 
who would have thought that sucC an ugly monster 
as that gardener could have had a tender heart ? 
Very true, replied the mother ; you must make it a 
rule> Flapsy, to judge of mankind by their actions, 
and not by their looks. I have known some of them 
whose appearance was as engaging as that of our y oung 
benefactors, who were, notwithstanding, barbarous 
enough to take eggs out of a nest and spoil th&tn ; 
nay, even carry away nest and all before the young 
ones were fledged, without knowing how to feed 
them, or having any regard for the sorrows of the 
tender parents.— -Yes, said the mother, last year it 
was my misfortune to be deprived of my nestlings in 
that manner, which occasions my being so timid ; the 
anguish I suffered for their loss is not to be ex- 
pressed. 

A calamity of the same kind befel me, replied the 
father ; I never shall forget it. I had been making an 
excursion into the woods, in order to procure some 
delicious morsels for one of my nestlings ; when I 

1 



« 



38 Fdlnddiu Histories. 

returned to the place in which I had imprudently 
built (for being young and inexperienced, I did not 
'foresee the danger of choosing an exposed situa- 
tibn), the first circumstance that alarmed me, was a 
part of my nest scattered on the ground just at the 
entrance of my habitation ; I then perceived a large 
opening in the wall, where before there was only 
room for myself to pass. I stopped with a palpitating 
heart, in hopes of hearing the chirpings of my be- 
loved family ; but all was silence. I then resolved 
to enter ; but what was my consternation, when I 
found that the nest, which my dear mate and I had 
with so much labour built, and the dear little oiies, 
who were the joy of our lives, were stolen away ; nay, 
I did not know but the tender mother also was taken 
captive. I immediately rushed out of the place, dis- 
tracted with apprehensions for the miseries they 
might endure ; lamenting my weakness, which ren- 
dered me incapable of effecting their rescue ; was 
ready to tear off my own fathers with vexation ; but 
recollecting that my dear mate might in all probabi- 
lity have escaped, I resolved to go in search of her. 

As I was flying along, I saw three boys, whose ap- 
pearance was far from disagreeable; one of them 
held in his hand my nest of young ones, which ha 
eyed with cruel exultation^, while his companions 
seemed to share his joy. 

The dear little creatures, insensible of their fate 
(for they were newly hatched), opened their moutha 
in expectation of their usual supply, but all in vain ; 
to have attempted feeding them at this time, would 
have been inevitable destruction to myself; but I re- 
solved to follow the barbadians, that I might at least 
see to what place my darlings were consigned. * 
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In a shprt time the party arrived at a house, an4 
he whp before held the nest now committed it to the 
eare of another, but soon returned with a kind of 
victuals I was totally unacquainted with ; and with 
this my ypung ones, when they gaped for food, wene 
successively fed ; hunger induced them to swallow it 
with avidity, but soon after, missing the warmth of 
tjieir mother, they set up a general chirp of lament^* 
tion, which pierced my very heart* Immediately 
after this the nest was carried away, and what ben 
came of my nestlings afterwards I never could dis-* 
cover, though I frequently hovered about the fatal 
spot of their imprisonment with the hope of seeing 
them. 

Pray, father, said Dicky, what became of your 
mate ? Why, my dear, said be, when I found there 
there was no chance of assisting my little ones, I 
pursued my course, and sought her in^very place 
of our usual resort, but to no purpose : at length I 
returned to the bush, where I beheld an afflicting 
sight indeed, my dear companion lying on the 
ground, just expiring ! I flew to her instantly, and 
endeavoured to recal her to life. At the sound of 
my voice she lifted up h^r languid eyelids, and with 
feeble accents said. And are you then safe, my love? 
what is become of our little ones ? In hopes of com* 
forting her, I told her they were alive and well ; but 
she replied. Your consolations come too late ; the 
blow is struck, I feel my death approaching. Th^ 
horror which seized me when I missed my nestlings, 
and supposed myself robbed at once of my mate and 
infants, was too powerful for my weak frame to sus* 
tain. Oh! why will the human race be so wantonly 
cruel ? The agonies of death now came on, and, after 
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ft few eoimikiye pangs, she breathed her last, lind 
left me an unhappy widower. I passed the re- 
mainder of the summer, and a dreary winter that 
succeeded it, in a very uncomfortable manner; though 
the natural cheerfulness of my disposition did not 
leave me long a prey to unavailing sorrow; and 
having paid a proper tribute to the memory of my 
first dear mate, I resolved the following spring to 
seek another, and had the good fortune to meet with 
one, whose ainiable disposition has renewed my hap- 
piness. — And now, my dear, said he, let me ask you 
what became of your fonner companion ? 

Why, replied the hen Redbreast, soon after the 
loss of our nest, as he was endeavouring to discover 
what had become of it, a cruel hawk caught him up 
and devoured him in an instant. 

I need not say that I felt the bitterest pangs for 
his loss; it is sufficient to inform you, that I led a 
solitary life till 1 met with you, whose endearing be- 
haviour has made society again agreeable to me* 

While the parent birds were thus relating the 
history of their past misfcrtunes, the young ones 
listened with the greatest attention ; and when the 
tales were ended Flapsy exclaimed. Oh ! what dan- 
gers there are in the world ! I shall be afraid to 
leave the nest. Why so, my love ? said the mother; 
every bird does not meet with hawks and cruel chil* 
dren. You have already, as you sat on the nest, 
seen diousands of the feathered race, of one kind or 
Other, making their airy excursions, full of mirth an8 
gaiety. This orchard constantly resounds with the 
melody of those who chant forth their songs of joy; 
and I believe there are no beings in the world hap* 
pier than birds, for we are naturally formed for 
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cheerfulness ; and I flatter myself a prudent pro^ 
caution will preserve both your HEtther and myself 
firom any future accident. Our parents were young 
and inexpei^ienced themselves^ and could not give 
us good advice ; but we know the dangers of th^ 
world) and I hope shall be able to point out to you 
such rules of conduct as may, if followed, counteract 
the usual accidents to which birds are exposed. 

Instead of indulging your fears, Flapsy, said the 
father, summon up all your courage, for to-morrow 
you shall, with your brothers and sister, begin to see 
the world. Dicky expressed great delight at this 
declaration, and Robin boasted that he had not the 
least remains of fear. Flapsy, though still appre- 
hensive of monsters, yet longed to see the guedes 
of life, and Pecksy wished to c6mply with every de- 
sire of her dear parents. The approach of evening 
now reminded them that it was time to take reposcj, 
and turning their heads under their wings, each bird 
soon resigned itself to the gentle powers of sleep. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

After Master and Miss Benson hadb^en gratis 
fied with the sight of the Robin's nest, they were re- 
turning to the house, conducted by their friend Joe^ 
Ivhen they were met in the garden by their papa and 
mamma, accompanied by Miss Lucy Jenkins and her 
brother Edward. The former was a fine girl about; 
ten years old, the latter a robust rude boy, turned 
of eleven. We were coming to seek you, my dear, 
said Mrs. Benson to her chUdren, for I was fearful 
that the business you went upon would make you 
forget your young visitors. 

I cannot answer for Frederick, replied Mies Ben- 
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son ; but indeed^ mamma^ I would not on any account 
have slighted my friends. — How do you do, my dear 
Miss Jenkins? said she; I am happy to see you. 
Will you go with me into the play-room ? ' I have 
got some very pretty new books. — Frederick, have 
you nothing to shew Master Jenkins ? O yes, said 
Frederick, I have got a new ball, a new top, a hew 
orgsui, and twenty pretty things, but I had rather 
go back and shew him the Robins. 

The Robins ! said Master Jenkins, what Robins ? 
• Why our Robins that have built in the ivy-wall. 
You never saw any thing so pretty in your life as the 
little ones. 

Oh, I can see birds enow at home, said Master 
Jenkins; but why did you not take the nest? it 
would have been nice diversion to you to toss the 
young birds about. I had a great many nests this 
year, and do believe I have an hundred eggs* 
. An hundred eggs! and how do you propodeto 
hatch them? said Miss Harriet, who turned 4|ftck 
on hearing him talk in this manner. 

Hatch them. Miss Benson? said he, who ever 
thinks of hatching birds' eggs ? 

Ohi then you eat them, said Frederick, or perhaps 
let your cook make puddings of them ? 

No, indeed, replied Master Jenkins, I blow out 
the inside, and then run a thread through them, and 
give them to Lucy to hang up amongst her curiosi- 
ties ; and very pretty they look, I assure you.* 

And so, said Miss Harriet, you had rather see a 
parcel of empty egg-shells, than hear a sweet con- 
cert of birds singing in the trees ? I admire your 
taste, truly \' 

Yfh^t is there any harm in taking birds' ^ggs? 
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said Miss Jenkins f I never before heard that there 
i¥as. 

. My dear mammae replied Miss Benson^ has taught 
me to . think there is harm in every action which 
gives causeless pain to any living creature ; and I 
own I have a very particular affection for birds. 

Well^ said Miss Jenkins, I have no notion of such 
affections, for my part. Sometimes, indeed, I try 
to. rear those which Edward brings home, but they 
are teasing troublesome things, and I am not luqky ; 
to. tell the truth, I do not concern myself much about 
them ; if they live they live, and if they die they die» 
He has brought me three nests this day to plague 
me ; I thought to have &d the birds before I came 
out, but being in a hurry to come, to see you, I quite 
forgot it — ^Did you feed them, Edward ? Not l^ 
said he, I. thought you would do it ; 'tis enough for. 
me to find the nests. 

And have you actually left three nests of youDg* 
birds at home without victuals! exclaimed Misa 
Harriet. 

I did not think of them, but will feed them when 
I return, said Miss Jenkins. 

Ob, cried Miss Benson, I cannot bear the thoughts 
of what the poor little creatures must suffer. 

Well, said Master Jenkins, since you feel so much 
for them, I think. Miss Harriet, you will make the 
best nurse — ^What say you, Lucy, vdll you give the 
nests to Miss Benson ? With all my heart, replied 
his sister; andFpray do not plague me with any 
more of them. 

I do not know that my mamma will let me accept 
them, said Miss Benson ; but if she wiU, I shall b^ 
glad to do SQ^ 
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Frederick enquired what birdy they wei^ and 
Master Jenkins informed him there was a nest of 
linnets, a nest of sparrows^ and amther of blackbirds. 
Frederidk was aU impatience to see them ; and Miss 
Harriet longed to have the little creatures in her 
possession^ that she might rescue them from their 
deplorable condition, and lessen the evils of cap- 
tivity, which tbej now suffered in the extreme. 

Her mamma had left her with her young compa- 
nions, that they might indulge themselves in inno- 
cent amusements without restraint, but the tender^ 
hearted Harriet could not engage in any diversion 
till she had made intercession in b^alf of the poor 
Inids: she therefore begged Miss Jenkins would 
accompany her to her mamma, in order to ask per-^ 
missioa to have the birds* nests. She accordingly 
wtot, and made her request known to Mrs. Benson, 
who readily consented ; observing, that though she. 
l^ida very great objection to her children's havhig 
birds' nests, yet she could not deny her daughter on 
the present occasion. Harriet, from an uawilling-^ 
nesB to. expose her friasd, had ssiid but little on the 
subject, but Mrs. Benson, having great discernment, 
conchided that she made the request firom a inerei- 
ful motive, and knowing that Miss Jes^ana had no 
kind mamma to give her instruction, she thus ad- 
dressed her: 

I perceive^ my young friend, that Harriet is ap- 
prehensive the birds wiU not naeet with the same 
kind ti^eatment from you, which she is disposed ta 
give them. I cannot think you have any cruelty in 
your nature, biit perhaps you have only accustomed 
yourself to cqnsider birds as playthings;, without 
sense of feeling; to me, who am a great admirer of 
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the beautiful little creatures, they appear in a very 
different light; and I have been an attentive ob-' 
server of them, 1 assure you* 

Though they cannot speak our language, each 
kind has one of its own, which is perfectly under- 
stood by those of its own species ; and so far mtelli- 
gible to us as to convince us they are susceptible of 
joy> ff^^fy fe^j anger, and resentment ; and we may 
easily discover, that they delight in associating with 
those of their own class, and pursue with alacrity 
the employments allotted liiem; from whence we 
may justly infer, that it is cruel to rob them of their 
young, deprive them of their liberty, separate them 
from their respective societies, or plape them in si- 
tuations where they are excluded from the blessings 
suited to their natures, for which it is impossible for 
us to give them an equivalent. 

Besides, these creatures, insignificant as they ap- 
pear in your estimation, were made by God as well 
as you. Have you not read in your Testament, my 
dear, that our Saviour said, Blessed are the merd' 
/ul, for they sTiM obtain mercy ? How then can 
you expect that God will send his blessing upon 
you, if you, instead of endeavouring to imitate him 
in being merciful to the utmost of your power y are 
wantonly cruel to innocent creatures which he de- 
signed for happiness ? 

This admonition from Mrs. Benson, which Miss 
Jenkins did not oxp^ect, made her look very serious, 
and brought tears into her eyes : on which the good 
lady took her by die hand, and kindly said, I wish 
not to distress you, .my dear, but merely to awaken 
the natural sentiments of your heart; reflect at 
.your leisure on what I4ave taken the liberty of say- 
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ing to you, and I am sure you will think me your 
friend. -I knew your dear mamma^ and can assure 
you she wa^ remarkable for the tenderness of her 
disposition^ But let me not detain you from your 
amusements; go to your own apartment, Harriet, 
aiid use your best endeavours to make your visitors 
happy. You cannot this eveiUng fetch the birds, 
because when Miss Jenkins goes it will be too late 
for you to take so long a walk, as you miist come 
back afterwards ; and I make no doubt but that to 
oblige you she will feed them to-night. 

Miss Harriet and Miss Jenkins returned, and 
found Frederick diverting himself with the hand- 
organ, which had lately been presented by his god- 
papa ; but Master' Jenkins had laid hold of Miss 
Harriet's dog, and was searching his own pocket for 
a piece of string, that he might tie him and the cat 
together, to see, as he said, bow nicely they would 
fight; and so fully was he bent on this cruel pur- 
pose, that it was with difficulty he could be pre- 
railed on to relinquish it. 

Dear me, said he, if ever I came into such a house 
in my life, there is no fun here ! What would you 
have said to Harry Pritchard and me the other day, 
when we made the cats fly ? 

Majde the cats fly ! said Frederick, how was that? 

Why, replied he, we tied bladders on each side 
of their necks, and then flung them from the top of 
the house. There was an end of their purring and 
mewing for some time^ I assure you, for t^ey lay a 
long while struggling and gasping for breath ; and 
if tfiey had not had nine lives, I think they must 
have died : but at last up they jumped, and away 
they ran scampering. Then out came little Jemmy, 
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crying as if he had flown down himself^ because we 
hurt the poor cats *^ he had a dog running after him, 
who I suppose meant to call us to task with his bow 
wow ; but we soon stopped his tongue^ for we caught 
the gentleman^ and drove him before us iiito a nar*^ 
row lane^ and then ran hooting after him into the 
village; a number of boys joined us^ and cried out 
as we did, a mad dog / a mad dog ! On this seve« 
ral people pursued him with cudgels and broom- 
sticks, and at last he was shot by a man, but not 
dead, so others came and knocked him about the 
head till he expired. 

For shame ! Master Jenkins, said Miss Harriet, 
how can you talk in that rhodomontade manner ? I 
cannot believe any young gentleman could bring his 
heart to such barbarities. 

Barbarities, indeed I why, have we not ja right to 
do as we please to dogs and cats, or do you think 
they feel as we do ? Fiddle faddle of your nonsense, 
say I ; come, you must hear the end of my story — 
When the dog.was dead) we carried him home to 
little Jemmy, who was ready to break his heart for 
the loss of him ; so we did not like to stand hearing 
his whining, therefore left^ him and got a cock, 
whose legs we tied, and flung at him till he died. 
Then we set two others to fighting ; and fine sport 
we had, for one was pecked till his breast was laid 
open, and the other was blinded, so we left them 
to make up their quarrel as they could. After this 
we picked all the feathers off a live chicken, and you 
never saw such a ridiculous little animal in your 
life. Then we got some puppies, and drowned them 
while the mother stood by. Oh ! how she howled 
and criedi while they struggled on the surface of tlie 
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water; and there was no quieting her for sereral 
days. 

Stop ! stop ! exclahned Miss Harriet^ for pity's 
aake^ stop ! I can hear no more of your horrid sto* 
ries ; nor would I commit even one of those barbari- 
ties which you boast of for the world ! Poor innocent 
creatures! what had they done to you to deserve 
auofa usage ! 

I beg, Edward, said his sister, that you wili find 
some other way to entertain us, or I shall really tell 
Mrs. Benson of you. 

What! are you growing tender-hearted all at once, 
cried he. 

I will tell you what I think when I go home, re- 
plied Miss Jenkins. As for poor Frederick he could 
not restrain his tears ; and Harriet's flowed in a 
copious stream, with the bare idea of the sufferings 
of the poor animals, particularly for the live chicken, 
and the poor creature whose puppies were drowned 
in her sight ; but Master Jenkins was so accustomed 
to be guiky of those things without reflection, that 
there was no making any impression of tenderness 
upon his mind ; and he only laughed at their ccm- 
cern, and wanted ta fell ia long story about an ox 
that }iad been driven by a cruel drover till he> went 
mad; but Master Benson and his sister stopped 
their ears. As soon as they left off doing so, he be- 
gan anolther about bat-fowling, which is a treacherous 
custom of going with a lantern by night to the 
hedges, where birds roost, and frightening them 
Intp a net placed for the purpose. In short, it ap- 
peared from his discourse that he was acquainted 
with the whole art of tormenting animals. 
: At last little Frederick went citing to his mamma. 
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and the young ladies retired- to another apartment; 
ap Mastei: Jenkins amused himself with catching flies 
in the window, pulling the legs off from some, and 
the wings from others, delighted with their contor- 
tions, which were occasioned by the agonies they en- 
duiied. Mrs. Benson had some visitors, which pre- 
vented her talking to this cruel boy,, as she otherwise 
would have done, on hearing Frederick's account of 
him, but she determined to tell his papa, which she 
accordingly did some time after, when he returned 
home ; but this gentleman, so far from reproving his 
son, applauded him as a lad of life and spirit, and 
said he would be fit to go through the world. 

Master Jiehkins was now disturbed from his bar- 
barous sport by being called to tea ; and soon after 
that was over the servant came to fetch him and his 
sister. Miss Harriet earnestly entreated her friend 
Lucy to feed the birds properly, till she should be 
allowed to fetch them, who promised to do so ; for 
she was greatly affected with Mrs. Benson's discourse, 
and then entreated her brother to take leave, that she 
might return home ; with this he readily complied, as 
there were no further opportunities for cruelty. 

CHAPTER IX. 

After her little visitors were departed. Miss Har- 
riet went into the drawing-room, and having paid her 
compliments sat herself down, that she might improve 
her mind by the conversation of the company. Her 
mamma perceived that she had been in tears, of which 
Frederick had before explained the cause. I do not 
wonder, my love, said she, that you should have been 
so affected with the relation of such horrid barbarities 
as that thoughtless boy has, by degrees, brought him- 
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tieff to practise/ not only 'without remorse^ but by %i^i9 
of Amusement. However, do not suffer your mind^to 
dwell on them,,ia8 the creatures on which he mffiiiited 
theih are no longer objects of pity. It is wroiig to 
grieve for the death of animals as wedofor the loss of 
our friends, because they certainly are not of so much 
consequence to our httppiness ; and we are taught to 
think their sufferings end with fheir lives, as th^are 
not religious beings ; and therefore the killing them, 
even in the cruellest manner, is not Hke murdering a 
human creature, who is perhaps unprepared to give 
an account of himscilf at the tribunal oP heaven. — ^I 
have, said a lady who was present, been for a long 
time ' accustomed to consider aninmis as mere 'ma- 
chines, actuated by the unerringhand of Providence, 
to do those thmgs whidh are necessary for the pre- 
liervationcjft themselves and their ofi^ring; biit^the 
sight of the learned pig, which has lately been 
'shewn in London, has deranged these ideas, and I 
know not what to think. 

If we puzzle our minds for everon th^esubjeet/itia- 
dam, replied a gentleman who accompanied ^ber» we 
shall never be able fully to comprehend the capacities 
and feelings of creatures so different from ourselves. 
That they have not reasonable souls, like the human 
race, is evident ; but at the same time I think we may 
plainly discover, that they have some* portion ofdntel- 
lect,which is even capable of improvement toa certain 
degree: this is particularly exemplified in the instance 
which Mrs. Franks has just mentioned of the learned 
pig. Mere instinct, I think, would never lead that 
creature to distinguish one letter from another, or, 
' which amounts to the same thing, to comprehend the 
various signs by whidi they ^n^ pointed out to^ikn 
by his keeper. To what Ik pitch may dogs and horses 



be iitit^roved ; iOAj, evety kind ef unisoal that I have 
had an opportunity of observis^^ aeems to ftequive 
8agadity5 by a familiar intercourse with rational ^reA« 
t»res ( yetj after all, they fall short of human reason 
beyond comparison. 

For my part, replied Mrs. Benson, I find the sub- 
ject so miich above my comprehension, that whenever 
my .mind is^posed to expatiate on it, I check the 
inclination, from an opinion that it is of no cons^e^ 
quence :to me whether animals have intellects or notj 
and that it is amongst those thin^ which the Al- 
mighty has intentionally concealed from our pene- 
tration. That they are in the power of mail, aiid 
subservient to his use and pleasuire» gives them n suf- 
ficient claim to our compassion and kindness; and 
wifaile I am partly fed and clothed at the expense of 
the animal creation, I could not bring myself to in- 
flict wanton cruelties upon them. On the other han4, 
as Providence has placed them so much beneath us 
in the scale of beings, I should think it equally wrong 
to elevate them from their proper rank in lifcj and 
suffer them to occupy that share of attention and 
love which is due to our own species only. 

You are certainly right, madam, answered the gen^ 
tleman, there are objects enow for the employment 
of human reason, without our endeavouring to pene. 
trate into thoserthings which must ever remain hid- 
den, unless the inferior creatures were endued with 
speech, we can r&rpi but very imperfect ideas even 
of our own intellectual powers, still less of those of 
other men ; and the farther-any creature is removed 
from us, the less capaUe are we of comprehending 
its nature, as we can only judge in these matters by 
what pasaes m!Oursel»e9t 
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• Neither you» Sir^ nor Mrs. Bensoiii said Mrs* 
Franks^ mean, I apprehend, to discourage the study 
of the natural history of animals. By no means, re- 
plied the latter, for, as far as it is open to our view, 
it is replete with amusement and instruetion. It 
leadsf the mind to contemplate the perfections of the 
Supreme Being, and also furnishes a variety of use- 
.ful hints for the conduct of human affairs. Many 
important arts have, in all probability, been derived 
from animals ; and the exact regularity with which 
they discharge the offices of tenderness and economy, 
affords examples of real utility to those amongst us 
who lire disposed to neglect the duties of humanity. 
-An idle person for instance, may be admonished by 
ah ant or bee, a thoughtless mother by a hen, an 
unfaithful servant ^y a dog, and so on, as one of our 
poets has elegantly pointed out in his Fable *. I 
only mean that we should confine our speculations 
within due bounds, and not caress animals to the ne- 
glect of the human species. 

Then you would condemn a lady of my acquaint- 
ance, said the gentleman, who has a little lap dog on 
which her happiness totally depends ; and to use a 
vulgar expression, her very life seems to be wrapped 
up in his. I am sure it is quite provoking to see a 
reasonable creature make herself so ridiculous. It is 
more than ridiculous, replied Mrs. Benson, it is 
really sinful. At this instant the arrival of Mrs. 
Franks' coach was annotuiced, and she, with the 
gentleman, took leave. 

As soon as they were gone, Pray, mamma, said 
Harriet, what does the learned pig do ? I had a great 
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* Gay's Fable of the Shepherd and FhiUwophcr. 
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desire to ask Mrs. Franks^ but was fearful she would 
think me impertinent. 

I commend your modesty^ my dear> replied Mrs; 
Benson^ but would not have it lead you into such a: 
degree of restraint as to prevent your gratifying that 
laudable curiosity^ without which young persons 
must remain ignorant of many things ver^. proper for 
them to be acquainted with. Mrs. Franks wouldi I 
am sure^ have been far from thinking you imperti- 
nent. Those inquiries only are thought troublesome 
by which children interrupt conversation, and endea- 
vour (b attract attention to their own insignificant 
prattle, but all people of good sense and good nature 
delight in giving them useful information. 

In respect to the learned pig, I h&ve heard things 
which are quite astonishing in a species of animalis 
generally regarded as very stupid. The creature 
was shewn for a sight in a room provided for the 
purpose, where a number of people assembled to 
view his performances. Two alphabets of large let- 
ters on card paper were placed on the floor ; one of 
the company was then desired to propose a word 
whieh he wished the pig to speU : this the keeper 
repeated to the pig, which picked out every lettet 
successively with his snout, and collected them toge- 
ther till the word was completed. He was then de- 
sired to tell the hour of the day, and some of the 
company held a watch to him ; this he seemed with 
his little cunning eyes to esamine very attentively; 
and having done so, picked out figures for the 
hour, and minutes of the day. He exhibited a number 
of tricks of the same nature, to the great diversion 
of the spectators. 

For my own part, though I was in London at the 
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titae he Wd» shewni and bcwd continually of 
wonderful pig from persons of my aequaintancej I 
never went to see him ; for I am fully peF8ua46d, thiat 
great cruelty must have been exercised in teaclung 
\Axb things' so foreign to his nature^ and. therefore 
would not give any encouragetnent to such a scheme. 

And do you thinks mamma, said Harriet,, Hiat the 
jj^ig knows the tetters, and can really «pell worda-? 

I think it possible, my dear, for the pig to be taught 
lO'know the letters one from the other, and that his 
kee]per has some private sign, by which he directs 
btm to each that is wanted y but that he has an id^a 
of spelling I can never believe; nor are animala ca« 
pable of attaining human sciences, because for these 
human fSaculties are requisite ; and no art of man can 
^thoKige the nature of any thii^ though he may be 
able to improve that nature to a certain degree, or at 
least to call f<»th to view powers which would be 
hidden from us, because they would only be exerted 
ift the intercourse of animals, with each oth^. As 
far as this can be done by familiarizing them and 
shewing them such a degree of kindness aa is coa- 
sktenl with our higher obligationa, it may be aa 
a^eeaUe amusement, but will never answer any un- 
povtant purpose to mankind ; and I would advise you, 
Ibrriet) never to give countenance to those people 
who shew what they call /l^a^n^fi? animals, as you may 
assure yourself they exercise great barbarities upon 
them, of which starving them almost to death is most 
likely among the number; and you may, with the 
money such a sight would cost you, procure for your- 
self a rational amusement, or even ndieve some 
wretched creature from extreme distress. But, my 
4ear, it i$ now time fcur you to retire to rest, I will 
therefore bid you good night. 



CHAPTER X. 

Bab^OS in the morning the hen Redbreast awaken- 
ed' hQ? young brood. Come, my little ones, said sh^ 
shake aff your drowsiness^ remember this is the day 
fixed for your entrance into the world. I desire that 
eadii qf you will dress your feathers before you go 
ou&for a slovenly bird is my aversion, and neatness is 
a gf^eX advantage to the appearance of every one. 

The father was upon the wing betimes, that he 
ini^ht give each of his young ones a break£Eist before 
they attempted to leave the nest. When he had fed 
thenii h^e desired his mate to^accompany him as usual 
to Mr* Benson's, where he found the parlour window 
opQB, and his young friends sitting with their mam- 
VMLb Crumbs had been, according to custom, 
strewed before the window, which the other birds 
had nearly devoured; but the Redbreasts took thieir 
usual post on the tea table, and the cock b?rd sang 
fais^ morning lay ; after which they returned with all 
possible speed to the nest, for, having so important 
tai a&ir to manage, they could not be long absent. 
Neither could theii: young benefactors pay so much 
attention to them as usual, for they were impatient 
to fetch the birds' nests from Miss Jenkins's ; there- 
fore a^ soon a3 breakfast was ended they set out on 
their expeditioj(L Harriet carried a basket largq 
enough to hold two nests, and Frederick a smaller 
9ne f^r the other ; tl^us equippecil, with a servant at- 
teiidjiiig them,, diey set off. 

TAx* Jenkins's house was about a, mile from Mr. 
Benson's, it was delightfully situated ; there were a 
beautiful lawxi and canal before '% and a charminjr 
garden behisd ; on one side were ogm field?*, wd m 
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the other a wood. In such a delightfhl retreat as this 
it was natural to expect to find a great many birds ; 
but^ to Miss Harriet's surprise^ they saw only a few 
straggling ones herQ and there^ which fled with the 
utmost precipitation as soon as she and her brother 
appeared ; on this she observed to Frederick, that 
she supposed Master Jenkins's practice of taking 
birds* nests had made them so shy^ and^entreated 
him never to commit so barbarous an action. She 
said a great deal' to him about the cruelties that 
naughty boy had boasted of the evening before, 
which Frederick promised to remember. 

As soon as they arrived at the house, Miss Jenkins 
ran out to receive them, but her brother was gone to 
school. We are come, my dear Lucy, said Miss 
Benson, to claim the performance of Master Jen- 
kinses prombe ; how are your little prisoners ? 

O ! I know not what to sdy to you, my dear, said 
Miss Jenkins, I have very bad news to tell you, and I 
fear you will blame me exceedingly, though not niore 
than I blame myself. I heartily wish I had returned 
home immediately after the kind lecture your mamma 
favoured me with yesterday, which shewed me the 
cruelty of my behaviour, though I was then ashamed 
to own my conviction. 

' I walked as fast as I could all the way front your 
house, and determined to give each of the little crea- 
tures a good supper ; for which purpose I had ^an egg 
boiled, and nicely ehopped ; I mixed up some bread 
and water very smooth, and put a little seed vnitkthe 
chopped egg amongst it, and then carried it to Ae 
room where I left the nests. But what was my con- 
cern when I found that my care was too late for the 
greatest part of them I Every Sparrow lay dead and 
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Uoody: they seemed to have killed each other. 
Urged) I suppose, by extreme hungeri each spent on 
his unhappy associates those pecks and blows which 
were my proper desert. 

. In the nest of Linnets, which were very young, I 
found one dead, two just expiring, and the other al-^ 
most exhausted, but still able .to swallow; to him 
therefore I immediately dispensed some of the food 
I had prepared, which greatly revived him ; and, as I 
thought he would suffer with cold in the nest by 
himself, I covered him over with wool, and had this 
morning the pleasure of finding him quite recovered. 

What, all the Sparrows and three Liipnete dead ! 
said Frederick, whose Uttle eyes swam with tears at 
the melancholy tale: and pray,, Miss Jenkins, have 
you starved all the Blackbirds too ? 

Not all, my little friend, answered JM^iss Jenkins, 
bpt I must confess that some of them have fallen vie- 
tims to my barbarous neglect : however, thf|re are 
two fine ones alive, which I shall, with the surviving 
JJnnet, cheerfully resign to the care of my dear Har- 
riet, whose tenderness will, I hope, be rewarded, by 
the pleasure of hearing them sing when they a;re old 
enough. But I beg you will stay and rest yourselves 
afker your walk. 
' Let me see the birds first, sai^ Frederick. . 

That you shall do, answered Miss Jenkins ; and 
taking him by the hand, conducted. him to, the rooth 
in which she kept them, accompanied by Miss Ben- 
son. She then fed the birds, and gave particular 
instructions for making their food, and declared 
that she would never be a receiver, of l^icds' nests 
any more ; but expressed. her apprehensions that it 
would be difficult to wean Edward from \^ propen- 
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vty for takiog them ; howerer, said she, he is g<m>g 
as a boarder to a private acade^iy soon, where I 
tikink he will bate better employment for his leismfe 
hours. 

Miss Jenkins then took her joung friends into 
the parlour to her governess (for her mamma was 
dead,) who received them very kindly, and gave 
each of them a piece of cake and some fruit : after 
which Miss Jenkins led them again into the room 
yhere the birds were, and very carefully put the 
nesty with the poor solitai^ Linnet, into one basket, 
and that with the two Blackbirds into the other. 
)?rederick was very urgent to carry the latter, which 
his sister consented to; and then bidding adieu to 
their friend, they set off on their return home, at* 
tended by the ii^iid as before. 

Well* Frederick, said Miss, Harriet, as they walk- 
ed along, what think you of bird-nesting now t 
Should you like to occasion the death of so many 
Bttle harmless creatures f No, indeed, said Frede- 
rick ; and I l^bink Miss Jenkins a very naughty girl 
for starving them. 

She was to ^lame, but b now sorry for her fault, 
my dear, therefore you must not speak unkindly of 
her; besides^ you know she has no good mamma, 
as we have, to teach her what is proper ; and her 
papa is obliged to be absent from home very often, 
and leave her to the care of a governess, who per- 
haps was never instructed herself to be tender to 
animals* 

With this kind of conversation they amused them- 
selv^ as they walked, every now and then peeping 
into their baskets to see their little birds, which 
were yretf fively aud weD. They entreated the 
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miA t<^ tftkulli^m thcough tbe orcb^d« whlob^ bad 
a gate that opened into a nteadolvf tbM Uiy ift tibfeir 
way» halving m doubt, of qtit^mbig i^n|tltmoi»> 9» it 
WM tbe U^ual hour for their friend. Joe t^.wotk 
%h^^* Tbey accordingly knocked at lbe guild, 
:i9rhiqh was iipmediately opened to thej9»> and Fre^j^ 
rick requested Joe to shew him tb^s Robin's i^^at. 
Put before we proceed to this part of oxkv history, 
w^ Hitt$t vetun^ to the Redbreasts, whom we teft VP 
th^ wifig, flying back to the iyy wi^ll, in order t (o 
take their young ones abroad. 

CHAPTER XL 

As the father entered the nest he cried o^t^ with 
cheerful voice, Well, my nestlings, arfr }i(Ctt fdl 
ready i Yes, they replied. The mother then adr 
vanced^ and desired that each of them i^ oiuld gfit 
upon the edge of the nest. Robin and Peckfy 
sprang up in an instant, but Dicky and Flapsy, h^juif 
timorou^y were not so expeditious. ^ 

The hearts of the parents felt a rapturous deligl;it 
at the advantageous view they now hftd of t^eir 
young family, which appeared to be. strong^ vigor- 
ous, and lively ; and, in a. word, endued with eveigr 
gift of nature requisite to their, success in the world. 

Now> said the father, stretqh your wings, Robii^ 
and flutter them a little, in this manner, (shewing 
bim the way) and be sure to observe my directions 
exactly. Very welU said he ; do not attempt to fly 
y^t, for here is neither air nor space enough for th^ 
purpose. Walk gently after me to thfi wall ; now 
hop and perch upon this branch, and as soon as yov 
pee me fly aw(^y» spread your wings^ and exert «U 
the strength you have *o follow me. 
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'i Robin acquitted lumself to admirationi arid al% 
ed very safely on the ground. 
. Now stand still, said the father, tiH the rest join 
us: then going back, he called upon Dicky to do 
ike same as his brother had done; but Dicky was 
Tery fearftd of fluttering his wings, for he had a 
•grelat deal of cowardice in his disposition, and ex- 
pressed mtoy apprehensions that he should not 
reach the ground without falling, as they were such 
a great height from it. His father, who was a very 
courageous bird, was quite angry with him. 

Why, you foolish little thing, said he, do you 
mean to stay in tbe nest by yourself and starve ; I 
'shall feave off* bringing you food, I assure you. Do 
you think your wings were given you to'be always 
-feldied by your sides, and that the whole employ- 
^mtot of your life is to dress your feathers and make 
yourself look pretty ? Without exercise you cannot 
long enjoy health ; besides, you will soon have your 
livelihood to earn, and therefore idleness would in 
you be the height of folly ; get up this instant. 

picky, intimidated by his father^s displeasure^ 
got up, and advanced as far as the branch from 
which he was to descend i but here his fears return- 
ed, and, instead of making an effort to fly, he stood 
4Eapping his wings in a most irresolute manner, and 
suffered his father to lead the way twice without 
ibllowing him. This good parent, finding that he 
would not venture to fly, took a circuit, unperceived 
by Dicky, and watching the opportunity, when his 
wings were a little spread, came suddenly behind 
;him, and. pushed him off the branch. Dicky, find- 
ing himself in actual danger of falling, now gladly 
stretQiied his pinions, and upborne by the air, gently 



descended to the ground so near the i^xyt where 
Robin stood^ that the latter easily reached him by 
hopping. # 

The mother now undertook to conduct Flapsy and 
Pecksy^ whilst the father stayed to take care of the 
two already landed. Flapsy made a thousand diffi- 
culties^ but at length yielded to her mother's persua- 
sions, and flew safely down. Pecksy, without the 
least hesitation, accompanied her, and, by exactly 
following the directions given, found the task much 
easier than she expected. 

As soon as they had a little recovered from the 
fatigue and fright of their first essay at flying, they 
began to look around them with astonishment. 
Every object, on which they turned their eyes, ex- 
cited their curiosity and wonder. They were nd 
longer confined to a little nest, built in a small hole^' 
but were now at fuU liberty in the open air. The, 
orchard itself appeared to them a world* For some 
time each remained silent, gassing around, first at 
one thing, then at another; at length Flapsy cried 
out. What a charming place the world is ! I had no 
conception that it was half so big ! , 

And do you suppose, then, my dear, replied the 
mother, . that you now behold the whole of the 
world? I have seen but a small part of it myself^' 
and yet have flown over so large a space, that what 
is at present within our view, appears to me a IJttle 
inconsiderable spot ; and I have conversed with se- 
veral foreign birds, who informed me that the coun- 
try they came from was so distant,, that they were 
many days on their journey hith^, though* they 
flew the nea^st way, and scarcely allowed them- 
selves any resting time. 
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Qbmt^ «ii4 (b&^&lb^ \^ us proceed td htmk 
Wf^ did T¥>^UMe the nest merely ta loqk 9bo^ m 
You are now^ my young ones> safely landed or the 
fpmmif l^t 090 instruct you wh»t youi nve ta dq oa 
it* Kv^ry UvU^ creature that com09 ioto the \ifQrld 
haa s^n^hing #lIotted him to i)0rform, wA th«tre* 
(ore abould not atand an idle spectator of yiF^kax 
qtfaera ate' doiog« We small birds have a very easy 
task^in eoinparisoo of many animals I have lia4 an 
oipportonity of observing, being only required to 
seek food for ourselves, build nests, and provide foc* 
ouf ypuQg ones till they are able to procure their 
Qwa livelihood* 

We have indeed enemies to dread ; hawka and 
ol^er birds of prey ivill catch us up, if we are not 
^pon our gdard ; but the worst foes we have are 
thoae of the human race ; though even among them 
the Redbreasts have a better chance than many 
other birds, on account of a charitable action 
which a pair of our species are said to ha^e per- 
formed towards a little boy and girl* who were 
lost in a wood, where they were starved to death. 
The Redbreasts I mean saw the affectionate 
pairi hand in hand, stretched on th^ cold 
ground, and would have fed them, had they been 
capable of receiving nourishment ; but finding them 
qui^ dead, and being unable to bury them, resolved 
to cover them with leaves. Thiis was an arduous 
task, but many a Redbreast has since shared the re- 
ward of it 'y and I believe that those who do good to 
Others always meet with a recompence some way or 
Qther^ But I declare I am doing the very thing I 
iraa reproving you for-r-chattering away when I 
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dtoiild'te ttivniiAg bucnnesa. Com^ hap aftar jM| 
iftid we sbklleoon find aometbing worth having. Fe«r 
nothings for you are now in a phKse of security; 
there is no hawk near^ and I have never seeii aiiji et 
the human race enter this ordiard but the monsters 
who paid you visits in the nest, and others equatty 
inoffensive. 

The father then hopped away, followed by Robin 
and Dicky; while his mate conducted the female part 
of die family. The parents instructed their y6ung 
ones ih what manner to seek their food^ and they 
proved very successful, for there were a number of 
insects just at hand. 

ip)icky had the good ferine to find tovit Kttle 
worms together ; but, instead of calling bis brother 
and sisters to partake of them, he devoured them idl 
himself. 

Are you not ashamed, you Mttle greedy breaturei 
cried his father, who observed his seUsh dispositionf 
What would you think of your brother and sisters 
were they to serve you so t In a family every indu 
yidual ought to consult the welfare of the whole, m^ 
stead of his own private satisfaction. It is his own 
truest interest to do so. A day may come when he 
who has now sufficient to supply the wants of his ro- 
tations, may stand in need of assistance from them. 
But setting aside selfish considerations, which are the 
hist that ever find place in a generous breast, how 
great is the pleasure of doing good and contributing 
to the happiness of otherp ! 

Dicky was quite confounded, and immediately 
hopped away, to find, if possible, something for his 
brother and sisters, that he might regain their good 
opinion. 

In the mean while Robin found a caterpillar, 
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which be intended to take to Pecksy ; but Jost ad^ 
he was going to pick it up> a Linnet^ which had a 
nest in the orchard^ snatched it from him and fl^w 
away with it. 

Inflamed with the most furious rage, Robin ad- 
vanced to his father, and entreated that he would 
fly after the Linnet and tear his heart out. 

That would be taking violent revenge, indeed, said 
his father. No, Robin^ the Linnet had as great a 
right to the caterpillar as you or I ; and, in all pro- 
bability, has many little gaping mouths at home to 
recmve it. But, however this may be, I had, for my 
own part, rather sustain an injury than take revenge. 
You must expect to have many a scramble of tUs 
kind in yOur life ; but if you give way to a resentful 
temper, you will do yourself more harm than.all the 
enemies in the world can do you ; for you will be in 
perpetual agitation, from an idea that every one who 
does not act in direct conformity to your wishes, has 
a design against you. Therefore restrain your an- 
ger, that you may be happy ; for, believe me, peace 
and tranquillity are the most valuable things you can' 
possess. 

At this instant Pecksy came up with a fine fat 
spider in her mouth, which she laid down at her mo* 
ther*s feet, and thus addressed her: Accept, my 
dear parent,> the first tribute of gratitude which I 
have ever been able to offer you. How have I 
formerly longed to ease those toils which you and 
my dear father endured for our sakes ; and gladly 
Would I now release you from farther fatigue on my 
account, but I am still a poor inexperienced crea- 
ture, and must continue to take shelter under your 
wing. All my power to assist you shall however be 
exexted, and I will hop* as long as I am able to pro^ 
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Cure provisions for the family. The e^esof the 
mother sparkled with delight; and knowing diat 
Pecksy's lore would be disappointed by a refusal^ 
she ate the spider^ which the dutiful nestling had so-- 
affectionately brought her; and then said^ How 
happy would families be, if etery one like jo\x, my 
dear Pecksy^ consulted the welfare of the rest; in-' 
stead of turning their whole attention te their own 
interest. 

Dicky was not present at this speech, which he 
might have considered as a reflection on his own 
conduct ; but he arrived as it was ended, and pre- 
sented Pecksy with a worm, like those he had hin»* 
self so greedily eaten. She received it with thaokn, 
and declared it was doubly welccmie from his beak. 

Certainly, said the mother, fraternal love stamps a 
value on the most trifling presents. Dicky felt him- 
self happy in having regamed the good opinion of 
his mother and obliged his sister, and resolved for 
the future to be generous. 

The young Redbreasts soon aftei^ all collected to* 
gether, near the gate which led into the meadow, 
when they were suddenly alarmed by a repetitibn of 
the same noises which had formerly so terrifled them 
in the nest ; and Robin, who was foremost, beheld, 
to his very great amazement, Master and Miss Ben* 
son, the maid who attended them, and Joe the gar- 
dener, who, having opened the gate, was, at the 
request of his young master and mistress, conducting 
them to the ivy-wall. 

Robin, with all his courage, and indeed he was 
not deficient in this qualification, was seized with a 
great tremor ; for if the view he had of the feces of 
these persons had appeared so dreadfhl to him when 



ke. saiJa tbe neat, wfasife. mwU it.ne'«v> be^ to beli^Jd 
duir &1I siae^. aniL see theia advancing: witb^ as he 
tlkotigbt, gigantic strides towards him.? He exfiected 
Botlikig less tfaaa to be cnisbf^ .to death witb the 
fiiot of .one o£ them ; and im^ having, yet alitaine^ bis 
fUt stvengdi, and never having raised himself in the 
air, he knew not how to escape ; therefore chirped 
aorlomUf as not oiiiy to sucprisie his brother and sis* 
ters, and bring his father and mother to inquire the 
amaiiibg of his cry, but also to attract tbe attention 
<i£Mafiter and IKtisa Benson^ 

Whali.cbirping is (hat! eried the hitteff.-^lt was^ 
aaad the inaid^ the cry of a young bird ; was it not 
ooftttf those in thebadceta? Noj said Frederick, 
the voise came that way, pointing to some currant 
kuafaea* — My birds ate very wel}» and so is my Ltin- 
aet,. repKed Harriet.-^Frederick then set down his 
charge Very carefully, aftd began looking about in 
the place from whence he supposed the sound pro- 
ceeded, when, to his great joy, he soon disc<^vered 
the Rfidftteasts and tbajr Kttle family. He catted 
eagdgdy t(^ his( siater, who utas equally pleased with 
Hbe sight. Frederick then stooped down to take a 
Maaet i^ew of them;^ 1^ which in^ans hf directly 
fiontad* Bobift, who, aa soon as the young gentleman/a 
iacft was on a level with his eyes« recollected himn 
and calliiig to his broiiher and sisteFt, told them: they 
Med not be afraid. , 

Ifiaa Benson follQwed her brother's example, and 
delighted tbe little flock with the sight of her benign 
eountenanee. She heartily lamented having nothing 
with which te regale her old favoutkeiaf and their fi^ 
nnly», when Fredem^ produced from hia popket a 

t» wbkh tibffy erttmbll^ a<Hl scattered. 



Mba Benson i^esollectiiig that he? mmima wquU ex- 
pect her at home, aiiid t^At the birds is the baakai 
wottM be hungry, persuaded her brother to takis itp 
hia fittle load and return; they tlierefore left, the 

Redbreasts eiyo^^ing the fruits of their bounty. 

* 

CHAPTER XII. 

When the happy birds had shared among theiu 
the acceptable present made by their young benefac* 
tora,. the motlier reminded her mate that it would be 
proper to think of returning to the nest, K the little 
ones fatigue themselres too much with hopping 
about, said she, their strength will be exhausted^ and 
they will not be able to fly back; 

True, my love, replied her mate, gather them un- 
der your wings a little, as there is no reason to ap- 
prehend danger here, and then we will see what, 
they can do. She complied with his desire, and when . 
they were sufficiently rested, got up, on which the 
whole brood instantly raised themselves on their feet. 

Now, Robin, cried the father, let us see your dex- 
terity in flying upwards; come, I will shew you how 
to< raise yourself. 

Oh ! you need not take that trouble, said the con* 
ceited bird ; as I flew down I warrant I know how 
to fly up : then spreading his wings, he attempted to 
rise, but in so unskilful a manner, that he only 
shuffled along upon the ground. 

That will not do, however, cried the father 4 shall 
I shew you now? Robin persisted in it that he 
stood in no need of instruction, and tried again ; he 
managed to raise himself a little way, but soon 
tumbled headlong. His mother then began reprov- 
ing him for his obstinacy, and advised him to accept 
bis father's kind oiSTer of teaching him. 
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You may depend on it| Robin^ said she, that he 
\k ih every respect wiser than you ; and as he has 
had so much practice, he must of coarse be expert 
in the art of flying ; and if you persist in making 
your oivn foolidh experiment, you will only commit a 
number of errors, and make yourself ridiculous; I 
should commend your courage, provided you woidd 
add prudence to it ; but blundering on in this igno^ 
rant manner is only rashness. 

Let him alone, let him alone, said the father ; if 
he is above being taught he may find his own way to 
the nest, I wiQ teach his brother. Come, said he, 
Dicky , let us see what you can do at flying «p- 
warchf you cuf a i;ioble figure this morning when you 
flew down* 

Dicky, with reluctance, advanced ; he said he did 
not see what occasion they had to go back to the 
nest at all ; he should suppose they might easily find 
some snug corner to creep into till they were strong 
enough to roost in trees, as other birds did. 

Why you, said the father, are as ridiculous with 
your timidity as Robin with his conceitedness. 
Those who give way to groundless fears generally 
expose themselves to real dangers ; if you rest on 
the earth all night you will suffer a great deal firom 
cold and damp, and may very likely be devoured, 
whilst you sleep, by rats and other creatures that go 
out in the night to seek for food; whereas, if you 
determine to go back to the nest, you have but one 
effort to make, for which, I will, venture to say, you 
have a sufficient degree of strength, and then you 
will tie warm, safe and quiet : however, do as you 

will. 

Dicky began to think that it was his interest to 
obey his father^ and^said he would endeavour to fly 



]?iAulaus Histories. 69 

upy but was still fear&l he should not be able to ef«- 
iect it. 

Never despair^ replied his father, of dping what 
others have done before you. Turn your eyes.up- 
wards, and behold what numbers of birds are at this 
instant soaring in the air. They were once all nest- 
lings like yourself. See there that new fledged 
Wren, with what courage he skims along ; let it noik 
be said that a Redbreast lies grovelling on the earth 
while a Wreri soars above him ! 

. Dicky was now ashamed of himself, and inspired 
with emulation, therefore, without delay, spread his 
wings and his tail ; his father with pleasure placed 
himself in a proper attitude before him, then rising 
from the ground led the way ; and Dicky, by care- 
fully following his example, safely arrived at the 
nest, which he found a most comfortable resting 
place after the fatigue of the morning, and rejoiced 
that he had a good father to teach him what was 
most conducive to his welfare. 

The father having seen him safe home, returned 
. to his mate, who, during his short absence, had been 
endeavouring to convince Robin of his fault, but to 
no purpose; he did not like. to be taught, what he 
still persuaded himself he could do by his own exer- 
tions ; she therefore applied herself to Flapsy. 

Come, my dear, said she, get ready to follow me 
when your father returns, for the sun casts a great 
heat here, and the nest will be quite comfortable to 
you. Flapsy dreaded the experiment ; however, as 
she could not but blame both Robin's and Dicky's 
conduct, she resolved to do her best ; but entreated 
her mother to inform her very particularly how to 
' proceed. Well then, said the tender parent^ ob- 
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serve me. Fint btod your legs» iheii «priiig finom 
the ground as quick as you caiii stretching ymxr 
ivings as you rise oiteaight out on -each side of your 
body; shake diem widi a quick motion, aa yoawiU 
see me do, and the .air will yield to yon, and -Mt (he 
same time support your weight; whichever way you 
.want to turn, strike the air with the wing oci the con- 
trary side, and that will bring you about. She 'then 
voaefrom the gronndj^ and having pi*actised two or 
three times repeatedly whet she had been teaching, 
i^psy at lengdi ventured to follow her, butwidi a 
pa]{fftating heart ; and was soon happily sotted in 
the 4^at by the side of Dicky, who rejoiced that his 
^Gvrourite sister was safely arrived. 

Thie mother bird now went back to Pecky, who 
was waiting with her &ther till she returned; for 
the good parent chose to leave the female part of his 
family to the particular management of th^ mother. 

Pecksy was fully prepared for the JBight, lor ahe 
had attentively observed tihe instruction given to the 
others,. and also their errors ; she therefore kept the 
happy medium betwixt seIf*conceit and timidity, in- 
dulging that moderated emulation which ought to 
possess every young heart ; and, resolving that nei- 
ther her inferiors nor equals should soar above lier, 
she sprang from the ground, andwithasteadinessand 
agility, wonderful for her first essay, followed her mo- 
ther to the nest, who, instead of stopping to rest her- 
iself there, flew to a neighbouring tree, that she.might 
be at hand to assist Robin, should he repent of his 
folly ; but Robin disappointed her hopes, for he sat 
•sulky; though convinced he had been in the wrong, 
he would not humble himself to his father; who 
therefore resolved to leawe him 4x^ litde while and vb- 



turn to ttie nedt. As soon m llobm feand himkit 
deserted^ instead of Iseing mny, he gave ^ay la 
anger and reseatment. Why, eiwi he, am I to be 
treated in tliis manner, who am ^teeldestof the fa- 
'mily/while all theKtde dai^lings are fondled and ca- 
ressfed ? But I doa't care, 1 4»n get to thenest yet, 
I make no doubt. He then attempted to ily, aad 
after a great many trials, at length got up in theiair, 
but knew not which way to direct his course; iand 
sometimes turned to the tight and sometimes to the 
left; now he advanced forwards a little, and now* 
fearing he was wrong,- oame back again; at length 
quite speiit with fatigue, he fell to the ;groiii|d^.'and 
bruised himself a good :deal : stunned with the fall, 
he lay for some minutes without sense or -motion, 
but soon revived; and -finding himself alone in this 
dismal condition, the horrors of his situation filled 
him with dreadful apprehensions, and the bitterest 
remorse* 

Oh ! cried he, that I had but followed the advioe 
and e:xample of my tender parents, tHep had I been 
safe in the nest, blest with their kind caresses, and 
enjoying the company of my dear brother and sis* 
ters ! but now I am of all birds the most wretched ! 
never shall l be 4ible to fly, for every joint of me :has 
received a shock which I doubt it will not recover. 
Where shall 'I find shelter from the scorchiitg suq, 
whose pierioing rays already render the ground Hie 
on intolerably hot ? What kind'beak will supply .me 
with food to assuage the pangs of hunger which I 
shall soon feel? By what -means shall I procure even 
a drop of water to quench that thirst which 90 fre- 
qoenlly Tetunis? Who wilLprotect me from the va- 
rious tribes of Jiaarbaieons aoimals which I have been 
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'^€ld xnake a prey of birda? Oh, my dear, my ten* 
der.mother, if the sound of my voice can reach your 
earS} pity my conditio^, and fly to my succour. 

The kind parent waitedfor no further solicitation, 
but darting from the branch on which she /had ^een 
a painful eye-witness of Robin's fall, she instantly 
stood before him. 

I have listened, said she, to your lamentations ; 
and, since you seem convinced of your error^ will 
not add to your sufferings by my reproaches ; my 
heart relents towards you, and gladly would I afford 
you all the aid in my power : but, alas ! I can do but 
little for your relief: however, let me persuade you 
to exert all the strength you have, and use every ef- 
fort for your own preservation; I. will endeavour to 
procure you some refreshment, and at the same time 
contrive means of fixing yoa in a place of more secu- 
rity and comfort than that . in which you at present 
lie. So saying, she flew to a little stream which 
flowed in an adjacent meadow, and fetched, from 
the brink of it, a worm which she had observed an 
angler drop as she perched on the tree ; with this 
she immediately returned to the penitent Robin, who 
received the welcome gift with gratitude. 

Refreshed with this delicious, morsel, and comfort- 
ed by his mother's kindness, he was able to stand 
up, and, on shaking his wing, found that he was not 
so greatly hurt as he apprehended ; his head^ in- 
deed, was bruised, so that one eye was almost 
closed, and he had injured the joint of one wing so 
that he could not possibly fly : however, he could 
manage to hop, and the parent bird observing tliat 
Joe the gardener wa& cutting a hawthorn hedge, 
which was near the spot, desired Robin to follow 
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her; this he did, though with great pain. Now, 
said she, look carefully about, and you will soon find 
insects of one kind or another for your sustenance, 
during the remainder of the day, and before evening 
I will return to you again. Summon all yotir cou^ 
rage, for I make no doubt you will be safe while our 
friend continues his work, as none of those creatures 
which are enemies to birds will venture to come near 
him. Robin took a sorrowful farewell, and the mo« 
ther flew to the nest. 

You have been absent a long time, my love, s^d 
her mate, but I perceive that you were indulging 
your tenderness towards that disobedient nestling, 
who has rendered himself unworthy of it: however, 
I do not condemn you for giving him assistance, for 
had you not undertaken the task, I would myself have 
flown to him instead of returning home ; how is he, 
likely to live and reward your kindness ? — Y^s, said 
she, he will, I flatter myself, speedily recover, for his 
hurt is not very considerable ; and I have the plea- 
sure to tell you, he is extremely sensible of his late 
folly, and I dare say; will endeavour to repair his 
fault with future good behaviour ; — this is pleasing 
news indeed, said he. 

The little nestlings delighted to hear their dear 
brother was safe and convinced of his error, ex- 
pressed great joy and satisfaction, and entreated 
their father to let them descend again, and keep him 
company; to this he would by no means consent, be- 
cause as he told them^ the fatigue would be too 
great ; and it was proper that Rabin should feel a 
little longer the consequences of his presumption : 
to-morrow, said he, you shall pay him a visit, but to- 
day he shall be by. himself : on this they dropped 
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their' request ; knowing that their parent was Ae 
best judge what was proper to be done ; and not 
doubting but that his afiection would lead hhn to 
fvery thing that was conducive to the real happiness 
of bis family: but yet they could not tell how to be 
happy without Robin, and were continually perking 
up their little heads, fancying they heard his cries ; 
both the ftither and mother frequently took a peep 
at him, and had the satisfaction of seeing him ^ery 
safe^by their friend Joe the gardener. But it is time 
to inquire after Master and Miss Benson. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

This happy pair arrived at the house soon after 
they left the Redbreasts, and communicated every 
circumstance of their expedition to their kind mam^ 
ma, who hearing their little prisoners in the basket 
chirp very loudly, desired they would immediately 
go and feed them, which they gladly did, and then 
took a short leisson. Mrs. Benson told Miss Harriet 
1^a,t she was going to make a vidlt in the afteimooB, 
and should take her widi her, therefore dedred she 
would keep herself quite still, that she might not bd 
fatigued aftei^ the walk she had in the monuog ; foi 
though she meant to go in the coach, it was her in- 
tention to walk home, as the weather was so remark* 
ably fine* The young lady took great cai^ of the 
birds, and Frederick engaged with the assistance 
of the maid, to feed them during her absence. Miss 
Benson was then dressed to attend her mamma* 

Mrs. Addis, to whose house they were going, was 
a widow lady ; she had two childr^i. Master Charles, 
a boy of twelve years old, at school, and Miss 
Augusta, about seven, at home. But these children 
were quite strangers to llfiss Benson. 



■ On entemg the hall the young lady took notice 
of^a very disagreeable smell, and was surprised with 
the appearance of a parrot^ a paroquet, and a macaw, ' 
all Bi most superb cages. In the next room she came 
to were a squirrel and a monkey, which had each a 
little house neatly ornamented. ' 

On being introduced mto the drawingnreom, she 
observed in one comer a lap dog, lying on a splendid^ 
cushion; and in a beautiful little cradle, which she 
supposed to contain a large wax doll, lay, in great 
state, a cat with a Ktter of kittens. In vain did Miss 
Harriet look for Mrs. Addis's children, for neither of 
them appeared. 

After the wtual compliments of salutation were 
over, I have, sidd Mrs. Benson, taken the liberty of 
bringing my daughter with me, madam, in hopes of 
inducing you to favour us, in return, with the com*^ 
pany of Master and Miss Addis. 

You are obKging, madam, replied the lady, but 
indeed I never take my children with me^ they are so 
rude; on the contrary, I am obliged to keep the boy 
almost continually at school, for he is so cruel to my 
cfeor Utile precious creatures, that there is no bear- 
ing him at home ; and as for Augusta, it will b6 time 
enough some years hence f<»* her to go a visiting. 

I am sorry to hear you say this, madam, said Mrs. 
Benson, but hope my daughter will at least be in- 
dulged with seeing Miss Addis to-day, or I shdl 
think you are displeased at my bringing Harriet 
h^re. This in reality was the case, as Mrs. Benson 
perceived it, for the lady looked very cross : however, 
she could not refuse luting her daughter come into 
the drawing-YOom, as her guest particufairly derired 
it 
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Miss Hanriet was very curious to examine the-va-* 
rious animals which were collected together by. this 
c^xtraordinary lady; but as hermamma never suffered 
her to run about when she. accompanied her to other 
people's houses, she sat down and kept quite still; 
only glancing her eye first to one part of the room» 
and th^i to the other, as her attention was succes- 
sively attracted. 

Mrs. Addis rang the bell, and ordered that 
Augusta might come to her. The footman, who had 
never before received such a command, (for Mrs. 
Addis only saw the child in the nursery), stared with 
astonishment, and thought he had mistaken it. 
However, on his mistress's repeating, that the little 
girl was to be brought d^wn, he went to tell the 
nursery-maid to take her. What new fancy is this? 
8aid she. Who would ever have thought of her 
wanting the child in the dramng-^oom i I have no 
stockings clean for her, nor a frock to put on but 
what is all to pieces ; I wish she would spend less 
on her cats and dogs^ and mankies, and then her 
child might appear as she ought to do. I wont go 
up stairs, Nanny, said the child, mamma is so cross 
to me. But you must, said Nanny ; besides, there 
is a pretty young lady come to see you ; and if you 
will go, like a good girl, you shall have a piece of 
sugared bread and butter for your supper, and you 
shall carry the new doll which your god-mamma gave 
.you, to shew your little visitor. 

Thesie bribes had the desired eflfect, and Bliss Au- 
gusta went into the drawing-room; but, instead of 
entering it like a young lady, with a gented curtsey, 
she stopped at the door, hung down .^r head, and 
looked like a little simpleton. Miss Benson was so 
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surprised at her awkwardness that she did not know 
what to do^ and looked at her mamma, who said, 
Harriet, my love, can't you take the little lady by 
her hand and lead her to me ? I believe she is afraid 
of strangers. On this Miss Harriet arose to do so ; 
but Augusta, apprehensive that she would snatch 
her doll away, was going to run out, only she was 
not able to open the door. 

MrSi Benson was quite shocked to see how sickly, 
dirly, and ragged this child was, and what a very 
vulgar figure she made for want of instruction; but 
Mrs. Addis was so taken up at that instant with the 
old lap-dog, which had, as she thought, fallen into a 
fit, that she did not mind her entrance; and, before 
she perceived it, the child went up to the cradle in 
order to put her doll into it, and seized one of the 
kittens by the neck, the squeaking of which provoked 
the old cat to scratch her, and this made her cry 
and drop the kitten on the floor. Mrs. Addis, seeing 
this flew to the little beast, endeavoured to soothe it 
with caresses, and was going to beat Augusta for 
touching it, but Mrs. Benson> interceded for her ; 
though she -could scarcely gain attention^ Mrs. Addis 
being so greatly agitated. 

Tea was now ordered, and Miss Augusta being 
urgent to. go. to her maid, Mrs. Benson thought it 
best she should be indulged ; and therefore said, she 
was sure Harriet would not desire to detain her 
against her inclinations ; and Augusta was dismisseld 
by her mamma, without so much as one tender kiss 
or kind expression ! 

The tea things being set, the footman came in with 
the urn, which employing both his hands, he left the 
.door open ; and was, to the great terror of Miss 
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Hbnitt, and eren 6{ her mamma too^ followed by 
the moidcey they aaw in th6 hal^ which having bro- 
ken hia chain, came to inake a visit to hk lady ; she, 
fiur from being disconcerted, seemed highly pleaaed 
with his cleverness. O my sweet dear Pug, said 
ahe, are you come to see us? Pray shew how like a 
gentleman you can behave. Just as she had said 
this he leaped upon the tea-table, and took cap after 
cup and threw them cm the ground, till he broke half 
the set ; then jumped on the badk of his mistress's 
.chair, and tore the cover of it ; in short, as soon as 
he had finished oik piece of mischief he began an- 
other, till Mrs. Addis, though vastly diverted with 
his wit, was obliged to have him Caught and con- 
fined ; after which she began making tea, and quiet- 
jiess was for a short time restored. But Mhs. Ben- 
son, though capable of converdng cm mo^t subjects, 
could not engage Mrs. Addis in any discourse, but 
upon the perfections of her birds and beasts ; and a 
variety of uninteresting particulars were rdated con- 
cerning their wit or misfortunes. 

On hearing the dock strike seven, she begged 
Mrs. Benson's excuse; but said she made it a con- 
stant rule to see all her dear darlings fed at that 
hour, and entreated that she and the young lady 
: would take a turn in the garden in the mean while. 
This was very unpoUte, but Mrs. Benson desired she 
'Would use no ceremonies with her, and was really 
glad of die respite it gave her from company so irk- 
some, and Miss Harriet was happy to be alone with 
her mamma ; she however forbore to make any re- 
marks on Mrs. Addis, because she had beeti taught 
'that it did not become young persons to censure the 
behaviour of those who were older than themselves* 
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The ffxAsxk was spiiciou8> but oveirniA with weeds ; 
the gravel walks were so rough for want of rolling, 
that it was quite painful to tread on thetn ; and the 
grass on the lawn so long> that there was no walUng 
with any coi^fott, for the gardener wfeis ^mbst conti* 
nually going on some errand or other for Mrs* 
Addis's darlings; so Mrs* Bensoti and her daughter 
sat down on a garden seat with an intention of wait- 
ing there till Mrs. Addis should summon them. Miss 
Harriet could not refrain from expressing a wish that 
it was time to go home ; to which Mrs. Benson re- 
plied, that she did not wonder at her desire to 
return ; but, said she, my dear, as, the world was not 
made merely for ma, we must endeavour to be patient 
under every disagreeable circumstance we meet with» 
J know what opinion ybu have formed of Mrs. Addis, 
and should not have brought you to be a spectator 
of her follies, had I not hoped that an hour or two 
passed in her company would afford you a lesson 
which might be useful to you through life. I have 
before told you, that our affections towards the in- 
ferior parts of the creation should be properly regu- 
lated ; you havei in your friend Miss Jenkins and 
her brother, seen instances of cruelty to them, which 
I.mn sure you will never be inclined to imitate ; but 
I was apprehensive you might fall into the contrary 
extreme, which is equally blameable. Mrs. Addis^ 
you see, has absolutely transferred the affection she 
ought to feel for her child to creatures which would 
really be much happier without it. As for puss» who 
lies in the cradle in all her splendour, I will engage 
to say, she would pass her time pleasanter in. a 
basket of clean straw, placed in A situatiou where 
#he could occasionally amuse herself with catching 
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mice. The lap dog is, t am sure, a miserable object^ 
full of diseases, the consequences of luxurious living. 
How enviable is the lot of a spaniel that is at liberty, 
to be the companion of his master's walks, when com- 
pared with his ! Mr. Pug, I am certain, would enjoy 
himself much more in his native wood : and I am 
greatly mistaken if the parrots, &c. have not cause 
to wish themselves in their respective countries, or 
at least divided into separate families, where they 
would be better attended ; for Mrs. Addis, by having 
such a number of creatures, has put it out of 
her power to see properly with her own eyes at all. 
But come, let us go back into the house ; the timd 
for our going home draws near, and I wish not to 
prolong my visit. Saying this she arose, and with 
her daughter went into the drawing room, which 
opened into the garden ; the other door, which led to 
the adjoining apartments, was not shut, and gave them 
an opportunity of hearing what really distressed Mrs. 
Benson, and perfectly terrified the gentle Harriet. 

Begoiie, wretch, says Mrs. Addis, begone this 
instant, you shall not stay a moment longer in this 
house. I hope, madam, you will have the goodness 
to give me a character ; indeed, and indeed, I fed Poll, 
but I believe he got cold when you let him stand out 
of doors the other day. — I will give you ho charac- 
ter, I tell you, so depart this instant ; oh, my poor, 
dear, dear creature ! I fear you will never recover, 
-^ohn! Thomas ! here, run this instant to Perkins 
the.bird<<;atcher, perhaps he can tell me what to give 
him ; then bursting into a flood of tears, she sat down 
and- forgot her guests. 

Mrs. Benson thought it necessary to remind her 
that she was in the house, and stepped to the door 
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to ask what was the matter- Mrs* Addis recoUected 
herself sufficiently to beg pardon for neglecting to 
pay^< attention to her, but declared that the dreadful 
misfortune that had be&Uen her had made her insen* 
sible to every thing else. . 

What can be the matter? said Mrs. Benson. Hare 
you heard of the death of a dear friend? has your 
child met with an accident I — Oh ! no, said she, but 
poor Poll is taken suddenly ill; my dear Poll ;ii?hich 
I have had these seven years, and I fear he never 
will recover. 

If this is all, madam, said Mrs. Benson, I really 
cannot pity you, nor excuse your behaviour to me; 
for it is an instance. 6f disrespect which I believe no 
other person but yourself would shew me, and I shall 
take my leave of your house for ever : but, before I 
go, permit me to say, that you act in a very wrong 
manner, and will certainly feel the ill effects o£yoilr 
injustice to your fellow-creatures, in thus robbing 
them of the love, you owe to them, to lavish it away 
on thosd who are really sufferers by your kindness. 

At this instant the footman entered to inform Mrs^ 
Benson.that her servant was come ; on which, accom- 
panied by Miss Harriet, she, without further cere^ 
mony, left Mrs. Addis to compose herself as she 
could. 

As they walked along, both Mrs. Benson and her 
daughter continued silent, for the former was greatly 
agitated, and the latter quite in consternation, at 
what had lately passed ; but their attention was soon 
awakened by the supplication of a poor woman, who 
entreated them to give her some relief, as diie had a 
sick husband and seven children in a starving con- 
dition : of which, she said, they might be eye-wit-^ 
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nesses if they would liave the goodness to step into 
a bom that was very near. 

The invitation of wretchedness was never given in 
^ain to Mrs. Benson ; her heart was constantly awake 
to the tender feelings of humanity ; and taking her 
daughter by the hand, and desiring the servant to 
stop for her, she follbwed the woman, who conducted 
her to the abode of real woe, where she behdid a 
fitther, surrounded with his helpless fionily, wh<»n 
he could no longer supply with sustenance, and he 
himself, though his disease was subdued, was ahnost 
on the point of expiring for want of some reviving 
cordial. 

How came you to be in this condition, good wo- 
man ? said Mrs. Benson to his wife ; surely yon m^t 
have obtuned relief before your husband was re- 
duced to sudi extremity. 

Oh ! my good lady, said tiie woman, we have not 
been used to beg, but to earn an honest livelSiood 
by our industi^, and never till this sad day have I 
known what it was to ask charity : this morning, for 
the first time, I made application at the only great 
house in this village, where I made no doubt there 
was abundance. I told my dismal tale to a servant, 
and begged she would make it known to her mistress ; 
biit she assured me it was in vain to come there, for 
her lady had such a &mily of cats, dogs, monkies, 
and all manner of creatures, that she had nothmg to 
spare for poor people ; at the same instant I saw the 
poulterer bring a rabbit and a fowl, which I fornid 
were for the favourite cat and dog. This discouraged 
me from begging ; and I had determined to die before 
I would ask again ; but the sight of my dear husband 
and children in this condition drives me to it. 
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Well, cottfbrt yonrself, ssid Mrs. Bensott.^-^ome 
%Q my house to-morrow moniuig» and we wiH side 
what we can do ; in the mean time here is someilliing 
for a present supply. Mrs. Benson then departed^ 
as she was fearful of walking late. 

Miss Hiurriet was greatly affected at this scene, and 
tould no longer help exclaiming against Mrd. Addis. 

She is deserving of great blame, indeed, said Mrs. 
Benson ; but I have the pleai^re to say^ such cha« 
racters as hers are very uncommon, I mean in the ex^ 
treme; tjiough there are numbers of people who fdl 
mto the same fault in some degree, and make them- 
selves truly ridiculous with their unnatural affections. 
I wish you, whileyou are young, to guard your mind 
a^itist such a blameable weakness. 

Miss Harriet assured her^mamma that she should 
never forget either Mrs4 Addis or the lesson she had 
leoeived on llie subject, and then expressed her satis* 
faction that they had met the poor woman. I rejoice 
sincerely, said Mrs. Benson, at having been fortunate 
enough to come in time to assist this poor wretched 
family, and hope, my love, you will, out of your own 
little purse, contribute something to-morrow towards 
their reHef. Most willingly, said Harriel^ they shall 
be welcome to my whole store. 

They kept talking on this subject tUl they arrived 
at home. Little Frederick, who sat up an hour be* 
yond his time, came out to meet them, and assuried 
his sister that the birds were well and fast asleep.. I 
think, said she, it is time for you and me to foBow their 
example ; for my part, with my morning and evening 
walk together, I am really tired, so I shall beg leave 
tawish you a good night, my dear mamma'; papa, t 
supposci will not be at home tins we^k.'^No, m^ 
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dxsarV nor the next, siud Mrs. Benson, for he has many 
affiiirs to settle in the west. I am rather fatigued also; 
und shall soon retire to rest. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

;' We will now return to Robin^ whom we left Under 
the protection of Joe the gardener, though the honest . 
fellow did not know of his own guardianship, ahd con- 
tumed his work without perceiving the little cripple, 
who hopped and shuffled ajbout, pecking here and 
there whatever he could meet with. 

When he had been for some time by himself, his 
mother made him another visit, and told him she had 
interceded with his father, whose anger was abatedi 
and he would come to him before he went to rest. 
Robin rejoiced to hear that there was a chance of his 
being reconciled to his father, yet he dreaded the first 
interview: however, as it must be, he wished to have 
it over as soon as possible ; and every wing he heard 
beat the air he fancied to be that of his offended pa- 
rent. In this state of anxious expectation he continued 
almost to the time of sim-setting, when of a sudden, 
he heard the well-known voice to which be used to 
listen with joy, but which now caused his whole 
frame to tremble ; but observing a beamof benigmty 
in that eye, in which he looked for anger and re- 
proach, he cast himself in the most supplicating pos- 
ture at the feet of his father, who could no longer re- 
sist the desire he felt to receive him into £ivour. 

Your present humility, Robin, said he, disarms my 
resentment ; I gladly pronounce your pardon, and am 
persuaded you will never again incur my displeasure ; 
we will therefore say no more on a subject which 
gives 80 much pain to us, 

1 
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: ' Yes^tny de&r* my too indulgent &ther, eried Robinj 
peacndt me to make my grateful acknowledgments for 
your kindness> and to assure you of my future obedi- 
ence. Xhe delighted parent accepted his submission, 
and, the reconeiliation was completed* Robin now 
felt himself greatly relieved ; but on his father's asking 
•hun what he intended to do with himself at night, his 
spirits sunk again, and he answered, he did not 
know. Well, said the father, I have thought of an 
expedient to secure you from cold at least. 

In a part of the orchard, a very Htde way from 
hence,' there is a place belonging to our friend the 
gardener, where I have sheltered myself from several 
jstorms, and am sure it will afford you a comfortable 
lodging ; so follow me before it is too late. The old 
bird then led the way, and his son followed hint; 
when they arrived, they found the door of the tool 
house open ; and as the threshold was low, Robin 
managed to get over it. His father looked carefully 
about, and at last found, in a corner, a parcel of 
shreds, kept for the purpase of nailing up trees. 
Here, Robin, said he, is a charming bed for you, let 
me see you in it, and call your n^other td have a 
peep, and then I must bid you good night ; so say- 
ing, away he flew, and brought his mate, who was 
perfectiy satisfied with the lodging provided for her 
late undutifiil but now repentant son ; but, reminded 
by her mate that if they stayed longer they might be 
shut. in, they took leave, telling Robin they would 
vi^t him early in the morning. 

Though this habitation was much better than Ro^ 
.Un expected, and he was ready enough to own better 
than he deserved, yet he deeply regretted bis absence 
from the nest, and longed to see again Iiis torotber atid 
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sisters : however, though part of the night was spent 
i& bitter reflections, fatigue at length prevailed i»rer 
anxiety, and he fell asleep* The nestlinga were 
greatly pleased to find that Robin was l&ely to eB-> 
cape the dangers of the night, and even the amdons 
mother at length resigned herself to repose. 

Before the sun shewed his glorious face in the 
east, every individual of Ihis affectionate family were 
awake: the father with impatience waited foY the 
gardener's opening the tool-house ; the tnother pre* 
pared her little ones for a new excursion. 

You will be able to descend with more ease, sgr 
dears, to-day than you dSi yesterday, shall you not t 
O yes, mother, said Dick ; I shall not be at all a&aid ! 
Nor I, says Flapsy. Say you so! then let us see 
which of you will be down first. Come I will shew 
you the way. 

On this, with gradual flight, the mother bent her 
course to a spot near the place where Robin lay con* 
cealed ; they all instantly followed her, and surprised 
their father, who, having seen Joe, was every instant 
expecting he would open the door ; at length, to the 
joy of the whole party, llie gardener apjieaied, and 
they soon, saw him fetch his shears and leave the tool- 
house open ; on this the mother proposed that they 
should all go together and call Robin. There they 
found him in his snug little bed ; but who can de» 
scribe the happy meeting; who can find words to 
express the raptures which fiUed every little bbsMil 

When the first transports subsided, I diink, said 
tjie frtber it will be best to retire firom hence ; if our ' 
^nd returns he may take us for a set of thieves, and 
ai^pose that we came to eat his seeds, and I diouU 
Im P9VPy he should have an ill ppunoa of us. WeB| 
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I am ready; said his mate; and we, cried the whole 
brood ; they accordingly left the tool house, and 
hopped about among the currant bushes. I think, 
«aid the &ther, that you, who have the fhU ^se of 
your limbs, could manage to get up these low trees, 
but Robin must content himself upon the ground a 
little longer. This was very mortifying, but he had 
no one to blame excepting himself; so he forbore to 
complain, and assumed as much cheerfulness as he 
could : his brother and sisters begged they might stay 
with him all day, as they could do very well without 
going up to the nest ; to this the parents consented. 

At the usual hour of visiting Mrs. Benson's tea* 
table the affectionate pair took their morning's flight, 
and found the young gentleman and lady with their 
SEUunma. They had been up a^ long time, for Fre- 
derick had made in his bed-chamber a lodging for 
the birds, which had awakened both him and his 
sister at a very early hour, and they rose with great 
readiness to perform the kind office they had im* 
posed upon themselves. 

The two blackbirds were perfectly well, but the 
linnet looked rather drooping, and they began to be 
apprehensive they should not raise him, especially 
when they found he was not inclined to eat. As for 
the blackbirds, they were very hungry indeed ; and 
their young benefactors, not considering that, when 
fed by their parents, young birds wait some time be* 
tween every morsel, supplied them too fast, and filled 
their crops so full, that they looked as if they had 
great wens in their necks ; and Harriet perceived 
one of them gasping for breath. Stop, Frederick, 
said she, as he was carrying the quill to its mouth, 
the bird is so full he can hold no more; but she spoke 
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^ late : the little creature gave his eyes a ghastly 
roll, and fell on one side suffocated with abundaace. 
Oh ! he is dead \ he is dead ! cried Frederick, He 
is, indeed, said Miss Benson, but I am sure. we did 
not design to kill him : and it is some satisfaction to 
think that we did not take the nest. 

This consideration was not sufficient to. comfort 
Frederick, who began to cry most bitterly ; hi& mamma 
hearing hiin, was apprehensive he had hurt himself, 
for he seldom cried unless he was in great pain ; she 
therefore hastily' entered the room, to inquire what 
was the matter, on which Miss Harriet related the 
disaster that had happened. Mrs. Benson then sat 
down, and taking Frederick in her lap, wiped his 
eyes, and giving him a kiss, said, I am sorry, my 
love, for your disappointment; but do not afflict 
yourself, the poor little thing is out of his pain now, 
and I fancy suffered but for a short time. If you 
keep on crying so you will forget to feed your flock 
of birds, which. I fancy, by the chirping I heard 
from my window, are beginning to assemble. Come, 
let me take* the object of your distress out of your 
sight, it must be buried ; then carrying the dead 
bird in one hand and leading Frederick with the 
ofher, she went down stairs. 

While she was speaking, Miss . Harriet had been 
watching the other blackbird, • which she had soon 
the pleasure to see perfectly at his ease. 

She then attempted to feed the. linnet,. but he 
would not eat. I fancy, Miss^ said the maid, he 
wants air. That may be the case, indeed, replied 
Miss Benson, for you know, Betty, this room, which 
has been shut up all night, must be much closer 
than the places birds build in. Saying this she 
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opened the window^ and placed the linnet near i^ 
waiting to see the effect of the experiment^ which 
answered her wishes \ and she was delighted to be* 
hold how the little creature gradually smoothed his 
feathers^ and his eyes resumed their native lustre; 
she once more offered him food, which he took, and 
quite recovered. Having done all in her power for 
her little orphans, she went to share with her bro- 
ther the task of feeding the daily pensioners; which 
heing ended, she seated herself at the breakfast table 
by her mamma. 

I wonder, said Frederick, who had dried up his 
tears, that the Robins are not come. Consider, re- 
pUed his sister, that they have a great deal of busi- 
ness to do, now their young ones begin to leave 
their nest ; they will be here by and by, I make no 
doubt. 

While she was speaking the servant entered, and 
informed them that a poor woman was at the gate, 
who was ordered to attend in the morning. Mrs. 
Benson desired she might come up. Well, good 
woman, said the benevolent lady, how does your 
husband do this morning ? Thanks to your good^ 
ness, madam, and the blessing of God, quite cheery. 
I am happy, said the lady, to find you in better 
spirits than you were last night, and do not doubt 
you will do very well. I will order some meat and 
bread to be sent you every day this week, and wiH 
also assist you in >clothing the children. Harrietts 
eyes glistened with benevolence at seeing the woman^ 
whose distress had so greatly affected her, thus 
comforted ; and slipping her purse, which contained 
seven shillings, into her mamma's hand, begged she 
would take it for the woman. You shall, my deax^ 
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said Mrs. Benson^ have the pleasure of relieving her 
yourself; give this half-crown to her. Miss Harriet} 
with a delight which none but the compassionate, 
jcan know» ext^aded the hand of charity* The wo- 
man received her benefaction with grateful ackfiow- 
ledgments ; and, praying that the Almighty might 
^hoyrer down his choicest blessings on this worthy 
.£unily, respectfuQy took leave and-retumed to her 
husbandf who* by means of the nourishmei^ MrB. 
J3enson supplied her with, gathered strength hourly. 
She was scarcely gone out of the room when th6 
3^dbreast8 entered^ as I before related. The sight 
pf them perfectly restored Frederick's cheerfijlness; 
and after they were depjirted he requested bis mamma 
that jbe and Harriet might go again to the orchard 
in hopes of seeing the young Robind« That you 
shall do, Frederick, said she, upon condition that 
you continue a very good boy; but as yesterday was 
rather an idle day' with you, you must apply a litde 
closer to-day; and Harriet has a great deal of busi- 
ness to dO| therefore you must wait till evenings and 
then perhaps I may go with you. Frederick was 
juitisfied with this promise, and took great pains to 
learn to read and spell. He repeated by heart one 
of Mrs. Barbauld's hymns, and some other little 
things which he had heen taught ; and Miss Betison 
applied herself to a variety of different lessons with 
great assiduity, and performed her task of work en- 
itirely to her mamma's satisfaction. 

CHAPTER XV. 

As soon as the old Redbreftsts left their little fa- 
mily, in order to go to Mr. Benson's, Pecksy, with 
great solicitude, began to ask Robin where be had 



Fahmhus Hisioriek. 91 

liurt himselfj and how h^ did? Oh 1 tiaid he, I am 
much better ; but it is a wonder I am now alive, for 
yOtt cannot think what a dreadful fall I had. With 
tttlming about as I did in the air» I became quite 
f^ddy, BO could not make the least exertion loir 
saring myself as I was fallitig; and came with great 
£oxte to die ground ; you see how my eye is stiU 
swelled, and it was mudb more so at first. My wing 
is tlie worst, and stflil gives me a good deal of pain; 
observe how it drags on the ground ; but, as it is 
not broke, my father says it will soon be well ; and 
I hope it will be so, iot I long to be flying, and shall 
be glad to receive any instructions for the future* I 
cannot think how I could be so foolishly conceitedt 
as to suppose I knew how to conduct myself without 
my father's guidance. 

^by, young creatures, like us, said Pecksy, cer^ 
taiidy stand in need of instruction, and ought to 
think ourselves happy in having parents Who are 
willing to take the trouble of teaching us what is 
necessary for us to know. I dread the day when I 
must quit the nest and take care of myself. Flapsy 
said she made no doubt they should know how to 
fly and peck, and do every thing before that time; 
and, for her part, she longed to see the world, and to 
know how the higher ranks of birds behaved thenu 
selves, and what pleasures they enjoyed ; and Dicky 
dedared he felt the same wishes, though he must 
confess he had great dread of birds of prey. — ^Oh, 
said Flapsy, they will, never seize such a pretty 
creature as you, Dicky, I am sure : — ^Why, if beauty 
can prevail against cruelty, you w31 also be secure^ 
my sweet sister, replied he, for your delicate engage 
mg shape must plead in your behalf. 
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JvLtt lis he had finished his speech, a hawk ap« 
pitered in sight, on which the whole party was seized 
with a inost uncommon sensation, and involuntarily 
threw themselves on their hacks, screaming wilb 
1)11 their might! and at the same instant the cries ef 
numbers of little birds besides echoed through the 
orchard. 'The Redhreasts soon recovered, and ris- 
ing on their feet, looked about to see what was be- 
coine of the cause of their consternation ; when 
they beheld him high in the air, bearing off some 
unhappy victim, a few of whose feathers fell near 
the young family, who on examining them found 
they belonged to a goldfinch ; on which Pecksy ob- 
served that it was evident these savages paid no 
attention to personal beauty. Dicky was so terrified 
he knew not what to do, and had thoughts of flying 
back to the nest ; but, after Robin's misfortune, was 
fearfiil of offending his father; he therefore got up 
into a currant-bush, and hid himself in the thickest 
part of the leaves. Flapsy followed him ; but Robin 
being obliged to keep on the ground, Pecksy kindly 
resolved to bear him company. 
. In a few minutes their parents returned from Mr. 
Benson's^ and found the two latter pretty near where 
they had left them ; but missing the others, the mo- 
ther with great anxiety inquired what was become 
of them. Robin then related how they had been 
frightened with a hawk ; and, while he was doing 
so, they returned to him again. 
/ I am surprised, said the father, that a hawk should 
venture so near the spot where the gardener was at 
work. Pecksy informed him that they had not seen 
him since he left them. Then I dare say he is 
gone to breakfast, replied the mother: and this was 
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the case, for they at this instant saw him return with 
his shears in his hand, and soon pursue his work. 
Now you will be safe, cried the father; I shall 
therefore stay and teach you to fly in different di- 
recjtions, and then your mother and I will make some 
Uttle excursions/ andieave you to practise by your* 
selves ; but first of all let me shew you where to get 
water» for J fear you must be very thirsty. No^ 
said they^ we have had several wet worms and juicy 
oaterpillarsy which have served us both for victuals 
and drink — Robin is very quick at finding them. 
There is nothing like necessity to teach birds how 
to Iive» said the father; I am. glad Robin's misfor- 
tunes have been so beneficial to him. What would 
have become of you,' Robin^ if you had not exerted 
yourself as I directed ? said his mother ; you would 
soon have died, had you continued to lie on the 
scorching ground. Remember from this instance, 
as long as you live, that it is better to use means for 
your own relief, than to spend time in fruitless la- 
mentations. . ' 

In respect to hawks, said the father, th^y are 
frightfiil creatures to be sure ; but there are very 
few of them in comparison of most other birds, and 
they can take but one at a time, therefore it is a 
very great chance whether any of you is that one ; 
your best way will be to keep as near to houses as 
you can, and make yourselves familiar with mankind^ 
. and then I think you will be in little danger. By 
the way, let me observe how greatly indebted you 
are to this good gardener, whom I hope you no 
longer call a mbnster* Qh, no ! said Flapsy, he is a 
dear good creature. But I was going to say, cried 
the father, that, at any rate, it would be wrong to 
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make your life unkappy with apprehensions: yoti; 
cannot keep hawks away by fearing them ; and it is 
posnble you may never see another ; besides^ ^9^t 
thousands escape, in comparison of the few they 
derourt But come along, Dicky, Flapsy, and 
Pecksy, there is water so near, that Robin can hop 
as far. He then conducted them to a pump, from 
whence Joe watered the garden ; anct imder its 
^ spout they found an ample supply of that delightful 
element, more acceptable* to them than the most 
costly wine would have been. 

Here they staid some tune, and were greatly 
atnusfd; stQl so near the gardener, that theyre- 
gardcd themselves as under his protection* The 
parent flew up into a tree, and there the father en« 
tertained bis beloved mate and famfly with his cheer- 
fill music; and sometimes they made various airy 
excursions for examples to their little ones, who all 
longed to imitate them. In this manner the day passed 
happily away, and early in the evenings Flapsy^ 
Pecksy, and Dicky, were conducted to the nest; 
they mounted the air with much more ease than the 
preceding day, smd the par«its instructed them how 
to fly to the branches of some trees which stood 
near to the ivy-wall. 

In the mean time they had left Robin by himself, 
thinking he would be safe while the gardener was 
mowing some grass ; but what was the grief of both 
fedier and moth^ when they returned, and could 
neither see nor hear him ! The gardener too was 
gone ; they therefore apprehended that a cat or rat 
had taken Robin away and killed him, yet none^of 
his feathers were to be seen ; with the most anxious 
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search they explored every recess in which they 
thought it possible for him to be, and strained their 
little voices till they wdl% hoarse with calling hini>. 
hut all in Tain ; the tool-house was locked : but had 
he been there h^ would have answered : at lengthy 
quite in despair of finding him, with heavy hearts 
they returned to the nest; a general lamentatioa 
ensued, and thb lately happy abode was now the 
regioa of sorrow. The father endeavoured to co^i^ 
fort his mate and surviving nestlings, and so far 
succeeded, that they resolved to bear the loss with 
patience. ^ 

After a moumiul night, the mother left the nest 
early in the morning, unwilling to relinquish the 
hope which still remained of finding Robin again i 
but, having spent an hour in this manner, she re-« 
turned to her mate, who was comforting her Uttle 
ones. 

Come, said he, let us take a flight ; if we sit la* 
menting here for ever it will be to no purpose : the 
^vib. which befall us must be borne, and the more 
quietly we submit to them the lighter they will be^ 
If poor Robin is dead, he will suffer no more; and 
if he is not, so much as we fly about, it is a chance 
but we get tidings of him ; suppose these little ones 
attempt to fly with us to our benefactors ? If we set 
out. early, and let them rest frequently by the way, 
I think they may accomplish it. This was v^y 
pleasing to every one of the Uttle ones, for they 
longed to go thither; and accordingly it was deter-' 
mined that they should immediately set out, and 
they accomplished the journey by easy stages ; at 
lengA they all arrived in the court, just after the 
da3y pensioners were gone. 

ft 
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NoW| said the fittber, stop a litde, and let me ad- 
^e youy Dicky, Flapsy, and Pecksy, to behave 
yourselves properly ; hop 0ij where you see your 
mother and me hop, and do not meddle with any 
thing but what is scattered on purpose. Stay, fa- 
ther, said Dicky, my feathers are sadly rumpled ; 
and so are mine, sadd Flapsy. Well, smooth them 
then, but don't stand finicking for an hour. Pecksy 
was ready in an instant, but the others were very 
tedious ; so their father and mother would wait for 
them no longer, and flew into the window; the 
others directly followed them, and, to the inexpres- 
sible satisfaction of Master Benson, alighted on the 
table, where they met with a very unexpected plea- 
sure ; for who should they find there, as a guest» 
but the poor, lost Robin ! 

The meeting was, you may be sure, a happy one 
for all parties ; and the transports it occasionedmay 
be easier conceived than described. The &ther 
poured forth a loud song of gratitude ; the mother 
chirped, she bowed her head, clapped her wings, 
basked on the tea-table, joined her beak to Robin's, 
then touched the hand of Master Frederick. As 
for the young ones, they twittered a thousand ques- 
tions to Robin ; but, as he was unwilling to disturb 
his father's song, he desired them to suspend their 
curiosity to another opportunity. But it is now 
time to satisfy your'«, my young readers, and there- 
fore I shall inform you by what means Robin was 
placed in this happy situation. . 

CHAPTER XVI. 

You may remember that Master Frederick ob- 
tained from his mamma, a promise, that when the 
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business of daily instnietioii was finishedi h». satil 
his sister should go into the orchard in search of th^ 
Robias; as sooo, thcff^Mbre, as the ait was suifi* 
eiendy ^ool^ she took, them with her, and arri^d 
just after die parmt hnrds had talcen their youog 
ones iMck to the nest. Kobin was then left hy 
himself, and kept hopping about ; and fearing i^ 
danger, got into the middle of the valk^ FredjSr 
rick descried him at a distance^ and «AgerIy csjHed 
outy there's one oi them, I declare ; andi, befcore his 
mamma observed him, he ran to the place, and 
clapped his little hand over k, eisuking that he had 
caught it. The pressure of his haiid hart Bobin*s 
Mring, who sent forth piteous cries ; on which Ff e<- 
derick let him go, and said, I won't hurt youi you 
little thing. 

Miss Harriet, who saw faim catch the bird, rs^ 
as fast as possible to prevent his detaining it ; and 
perceived as Robin hopped away that he was lam^ 
on which she concluded that h^r brother had hurt 
him ; but, on Frederick's assuring her that hi$ 
wing hung down when he first saw him, Mrs. Beur 
son said it was most likely he was lamed by sol^e 
accident, which had prevented his going with the 
others to the nest ;. and if that is the case,. said sh^, 
it will be humane and charitable ti> take care of him* 

IVederick was delighted to hear her say so, and 
asked whether he might carry it home? Yes, said 
hb mamma, provided you can take him safely, Shajl 
I carry it, madam ? said Joe, he can lie nicely in w^ 
hat. This was an excellent scheme, and all psMtties 
approved of it; so Frederick took some, of the ^oft 
grass which >w«s mowed down, to put .at .the b^ttpni* 
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and poor Robin was safely deposited in tins yebicle^ 
i^hich served him for a litter ; and, perceiving into 
wbat hands he was fallen, he fhwardly rejoiced, know* 
ing that he had an excellent chance of being provided 
for, as well as of seeing his dear relations again* I 
need not say that great care was taken of him, and 
you will easily suppose he had a more comfortable 
night than that he had passed in the shed. 

When Master and Miss Benson arose the next 
morning, one of their first cares was to feed the birds, 
and they had the pleasure to see<all their nestlings in 
a very thriving condition ; both the linnet and the 
blackbird now hopped out of their nest to .be fed, to 
the great diversion of Master Frederick : but bis plea- 
sure was soon damped by an unlucky accident ; for 
the blackbird being placed in a window, which was 
open, hopped too near the edge, and fell to the 
ground, where h^ was snapped up by a dog, and 
torn to pieces in an instant* Frederick began to 
lament as before ; but, on his sister s reminding him 
that the creature was past the sense of pain, he re- 
strained himself, and turned his attention to thelinnet, 
which he put into a cage, that he might not meet the 
same fate. He then wemt to feed the flock, and to 
inquire after Robin, whom Mrs. Benson had taken 
into her own room, lest Frederick should handle and 
hurt him ; to his great joy he found him much better, 
for he could begin to use his injured wing. Frederick 
was therefore trusted to carry him into the breakfast 
parlour, where he placed him, as has been alieady 
described. ^ ^ . 

For some time the young Redbreasts behaved, very 
well; but at length Dicky, fiimiliarized by the kind 
treatment he met with, forgot his father's injunctions. 
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mid began to hop about in a very rude manner ; .he 
even jumped into a plate of bread and butter; and 
having a mind to taste the tea, hopped on the edge of 
a cup ; but| dipping his foot in the hot liquor^he was 
glad to make a hasty retre^t^ to the great diversion 
of Master Frederick. Flapsy took the freedom of 
pecking at the sugar, but found it too hard for her 
.tender beak* For these liberties their mother re« 
proved them, saying she would never bring them with 
her again, if they were guilty of such rudeness as to 
take what was not oiSered them. 

As their longer stay would have broke in on a plan 
wIuch,Mrs. Benson had concerted, sbentng her bell» 
and the footman came to remove the tea things ; on 
which the old birds, having taken leave of Robin, and 
promised to come again the next day, flew out at the 
window, followed by Dicky, Flapsy, and Pecksy . Ro- 
bin was sfifely deposited in a cage, and passed a happy 
day, being often allowed to hop ont, in order to be fed. 

The parent birds alighted in the court, and con- 
ducted their little ones to the water which was set 
.out for them, after which they all retired to the nest; 
here the young ones rested till the afternoon, and 
then their parents took them, out, in order to shew 
them the orchard* / 

CHAPTER XVII. 

You have not yet, said the father seen the whol6 
extent of this place, and I wish to introduce you to 
our neighbours. He then led the way to a pear tree« 
in which a linnet had built her nest. The old linnets 
seemed much pleased to see their friends the Red- 
breasts, who» with great pride, introduced their little 
family to themn My own nestlings are just ready to 

p2 
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%9 fittfd llie iieti Ilnnl^t, and I hope "will inake ac^ 
qoaiatance With thetn ; (at birJls ^ well uif^tFtfetefA-^^, 
1>inai» no doubt your ofi^pring ape^tnust be very %^ 
smbte coBi[MimeiKis. The Httle Redbreasts 5^ere quite 
flileKgbted with the hopes of having some agteeaVte 
HfrieiHls ; and the old ones repfied, that 'they had 
iiiemselves received so much pleasure from socisl 
-friendshipy l^a^they wieifaed Aeir young ones to ral- 
itivvte the same. 

' Sbey4hen flew on to a cherry tree, 5n wliich w'ere 

a pair of chaffinches in great agitation, endeavounAg 

rto <part one of their own brood und a young sparrowi 

<wh]ch were ttngeged in a furiotte batde : but in vain ; 

'neither of tlie combsftarits wotild de^^, till the dial^ 

ifitich 'dropped dead to the ground. *His parents were 

' gi^atly efhocked at this acddent ; on which the cock 

Kedbreai^ attempted to comfort them with his 

strains ; but, finding them deaf to his music, he 

begged to know the cause df the quarrd w'hidh had 

BO fattfi a conclusion. 

Ohi > answered the lien chaffinch, my nestling is 
; lo^t^throngh his own folly. I cautioned him repeat- 
edly not ^to make acquaintance with sparine ws, know- 
ing they woidd lead him into miscihief!; btit tio re- 
monstrances would prevail. As soon as^he began to 
peck about, he formed a friendship with one of that 
Toracious breed, who undertook to teach him to fly 
and ^provide for himself; so he lefl his ^areilts, and 
^ continually followed the sparrow, who taught him to 
f steal com,and other things, and to qiTiEiFrel with «wry 
« bird he met ; 'I expected to seehim killed cotttinually . 
At length his companion grew -tired of hiin^ md 
pieklBd a -quarrel, which ended as y oil have ¥eiHi. 
Hcm^er, this is better than if' he hlBid be§n cai]^lit 



l^r m^iv and bung up^ as I luuire aeea maivyr a Vu^r 
for asipectocfey to detatr others from stealing*, .; 

Let m^ advise yov, my young friendaiy i^d she;^ 
addressing herself to, the little Redbreasts,, ta foUon^ 
Xour parents' direction in every respect, an4 ai^oidi 
bad company* She then^ accompanied by her niatei, 
9ew back to her nest,, in order tq acquaint the restr 
of the family with this dreadful catastrophe^ and th(^ 
Redbreasts took another flight. 

They alighted on the ground, and beg^n pecking 
about, when all of a sudden they heard a 8tra^ge[ 
9oise» which rather alarmed the young ones. Their 
fattier desired Ihem to have no fears, but follow himj, 
be led them to the top of a high tree, in which was 
a nest of magpies. They had the day before qiadei 
an excursion round the orchard, and were convegrsing; 
on what they had seen, but in such a confused man^- 
ner, that, there was no. such thing as understanding; 
thevn.f one chattered of one thing, and one of 
^i[tother. In shorty all were eager to speak, and^ 
^qne inclined to hear. 

What a set of foolish, . ill-bied little creatures are. 
tb^Ksie, said the cock Redbreast ; if they would talk. 
qoeLat a tin^e^ what each^ays might afford entertain-, 
ment to the rest ; but, by chattering altogether iUr 
this manner, they are quite disagreeable. Take ex- 
a^^ple fvoi^ them, my nestlings, and avoid the. faultj^ 
which renders them so ridiculous. 

So saying, he flew oUj, and they soon saw a cuckoo . 
surxqunded by a number of birds,, who had been peck-' 
iqg at her till she had scarce a feather left upop her^ 
breast, while she kept repeating her own dull note, 
Cuckoo ! Cuckoo ! incessantly. Get back agaifi to 
your own country, said a thrush, what business have 
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-you in ours, sucking the eggs^ .and taking the nests^ 
of any hird you meet with ? Siure it would be suf* 
ficient could you have the privilege of building for 
yourself, as we do who are natives ; but you have no 
right to seize upon our labours and devour our off» 
spring^' — ^The cuckoo deserves his fate, said the hen 
Redbreast : though I am far from bearing enmity to 
foreign birds in general, I detest such characters as 
his* I wonder mankind do not drive cuckoos away ; 
but I suppose it is on account of their being the 
harbingers of summer. 

•How different is 'the character of the swallow; he 
comes here to enjoy the mildness of the climate, and 
confers a benefit. on the land by destroying many 
noxious insects* I rejoice to see that race sporting 
in the air, and have had high pleasure in conversing 
with them ; for, as they are great travellers they 
have much to relate. But come, let us go on. 

They soon came to a hollow tree. Peep into this 
hole, said the cock bird to his young ones ; they did 
so, and beheld a nest of young owls. What a set of 
ugly creatures, said Dicky : surely you do not in* 
:tend to shew your frightful faces in the world ! Did 
ever any one see such dull eyes, and such a frightful 
muffle of feathers ! 

"Whoever you are that reproach us with the want 
of beauty, you do not shew your own good sense, 
replied one of the little owls; perhaps we may have 
qualities which render us as amiable as yourselves : 
you do not appear to know that we are night and not 
day birds : the quantity of feathers in which we are 
muffled up is very comfortable to us when we are out 
in the cold ; and I can shew you a pair of eyes, 
which, if you are littk birds, vrill frighten you out 
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of your wits; and, if I could fly, I 'wovAd let you 
see what else I could do. He then drew back 
the film that was given him, that the strong light Of 
the day might not injure his sight, and staj:«d full at 
Dicky, who was struck with astonishment. 

At that instant the parent owl returned;* and> 
seeing a parcel of strangers looking into her nest, she 
set up a screeching, which mad6 the whole party take 
wing. As soon as they stopped to rest, the cock 
Redbreast, who was reaDy frightened, as well as his 
mate and family, recollected himself, and said, WeU, 
Dicky, how did you like the owl's eyes ? I fancy 
they proved brighter than you expected; but, had 
they even been as ugly as you supposed, it was very 
rude and silly in you to notice it. You ought never 
to censure any bird for natural deformities, since no 
one contracts them by choice ; and what appears disa^ 
greeable to you, may be pleasing in the eyes of ano-* 
then Besides, you should be particularly careiul not 
to insult strangers, because you cannot know their 
deserts, nor what power they may have of revenging 
themselves. You may think yourself happy if you 
never meet one of these owls by night, for, I assure 
you, they often feed upon little birds like us : and 
you have no reason to think they will spare you, after 
the affiront you have given them. But come, let 
US fly on. 

They soon alighted on a tree, in which .was a 
mook-bird *, who, instead of singing any note of his 
own, kept successively imitating those of every bird 
that inhabited the orchard, and this with a view of 

* A mock-bird 14 properly a native of America, but is incroduced 
here for tlie take of the moral 
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making th^m ricBcidous. If Bay one ha4 & natural 
iftiperfeGtion in his skiing, he wasi aure to minuc it^ 
. or if ainy was partieularly attentive to the dutiiea of 
his statiDB, be ridiculed them ad grave and fi>nnal. 
The youqg Redlnreaftts were excesuvely diverted 
l^itb tbift droll creature: but their £Etdier deehred 
them to consider whether they shouM Uke to bear 
bim mimie thenu Every one agreed &at they should 
be very angry to be ridiculed in that manner. Thai, 
replied the fetber^ neither encourage nor imitate 
bim. The mock-bird hearing biro» took up bis notes. 
Neither ene^urctge nor kniiaie him, said he. The 
dock Redbreast on this flew at him with fury, 
{ducked some feathers from his breast, and sent biro 
anpreaming firom the. place. I have made you sing a 
naiural note at last, said be, and hope you will take 
care bow you practise mimickry again. His mate 
was slurry to see him disturb bis temper, and ru£9e 
bis feathers, for such an insignificant creature ; but 
hb told ber it was particularly necessary as an ex* 
ample to bis nestlings, as mimickry was a fault to 
which young' birds were too apt to incUne ; and he 
wished to shew them the danger they exposed them- 
selves to in the practice of it* 

The whole Redbreast family rested themselves for 
some time ; and . whilst they sat still observed a 
chaffinqb flying from tree to tree, chattering to every 
bird be. had any knowledge of; and bis discoi^se 
seemed to affect his hearers greatly, for they per- 
ceived some birds flying off in great baste, and others 
meeting them ; many battles and disputes ensued. 
The little Redbreasts wondered at these circum- 
stances ; at length Pecksy inquired the meaning of 
the bustle. The chaffinch, replied the &ther, is a 



tM^mk.; it U imimmwMe ibe nuscbiaf bo piftk^s* 
Nf)t th»t ke has so mueb maliee in his nature :- wad 
th^vefiftve every anecdoile he cud o^ct he ti^Us tp all 
b^ meeia^ by whicbi means be oftei;i raises quarrel^ 
arid. 4mBiosilieB ; neither does he rtop here, for be 
ftequen% invents the tales be relates^ 

Aa the Redbreast was speaking, the chaffinch 
alighted on the same txe». f>, my old friend, said 
be> are you got abroad in the world again ^ I befrd 
the linnet in the pear-tree say you were caught steal* 
ing com, and hung up as a spectacle, but I thought 
this c6uld not be true ; besides, thp blackbird in the 
cherry^txee told me that the reason we did not *see 
you as usual was— that you were rearing a family* to 
whom, he said, you were so severe, that tibte poor 
little 4areatures bad na eomfort of theijr lives. 

Whatever you may have heard,, or whatever you 
may say, is a matter of indifference to me, replied the 
. Redbreast ; but as a neighbour, I cannot help advis- 
ing you to restrain your tongue a little, and oon»der 
beftnre you communicate yoqr inteMigence> whether 
what you are going to say has not a tendency to dist 
turb the peace of society. 

Whilst he was thus advising him* a flock of bird9 
assembled abcmt the tree ; it conMsted of tbcise to 
whom the chaffinch had been diattering, wbo> haying 
come to an explanation with each other, had detected 
his falskies, and detenmi^ed to expel him. the prch-' 
ard ; wfaieh they did, with every mark of contempt 
and ignominy : all the Redbreasts joined in the.pur- 
suit, for even the liule ones saw his qbaraoter in a 
detestable lights and formed a detenmnaAion to ayeid 
his fault When the tell-tale was gone, the party 
which pursued him aUghted together in the sai^f 
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walkj and ainongst them ihe Redbreasts discovered 
tnany of their old friends^ with \vhoin they now re- 
newed their acquaintance^ knowing they should soon 
be released from family cares; and the young ones 
passed a happy day in this cheerftd assembly ; but at 
length the hour of repose approached, when each 
individual flew to his resting place ; and the Red- 
breasts, after so fetiguing a day, fell asleep. 

Let us leave them to enjoy the comfort of the nest, 
and inquire after their young benefactors. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

As soon as the breakfast things were removed at 
Mrs. Benson's, she informed her son and daughter, 
that she intended to take them with her. to Farmer 
Wilson's, where she made no doubt they would pass 
A happy day; and desu-ed them to go and get 
equipped for the journey, while she dressed hers^f. 
The young folks obeyed without hesitation; and, 
having given their maid very strict injunctions to feed 
Robin and the Linnet, they attended their mamma 
to the coach; and, after a dehghtful ride, arrived 
at the farm-house, where. they were received with 
the utmost respect by Mrs. Wilson, 

Farmer Wilson was a very worthy man, possessed 
of a great share of natural good sense and benevo- 
lence of liedrt. He had, by his industry, acquired 
'sufficient to purchase the farm he lived on, and had 
a fair prospect of making a comfortable provision for 
a numerous family, whom he brought lip with the 
greatest care, and taught them all to be merciful to 
the cattle which were employed in his business* 

His wife was a most amiable woman,^ and had xe- 
iceived a good education from her father, who Was 
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formerly curate of the parish. This good man had 
strongly implanted in his daughter's mind the Chris* 
tian doctrine of universal charity, which shecx*^ 
^rcised, not only towards the human speciesj but also 
extended it to poultry, and every living" creature it 
was her province to manage* 

Mrs. Benson knew that her children would here 
have an opportunity of seeing many different animals 
treated with propriety ; and it was on this account 
that she took them with her, though she herself com* 
plied with an invitation she had- received the day 
before^ and visited these good people from a motive 
of sincere respect, \ 

As soon as they were seated, Mrs. Wilson regaled 
her young guests with a piece of nice cake, made by 
her. daughter Betsy, a little girl of twelve years old, 
who sat by, enjoying, with a secret delight, the ho- 
nour which the little lady and gentleman did to her 
performance. It happened fortunately to be a cool 
day, and Mrs. Benson expressed a desire to walk 
about and see the farm. 

In the first place Mrs. Wilson shewed her the 
house, which was iip every respect perfectly neat, 
and in complete order. She then took her guests 
into her dairy, which was well stored with milk and 
cream, butter and cheese. From thence they went 
to visit the poultry-yard, where the little ^Bensons 
were excessively delighted iiideed : for there were a 
number of cod^s and hens, and many broods of young 
chickens, besides turkeys and Guinea fowls. 
^ All the fowls expressed the greatest joy at the 
sight of Mrs. Wilson and her daughter Betsy ; the 
cocks celebrated their arrival; by loud ^nd cheerful 
crowings ; the hens gave notice of their approach by 
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cackling, and aseenlbkd tbar iaSapt Itmb to partake 
of their bounty ; the turkeys and Guinea fowk^ran 
to meet them ; a number of pig^oQa aI$o alighted 
firosn a pigeon-houae. Betey scattered among them 
the grain which sfaa cajpried to her lap for tliat 
purpose^ and seemed to hayo great p}eaaure in di«- 
tributingit* ^ 

< When their young Tusitors were satined with 
seeing the poultry jEedj Mrs. Wikon shewed them the 
hen-house^ and other convenienf>es provided for 
them, which were excellently calculated to make 
their lives comfortable; and then opened a Htde 
door, which led to a meadow, wh^re the fowls were 
often mdulged to ramble and refresh themselves. On 
seeing her approach this place, the whole party ^V 
lected, and ran into the meadow, like a troop of 
•ac^ool-boys into their play*ground« 

You, Mrs. Wilson, and your daughter, must h^ve 
great amusement with tibese pretty creatures,, said 
Mrs. Benson.'-rWe have indeed. Madam, and they 
furnish u^ with eggs and chickens, not only for our 
own use, but for the market aIso.-^And can you pre- 
;vail on yourself to kill these sweet creatures I said 
Miss Benson. Indeed, Miss, I cannot, said Mrs. 
Wilson, and never did kill a chicken in my life ; bi:^ 
it is an oasy matter to find people capable of doing 
it; and. there is an absolute necessity for some of 
them to die^ for they breed so fast, that in a ahort 
time we should have more than we could possibly 
feed : but I make it a rule to render their lives as 
happy as possible, never shut them up to £itten any 
longer than J can hel^, use no cruel meAods of 
crannnng them, nor oo^e. them in a situiMaon 
where they CM see other Ibwb at liberty s neit^dp 



I take thd duckeiis from Che ben till she li^n^f 4<r- 
serls them, nor set heaa upon dueks' eggs. 

I often regret, said Mrs. Bensoo, that so )iuiJiy 
Xive» should be sacrificed to preBerve ours ; but we 
imut eat aoimaiss or they would at leagth eat USi al 
least all that wpuld otherwise support ns» • 

Whilst this conversation passed, Master Frederick 
iiad followed' the fowls uito the meadow, where tbf 
tU]rl&ey«<cock, taking him tor an enem j, had attacked 
him, and frightened him so much, that he at fir^t 
£ried out for help, but soon recollected tbat this was 
cowardly, so he pulled off his hat and drove tbf 
isreature away before Betsy Wilson arrived, who wafi 
running to his assistance. 

^ The farmer's wife next proposed (but with many 
apologies for offering to take them to such a jplace) 
to shew them her pigsties. The name of a pigsty 
generally conveys an idea of nastiness; but whpever 
had seen those of Farmer Wilson would have bad f 
very different one. They were neatly p^ved> and 
waahed down every day ; the troughs in which ^ey 
fed were frequently scoured, and the water they 
drank was always sweet and wholesome. The pigpi 
themselves had an appearance of neatness, whi^h np 
one could have expected in such kind of animals ; 
and though they had not the ingenuity which tbe 
learned pig appears to have, there was really some** 
thing intelligent in their gruntings, and a very drolji 
arch expression in the eyes of some of them. They 
knew their benefactors, and found means of testify** 
ing their joy at seeing them; which was increased 
when a boy, whom Mrs* Wilson had ordered to 
bring some bean shells, emptied bis basket before 

them. Now a contest ensued who should have the 

• - - ... .-.•«.. 

1 



no Fabulous HUtartes. * 

largest share, and each began pushing the other's 
sidei and stuffing as fast as he could, I^st they 
ihould have more than himself. 

Miss Benson said she could not bear to see such 
greediness. It is, indeed, replied Mrs. Benson, very 
disagreeable, even in such creatures as these, but 
how much more so in the human species ; and yet 
how frequent is this fault amongst children in parti- 
cular ! Pray look at these pigs, Frederick, and tell 
me if you ever remember to have met with a little 
boy who ate strawberries as these pigs do bean* 
shells ? Frederick's cheeks, at this question, were 
covered with conscious blushes ; on which his mam- 
ma kindly kissed him, and said she hoped he had 
seen enough of greediness to-day to serve him for a 
lesson as long as he lived. 

In a separate stye was a sow with a litter of young 
pi^s* This was a very pleasing sight indeed to Mas- 
ter Frederick, who longed to have one of them to 
play with; but Mrs. Wilson told him it would 
make the sow very angry, and her gruntings would 
terrify him more than the turkey-cock had done ; on 
which he dropped his request, but said he should 
like to keep such a little creature. 

If it would always continue little, Frederick, said 
Mrs; Benson, it would do very well ; but it will per- 
haps grow as large as its mother, and what shall we 
do then ; famiUarized by the kind treatment which I 
am sure you would give it, we should have it follow- 
ing you into the parlour,' and perhaps run grunting 
after you into your bedchamber. I myself knew an 
instance of a person who nursed up a sick pig, which 
actually ran after her to church, and became the 
most troublesome tlung you can conceive. 

2 
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I suppose your hogs are very profitable as well aer 
your pouItry/Mrs. Wilson ? said Mrs. Benson. Yesj 
madam, replied she, we cure a good deal of baooni 
and pickle a quantity of pork ; we sell a great many 
aucking pigs, so that we are well paid for keejHng 
them ; and I never suffer them to be neglected in 
any particular ; and have the pleasure of thinking 
few pigs are happier than mine* — But I fear, ladies, 
you will be tired with staying here ; will it be agree** 
able to you to take a walk in the garden ? With all 
my heart, said Mrs. Benson. 

Mrs. Wilson then conducted her guests into a 
garden, which abounded with all kinds of vegetables 
for the table, quantities of fruit, and a variety of 
flowers. Master Frederick longed to taste some 
of the delicacies which presented themselves to his 
eye ; but he had been taught never to gather fruit 
or flowers without leave, nor ask for any : however, 
Mrs. Wilson, with his mamma's permission, treated 
him and his sister with some fine apples and pears, 
which Betsy gathered and presented in cabbage 
"* leaves, and then took them to a shady arbour, where 
they sat and enjoyed their feast. After .which they 
went to see the bees which were at work in glass 
hives. if 

CHAPTER XIX. 

THE sight of the bees was a great entertainment, 
not only to the children^ but to Mrs. Benson also, 
who was excessively pleased with the ingenuity and 
industry with which these insects collected their ho-, 
ney and wax, formed their cells, and deposited their 
store. She had by books acquired a knowledge of 
the natural history of bees; which enabled her to 
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fzattuoe thfjv ^9^ wiib mich gr^al^r s^tiafaction 
tlwf she wmdd httTe received firomibe sight of tlMmt 
h$d abe b^eo QB^y taught to oooaider th^PQi .aa little 
adoging ereatiicea which it waa dao^eroua to ap- 
piroaab* This ia qpiite a treat to 9ie,^ kidead* aaid 
nhe to Mra. Wikfi^, fot I neyer before had an op* 
pottuQxIy of aaeing hees work in gl^s hivea. 

Madams aaid the good woman, few will he aj; the 
axpense of tham ; aiid indeed any neigbbouit^ laugh 
Itt me* and: eali aoe very wbimaical aiid extravagant 
for indulging myself with them » but I find my ac- 
fioandb in keeping bees thua^ even upon a principle of 
eeoiiomy; for aa I do not destroy them, I have 
Ipreater numbers to work for me* and more honey 
ev«ry year than the last, notwithatanding I feed my 
heea in the winter. I have atade acquaintance with 
the queen of every hive, who will come to me when* 
^yer I call, her, and you shall see one of their majes- 
tiea if you please* 

. On tbis she called in a manner which the inbabit- 
aiita of the hive they were looking at were accustomed 
to, and a large bee soon settled on her hand ;. in an 
inatant after she was covered, from head to .foot, with 
bees.. 

Miss Benson was fearful lest they should sting, and 
Frederick was running away; but Mrs. Wilson as- 
sured them the little creatures would not do any mis- 
chief, if no one attempted to catch them. Bees are, 
in their, natural dispositions, very harmless creatures, 
I assure you, Master Benson, said $he ; though I o^vn 
'they will certainly sting little boys who endeavour to 
catch them in order to suck their bag of honey, or 
take out their sting : but you see, that though I have 
hundreds about me, and even on my fkce and armr, 



AjDt one offers to do ioe^att )i^Uiry;( a&4 I'b#tte«9i 
wasps seldom siang but in their own d^ileipce* Sh^t 
Hien tbrew up her hmd, whkik ike q^cje&*bee le* 
garded 88 a signal of dismisBioii^ aad fl^w away inr 
great state, surrounded hgr b^ guavdaia s^d followed 
by the rest of her subjects, eftd^ re^dj (olose hiSrOWQi 
fife in the defence of her'8« . 

Tbere is aonetlttng rery wondeiful, said Mva« 
Benson, in the stroi^ aktaehnieni these little csea^ 
tures, have to their aovereign, and irery uistrucitive 
too* I wish our good king could see aU his subjecta 
as' closely united in his interest I«^Wbat sa; ]fOi^ 
Frederick, would you fij^t for youjf kii)g?^Tf)iy 
mamma, if papa woukL— ^That, I assure yonj mf 
dear, he certainly would do, if tiheie ^^ere Occasion 
as loyally as the best bee in the world; tod I beg 
you will remember what I now tdl you as loo^ aa 
yeu H^e, that it is your duty to love yomr kitig,fer Jn^ 
is to be considered aa the father of hia eeuntry. • 

But mamma, said Frederick^ it is th^ queen Aat 
tibe bees love, and we hare a queen toiQ.'-*-¥es» my 
dear, we have so; and I bdieve her maje^y iaal muah 
honoured bj her subjects as a queen^ee in her hivCi^ 
though she has not so full a command over them ^ for 
it is a king that governs England, as ^ur papa go- 
verns his family. 

But before we take oar leave of the beea^ let m6 
observe to you, my dears^ that several instruetive l»i 
sons may be taken from their example. 

If such little insects aa these perform tlMr daily 
tasks with so much alacrity, surdy it nmst be a.shame 
for children to be idle, and to fret, because they tm 
put to learn things whidi will be of the utmost cobm 
sequence to them in the end j and which would iiH 
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deed conduce to their piesetit happiness, would they 
but apply to them with a willing mind. 
^ Science of vatious kinds presents itself to the hu-^ 
man racci as the different flowersoffer themselves to 
bees; and nothing is wanting to extract the sweets 
but an application to those faculties of which they 
(are by nature possessed. As the industrious bee flies. 
sCliftcessively to every fragrant plant within his reach, 
so.do yoU| my dear children, go from one branch of 
knowledge to another : but observe, the bee dcies not 
fly giddily from flower to flower, merely to take a 
transient view of its beauties, he regis on each tiU he 
has obtained all that will answer his purpose : inutate 
him in this particular also, and be not hurried on, by 
vun curiosity, from book to book, so as to gain only 
a superficial knowledge in the different branches of 
education; but remember that the bee applies the 
materials he collects to purposes valuable to himselfi 
and to the community to which he belongs. . 

But come, Mrs. Wilson, we must, if you please, 
diink of retiring frmn this place ; for if we stay here 
much longer, we shall not have time to enjoy the 
pleasures you have in reserve for us. On this Mrs. 
Wilson said she was ready to wait on themt 

As they walked along AlQss Benson took notice of 
A variety of beaufiful insects, and Frederick so far 
forgot himself as to run after a moth and catch it; 
but his mamma obliged him to let it go immediately. 
Don't you think, Mrs. Wilson, said she, that it is 
tery wrong to let children catch butterflies and 
moths {-^Indeed I do, madam, replied the good wo« 
man. Poor little creatures, what injury can they do 
us hyflymg about f In that state, at least, they are 
harmless to us* Caterpillars and snails^ it is true, we 
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are obliged frequently to destroy on account of their 
.devouring fruit and vegetables ; but unless they^ 
abound so as to be likely to do real injury^ I nevcar 
let them be meddled with. • I often think on my good 
father's maxim, which was. Never to takef away the 
life of any creature, unless it is necessary fot the^ 
benefit of mankind. While there is food aifd roosal: 
enough in the world for them and us, let them tiv6 
and enjoy the blessings they were formed for, he 
would say. 

When I was a little girl) said Mrs* Benson, I bad 
a great propensity to catch flies ,ai)d other insects^ 
but my father had an excellent microscope, in which 
he shewed me a nmnbeif of di£Ssrent objects; by thi» 
means I learnt that even the minutest creatures might 
be as susceptible of pain as myself; and I declare I 
cannot put any thing to death without ffuicying I 
hear its bones crack, and that I see its Uood gttsh« 
ing from its veins and arteries ; and so far from havmg 
a pleasure in killing even the disagreeiible insects 
which are troublesome in houses, I assure you I can-^^ 
not do it myself, nor see it done without ]Mun; and 
yet they certainly may be considered as enemies, and 
as such we have a right to destroy them. 

To be 9ure, madam, said Mrs. Wilson, lor with* 
out cleanliness we could not enjoy health. It goes 
against me to demolish a fine spider's web, and jet 
tl^ey make a house lopk very dirty; but I seldom^ 
have any in mine : for I took care, when I first cam^. - 
to live in it, to destroy the n^sts ; and the old spidera 
finding there was no security for their young ones 
here, have forsaken the house ; and I am inclined to 
think the same vigilance in respect to other dis«r« 
greeable insects would have the same efkeU 
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lyiVtgff ^ey ate 90 nuitiy aa to be tmuUeseme and 
^a^ffWfMible^ relied Mm. Wihon» I shnild not my-> 
nglt Uke (o baye tbe kmt^ of mj industry demolish- 
^1 nw; myUnleents lakes out of my aim% or from 
il»^ nwfK heds^ «id cnisbed ta death.~i am of 
Q(^M^ aaid Mn. Beino% diat it would be a good 
WHy.lQ aeeufltoik one's ael^ befive one kiSr any 
thing, to change situations with it in imagination^ 
; Fpf iMtamee^ if I aocidentaDy dietark an ant's 
i)9it> instead of ernaUng the lh;tfe creotiwes^ with 
tboMghtteaainhuntamty^asasctof insignificant, aito^ 
I om fti|cy then a|ipearing to ma of the same mag- 
falmde a soliur mioroacope would shew them, and one 
of them addieasing me in this mannerrr-^^tep aude, 
lentBoal yo%, and let me and my associates pass in 
safel^i tbal{ we may repair the mischief you have 
^Qiie to oiur dty. The magaaine of com is fallen in, 
aad I lear my dear paareata are bnvied in the ruins: 
Ibeav dm lamentatioaa of my mate ibs the danger 
dS ouirlilde ones ; and behold two of qiy dear friends, 
wbiel^ yoHi have tr^i, upon, in the agontea of deatli. 
— Why do yon treat, with such barbayity a^set of in* 
neoent bei^gs^ tihat have never wilfully done yoa the 
least injury ? Do we ever sting die bimum race but 
in Qfur own def<Hice I Do you really want the fruit we 
eal? and can the sm^tH qnantHy of com we faoi^ 
vffi be missed from yonr plentiful stores i Is. it not 
nisfiiirtune enough tor us that we are- th^ prey of 
Ufdsy but must mankind, to whom thousands q£ us 
woidd not aflSbrd even a nngle mea^ destrony. na for 
sport? Oh, rather ye^ whose hearts ase aliiee to. the 
sentiments of bumamty, plead our eanse to the 



thoi||fhtle88 past oof yoolr own ispecieft, and^ «■ lards 
ot^kt creati#i^idrive away fioaatn dioseiiEiitaral ene- 
mies, which you may seedarling down to dvffouar u»! 
If yottio^iKe yimr own offspring, tthkikofoonj; and if 
yoo would be inrosperaniB in your <iwn ocoupatidiii, 
protect thosfa that afford a les»in «if industry, wbieh 
&e ymsiMt of mahkiiid has jreconuHMided to j^ur «o- 
rions consideration. 

Indeed, madbnn, said Bbs. Wibon, I ha^ often 
wished that podr dnmb cseatmres had 8onebody1x> 
speilk for them ; imany anSanooentfifle weadd thenlse 
saipsed whidi as destroyed to no end. . ^ 

WeH) said Harriet, I am snre I shall never JciHsny 
thing without first magnifying it in wymind, and 
thinking what iMrould say fbritself if able toisj^ak. 
— Then, my dear, I will engage ifor you, frejdied ivor 
mamma, that you wall put but Tery >few creatov^ io 
death : but, in order to ha^e a proper notion 4xftkeir 
form, you must study natural history, from whence 
you will leam how wonderful their construction is ; 
how carefully and tenderly the inferior creailaresf^ro- 
vide for their young ; how ingenious their ^isarion s 
employments are ; how -fer they are irom harbouring 
malice against the human species; and howteixcd- 
leutly iiiey are formed and instructed by th^ gveat 
Creator, for the enjojrnient of happiness in dheir ^- 
fetent classes of existence, which happiness we have 
certainiy no right wantonly to disturb. 

Besides,itis really a meanness to destroy any crea- 
ture merely because it is Utile: and, in thiklreh, 
particularly absurd to do so ; for, upon this principle/ 
they must fliemseWes etpedt to be constantly iH- 
treated ; though no enitnal stands more in need of 
tenderness than they do fof 'tilany years from the 
time'^f their coming into 4be cwovld : and eten 'men 
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and. women might expect to be annihilated by the 
power of the grisat Creator if every thing that is 
UUle were to be destroyed. 

- Neither do I know how we can precisely call any 
thing great or latle^ since it is only so hy comparing 
fit Witfi. others. An ant or fly may appear to one of its 
own si>ecieS| whose eyes are formed to see those parts 
which we cannot discover without glasses, as consi- 
derable as men and women do to each other ; and to 
creatures of the dimensions of ^ mite, one of the size 
Df an ant doubtless looks formidable and gigantic. 1 
therefore think it but justice to view insects with 
microscopic eyes before we commit cruel .devasta- 
tions upon them. 

During this conversation Mastur Frederick kept 
xunning about making choice of flowers, which Betsy 
Wilson gathered and formed into nosegays for his 
^amma, his sister, and himself. 

CHAPTER XX, 

The next place Mrs. Wilson took her guests to 
waJs a barn-yard, in which was a large horse-pond. 
, Here her young visitors were delighted with the ap- 
pearance of a number of geese and ducks ; some were 
swimming in the water, some diving, others routing in 
the mud to se^e what fish or worms they could find. 

It appears very strange to me, s^d Miss Benson, 
that any creatures can take delight in making them- 
Belves so dirty ; and yet, replied Mrs. Benson, how 
inany children do the same, without having any ex- 
cuse for it. The ducks and geese grub about so in 
3earch of the necessaries of life ; but I have seen 
boys do it merely for diversion, and sometimes at the 
hazard of their lives. 

Very true, madam^ said Mrs. Wilson ; my little 
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Neddy hiid like to have been drowned no longer ago 
than last Monday. He is a little venturesome roguW, 
and runs through thick and thin when pleasure is in 
view; but I fancy he will not hunt ducks about any 
more ; for my part I do not like any of my children 
-should make sport of teasing animals. I wish every 
creature I keep to enjoy happiness to the day of its 
death ; and when it must be killed, to have it dis^ 
patched by the quickest means possible^ 

Have you any fish here, said Frederick ? I believe 
none of any consequence, Sir ; the ducks and the 
geese would take care that none should grow to any 
considerable size ; but there are plenty in a pond 
which you will see in the next field ; and I hope to 
have the pleasure of seeing you at dinner eat some 
perch which were caught there. Sometimes we catch 
fine carp and tench, but only with nets ; for neither my 
good man nor I can bear the cruel diversion of angling ; 
nor do we allow our children to follow it, trom a nO"^ 
tion that it hardens the heart and leads to idleness. 

Pray, mamma, said Miss Harriet, is it right to 
catcli fish ? I should think, as they live in water, 
and we upon land, we have no business with them. 
You would wish every one then, my dear, to keep to 
their own element ? Your sentiment is a good one 
.in many respects, but it must not be extended sq far 
as to forbid the eating of fish. Man has dominion 
over the fish, as well as over beasts and fowls, and 
many of them are excellent food for mankind ; and 
the astonishing increase of them shews that they are 
designed to be so ; for were all that are spawned to 
grow to full size, there would soon be more than our 
ponds, or even than the sea itself would hold, and 
they would be starved ; therefore there are the same 



nftsom lor t>ur Aeding ^en diem a« poakrjTf but w^ 
.ftfaonld^be ^fery carefiil to dispatch them as i|U}d&ly 
possible. ' 

Stale peo|de are crael enough to roast lobsters 
}me, the cries lef which I have bemr told are dread- 
Ad to hear; and ethers will &iy edis aUve^ dien pat 
them mttmat their bIids iato a pail of cold wateiv 
-trbdaftemraids cut ihem in pieces, aod thirow Iheo 
into a fryingk^pan ef bailing &t» whcxe aoinetimes 
fBWry sepanKlepiece will writhe about itt agony. Thus 
)0ach poor fish suffers as many deaths as it is divided 
into^eces. Now, Harriet, this cannot be right, how- 
enrer authorisied by custom ; therefore I hope you 
^le^er mil siaffer such things to be done in your 
laidien when you keiep house, but always give orders 
'that your lobsters be put into boiHng water, which 
Icills them soon, and that your eels are killed before 
'they are skinned, whida may soon be done by laying 
hold of their heads and tails and giving them a sud- 
*den pull, which separates the vertebras of the back. 
This is dreadful enough, though little in comparison 
,tof what they suffer by the other methods. 
' ^ Oh, mamma ! said Harriet, you make ^me even 
shudder ; I do not believe I shall ever desire to eat 
eel|i; I shall be ready to make speeches for every 
piece as it lies in a dish before me. But, pray tell 
me, is it cruel to kill frogs and toads? Ask Meb. 
Wikoh, my dear, she has more to do with such 
reptiles than I have. — Why, Miss, replied Mrs, Wil- 
son, I ani very singular, in regard to such kind of 
creatures ; and though I by no means like to have 
-ihem la my house, do not make an outcry and con« 
demn every one to a Tidlenftdeaih whieh is acoiden- 
^tally Found'in my cellars or other places ; on the ^n- 
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trary» I generally see it thrown into a 4itch at gome 
distance to take its chance. There are .many .bic^ 
and water^ibwl that feed on young frogs and tQadiGi» 
which wijl in general keep them from multiplying so 
as to be A nuisance to us ; and it is time enough for 
us to take arms against them if there happens to be 
a yery extraordinary increase (tf them. My good .man 
is as particular in respect to moles ;. if he finds them, 
in his garden, or any other part of his grounds wher^ 
they can do mischief, he has them JciUed ; ^but never 
suffers them to bemolested where they ai:e harmless. 
Neither does he^hunt aflter:snakes, or permit any soop 
belonging to him to do so ; fo;r he says .that, if they 
are not disturbed, they will not come from their 
haunts to annoy us ; and to kill for .the sake of kill, 
ing is cruel. 

Pray, Mrs. Wilson, said Frederick, do your sons 
ever go a bird's nesting ? — ^No, Sir, said she, I hcq>e 
I have not a child amongst my family capable of .suqh 
barbarity. In the course of the summer they gene- 
rally have young birds to nuiscj which fiill out of 
their nests or lose their parents, but are seldom lucky 
enough to raise them ; and we have only one in a .cage 
which they reared last summer. Yet we havq j^nty 
of singing r for the sweet creatures, finding they may 
enjoy themselves unmolested in the trees, treat us 
with their harmony from morning tonight, of which 
you had a specimen in the garden. Sparrowsj^indeed, 
my husband is under a necessity of destroying, for 
they are suish devourers> they would leave him but 
little com to carry to market if he did not shoot 
them; but heruever kills the crows, because they.are/ 
very serviceable, in picking up grubs,and other thio^ 
iqjurious to farmers; we only set a. little bcgr to 

G 
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watch our new-sown grain, and he keeps makings k 
noise which effectually frightens them. Oh, said Fre- 
derick, I nurse young birds too. I have got a linnet 
and a Robin Redbreast, and feed an hundred beside. 

Mrs. Wilson smiled, and addressing herself to 
Mrs. Benson, said, Now, madam, we will if you 
pliease, return to the house ; for I fancy by this time 
dinner is nearly ready, and my husband and sons 
are about coming home. 

Mrs. Benson was a little tired with h^ ramble, and 
was really impatient to see farmer Wilson and the rest 
of his amiable family. When s^e drew near the house 
she was met by the worthy man, who gave her a most 
cordial welcome, and said he was proiid to see sa 
much good company. Nancy, the eldest daughter, 
to whom the mother had entrusted the ^ care of in- 
specting the additional cookery which she had order- 
ed, and who for that reason, wa3 not to be seen in 
the morning, no^ made her appearance, dressed with 
the most perfect neatness; health blooming in her 
cheeks, and cheerfulness and good humour spark- 
ling in her eyes. With this engaging countenance 
she easily prevailed on Master Frederick to let her 
place him by her at the table, round which the two 
other visitors, the master and mistress of the house, 
and the rest of their offspring, consisting of Thomas, 
a fine youth of eighteen, four young boys, and little 
Betsy, were soon seated. 

The tabl^ was covered with plain food, but, by tbe 
good management of Nancy, who had made an ex- 
cellent pudding, an apple-pie, and some delicious 
custards, it made a very good figure ; and Mrs. Ben- 
son afterwards declaimed, that she had never enjoyed 
an entertainment so much. It, was considerably 
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heightened by the happy countenances of the whole 
family. 

The fannejy who was a jocose man, said a number 
of droll things, which diverted his little visitors very 
much ; and soon after dinner he begged leave to de- 
part, as he was sheep-shearing ; but said, he thought 
the young gentlefolks might be diverted with the 
sight, so invited them to pay him a visit in the field, 
and left Joe and }f eddy to conduct Master Frederick. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

The young farmers were rather shy at first, being 
afraid that their guests would laugh at their country 
talk ; but whten they .observed how politely they be- 
haved to their sisters, they entered into conversa- 
tion, and told Master Benson an hundred particulars 
about animals, with which he was before unacquaint- 
ed ; and he in return related all he knew about his 
Redbreasts and other pensioners. They then shew- 
ed him a pretty cat with kittens, and also their fa- 
vourite Daphne, with two young puppies ; the latter 
were kept in a kennel, and the cat in a stable, where 
they were well supplied with food. 

As Frederick knew that his sister was remarkably 
fond of cats, he stepped back to call her to look at 
them, which, with her mamma's permission, she was 
greatly pleased to do, and longed to have the kittens 
to nurse. When she returned she enquired whether 
the dogs and cats were, ever permitted to come into 
the house. 

Not whilst they have young ones, said Mrs. Wil- 
son, for they make a great deal of dirt, and are very ^ 
troublesome at that time ; but when puss has brought 
up her family, which is designed for the stable, she 
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8h^ni>e adthitted Midbgst us i^n<; for she » « "vei^ 
useful cre&turei and deserves to be well treated^ 'biit 
I do tiot sufiSr '6ijr cliiMl^n to ha»Ale her ; I tMnk it 
looks ytety ugljr tot any one to be all mnt dctatehtes. 
Dat^hife iis adfna^^ tb a^tft^ri^haflre'Of SKnilitoity; 
she h VeVy fajthfdi, and ^ktretnely ^ood natUred ,- 
1)ut We herer feed her ih tibe houtfe, for there is no 
llbiHg to tnthoiit i^fitsihg the flodi^. 

1 lUn of opinion, fiald Mt^. fi^Mbh, that a^diflfer- 
ence should be made between our treatment of cats 
and dogs; There is something very savage in the 
nature of the former ; ancl though 'fhey ct^rtanily are 
deserving of our kih^fi^^iSs Onaceouritbf tbeituseiul- 
ness, yet they cahndt ttiake thenidetves ^o ^^eecMe 
as dogs; and Were is really s'otee thing "^ryfoifihtSa- 
l)le^in th^ir talons and teeth ; and, t^entAraged, a 
cat is no better than a'littTe tigress. 

Besides, were there not danger to otte*6 iself in 
nursing cats, there is no dobg it withotlt it^ury to 
one's linen ; for, when phss is best jple&^ed/^he gene- 
rally tramples with her talons unsheathed, by which 
practice many a fine apron has been 'torn. AhAeven 
the cleanliness of cats is injurious, for they usually 
have recourse to comers of chairs, inordelr toliib the 
dirt from their talons. Many people h^v6 k great 
dread of this animal, and on that account it efhould i 
not be used to come into rooms in which alrari^ of i 
company is received. I 

As for dogs, they are in general so veiy 'i^oclal, ' 
grateful, and pleasing, that they seem fonned'to be 
the humble companiotis oJTtaiankind ; and if kept in 
proper order, they may be familiarized with saftty; 
but then they should be well educated, uid taught 
to know their distance. And as there are did*6rent 



species of them we should n^j^e a pru^Len^ sel^iQtJLopp 
and not introduee into th§ house great i^astiffs ot 
tali gse^ounds; neither muat we ind,ulge t^iose w^ 
domesticala to too gseat a djeg?ee» for in t]^s^ ca$^ 
they will become as troubleaoQie aa cats. 

Mrs. Benson now expressed b^ir desire to see th^ 
she^)*shearuig ; on which Mrs. TS^ilsoi^ and her 
daughter conducted bei^ and Miss Harriet to th^ 
field, where they arrived at the conclusion of th^ 
operation; and a very pleasing sight it was to beho]i4 
the happy creatures, who lately waddled und^r a 
heavy helping load, reheved from theur burden, leap- 
ing and frisking willi delight, while the aiccumulated 
wool, seemed, as it lay, to promise comfortable clothr 
ing for many a naked wretch among the humw spe? 
cies, who, destitute of such a supply, would be v^ 
danger of perishing with cold in the ensuing winter. 

Miss Harriet observed the innocent countenances 
of the sheep and lambs, and said she thought it waa 
a thousand pities to kill them. 

it ifi so, my dear, sud her mamma, but we must 
not indulge our feelings too far in respect to animals 
which are given us for food ; all we have to do is to 
avoid barbarity. It is happy for them that they have 
no apprehension of being killed, and therefore enjoy 
li£e in pea^ and security to the very last; and even 
w^en die knife is lifted to their throats, are ignoraiM^ 
of its destinatioi^; and a few struggle put an end to 
thdv pain for ever. But come, Mrs. Wilson, will you 
favour us with a sight of your cows i — ^Wijth pka* 
sure^ madam; diey axe by this time driven up to be 
milked. She then couducted her visitors towards 
the form-yard. 

Perhaps, madam, said Mts. Wilson, as they walk- 
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ed along, the young lady and gentleman may be 
afraid of horned cattle; I believe, replied Mrs. Ben* 
sbn, I may venture to say that Harriet has no unrea- 
sonable fears of any living creatures; it has been my 
endeavour to guard the minds of my children against 
so distressing a weakness ; but whether Frederick's 
heart has acquired fortitude enough to enable him 
to venture near so many cows, I cannot tell.— O yes^ 
mamma, cried Frederick, I would sooner get up and 
ride into the yard on the horns of one of them than 
run away. — ^Well, we shall soon put your courage to 
the proof, said Mrs. Benson ; sacome along, sir. 

As for my children, said Mrs. Wilson, they are 
remarkably courageous in respect to animals : all the 
creatures belonging to us are very harmless and gen- 
tle, which is the natural consequence of kind treat- 
ment, and no person need be afraid of walking in any 
part of our grounds ; but it is difficult to persuade 
tome people that there is no danger,> for they are apt 
to imagine that every loose horse they see will gallop 
over them, and that every creature with noma will 
gore and toss them. 

' Very true, replied Mrs. Benson ; and I have known 
many as much afraid of a toad, a frog, or a spider^ 
as if certain death would be the consequence of 
meeting them: when, if these persons would but 
make use of their reason, they would soon be con- 
vinced that such fears are ill-grounded. Frogs and 
toads ore very harmless creatures, and so far firom 
offering an injury to any human being they may 
chance to meet, hop away with all possible expedi- 
tion, from a dread of being themselves destroyed ; 
and spiders drop suddenly down, with a view to their 
own preservation only; and therefore it is highly 
ridiculous to be afraid of them. 
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Horses and oxen are much more formidable crea« 
tures.; tb^y certainly could do us a greajt deal of 
mischief, if they were conscious of their superior 
strength ; but God has wisely ordained that they 
should not be so; and having given mankind domir 
nion over them, he has implanted in their nature aiji 
awe and dread of the human species, which occasion 
them to yield subjection to the lords of the creation^ 
when they exert their authority in a propier man** 
ner. 

It is really a very^wonderful thing, Mrs. Wilson, 
to see a fine lively horse submitting to the bit and 
harness, or a drove of oxen quietly marching under 
the direction of one man. 

Pray, mamma, said Harriet, what do you mean by 
saying that man is lord of the crecUion ? Are all 
brute creatures subject to everif man ? I cannot com« 
prehend how this can be. 

I will endeavour to explain it to you, my dear» 
said Mrs. Benson, the next time we read the Bible 
together; at present I have only time to inform you, 
that the dread of mankind, which prevails so ge- 
nerally amongst the inferior creatures, doesnqt exist 
in so high a degree, as to render every individual 
animal afraid of every individual man: but the Yxa" 
man species y that is to say, cMmankindtogether^ have 
an undoubted superiority and dominion ; add there is 
no species of animals^ which, if collected together, 
mankind could not subdue: for though inferior 
to many of them in strength, men vastly exceed them 
in number, and, having the use of reason^ can em- 
ploy a variety of means to conquer them: and I 
make no doubt, that was the exp'eriment possible to 
assemble each individual ^joectV^, in opposition to the 
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wh4h tiBUce qfmaiMnd wUch exist at one time upon 
tke ^ttrtlh or even an equal ntttnber of theix^ the 
d^eeiJd diid fear whicb is iiisitmdmf in Iheir natixres 
would Of rate so powerfully on the hearts of the 
nKttt feit)eiou8 of theqfi, as to prevent their attempting 
atty eonlett. 

It is observable, asid shews at once the goodness 
and wiBdom of oar great CrkatoBi that those crea- 
Xxiitt which are the most useful to us are the eamat 
tamed ; and yield, not only singly, but in flocks^ to 
masdiind, nay, even to boys. 

From what I have said, you must pex^ieve that it is 
a great weakness for a human being to be afvmd of 

animals. 

By this time the party were advanced pretty near 
to the barii^yard, and Frederick espied one of the 
cows pecfing ov^ the gate ; on which, with a coun- 
tenance expressive of fear, te ran hastily ta Us 
mMitna,. and asked her whether cowseovdd toas peo- 
ple over gates and hedges ? What a ffiHy question, 
Frederidc, said she; pray look again^ and you will 
perceive that it is impossible for such large heavy 
creatures to do so; and these inclosarea are ^ made 
dn purpose to confine them within proper bounds. 
But did you not boast just now that you could ride 
on ^ h6rns of one of them ? That I shall not re* 
quire you to do, for it would very likely make the 
creatnt^ angry, because cows are not accustomed to 
carry any load upon their heads ; neith^ would I 
allow you to run after them with a stick, or to make 
any attempt to frighten them ; but if you approach 
as a friend, I make no doubt you will be received as 
such ; so fiummon your courage and attend ua ; the 
cows ivill not hurt you, lean assure you. 
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Nedjjy Wilson then began laughing, from' the idea 
that a boy should be afraid of a cow ; which made 
Frederick ashamed of himjself ; and, quitting his 
mainipa'3 gpwn, by which he had held fast while she 
vras §pe^ing, he laid hold of Neddy's hand, and de- 
plored his resolution to go as near the cq.w as he^ 
WQVild. I will not take upon me to say that his little 
heart was perfectly free from palpitation ; but that lay 
in his own bosom, where none could discover its feel- 
ings but himself; s'o let us give him credit for as 
much courage as we can, and acknowledge him to 
have been a noble little fellow, in thus trusting him* 
self ampngst a number of horned cattle. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

The whole party now entered the farm-yard, 
where they saw eight fine cows, fat, sleek, and beau- 
tifully clean, who yielded several pails of rich milk ; 
the steam of which, added to the breath of the cows, 
cast a delightful fragrance around. Mrs. Wilson 
then entreated her company to return to the house, 
where tea was provided and a delicious syllabub. 

The farmer .now came back and refreshed himself 
with a Clip of ale, which was veiy comfortable after 
the fatigues of the day, 

I have had, said Mrs, Benson, great pleasure in 
viewing your farm, Mr. Wilson, which appears to 
me to afford all the desirable comforts and conve- 
niences of life, and I most sincerely wish a conti- 
nuance of your prosperity. If it is not an imperti- 
nent question, pray tell me, did you inherit it from 
your father, or was it purchased, with the fruits of 
your own industry ? 

Neither my wife nor I hav^ l^d an idle life, I as- 
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sure you^ madam, replied the farmer ; but, next ta 
the blessing of heaven/ 1 think myself in a great de- 
gree indebted to my cattle for my good success. My 
father left me master of a litde farm, with a few 
acres of land well cropped, three horses, two cows, 
ten sheep, a sow, and pigs, a jack-ass. and a few 
poultry; these have gradually multiplied to what 
you now see me possess, besides numbers that I have 
sold ; and I have had fine crops of hay and corn ; 
so that every year I laid by a httle money, till I was 
able to purchase this farm, which has proved a very 
good one to me. 

There is something so uncommon in hearing a 
farmer attribute a part of his success in life to his 
cattle, that I should be obliged to you, Mr. Wilson, 
srid the lady, if you would account to me for this 
circumstance. Most readily, madam, said he. 

When I was a very young man I heard a fine ser- 
mon from the pulpit, preached by my dear wife's fa- 
ther, on the subject of shewing mercy to brutes, 
which made a great impression on my mind; and I 
have ever since acted towards all dumb creatures as 
\ would to mankind, upon the principle of doing as 
I would be done by. 

I always considered every beast that works for me 
as my servant, and entitled to wages ; but as they 
cannot use money, I pay them in things of more 
value to them ; and maike it a rule, unless in case of 
great necessity, to let them enjoy rest on the sab- 
bath-day. 

I am very cautious of not letting any beast work 
beyond its strength, and always give them their food 
in due season ; nor do I ever suffer them to be beat 
or cruolly used. Besides giving them what I call 
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their daily wages, I indulge them with all the com- 
forts I can afford them. 

'In summer, when the business of the day is over, 
iny horses enjoy themselves in a good pasture, and 
in winter they are sheltered from the inclemencies 
of the weather in a warm stable. If they get old I 
contriye some easy task for them, and when they can 
work no longer let them live on the common without 
it, till age and infirmities make their lives burthen- 
some to themselves, when I have them put to as easy 
« a death as possible. , 

Though my cows and sheep do not work for me, I 
think them entitled to a recompence for the profit I 
receive from their milk and wool, and endeavour to 
repay them with the kindest usage : and even my 
jack-ass finds mercy from me, for I could not bear 
to see so useful a creature ill-treated ; and as for 
my dogs, I set great store by them on account of 
their fidelity. 

These are very excellent rules indeed, Mr. Wil- 
son, and I wish they were generally followed, said 
Mrs. Benson ; for I believe many pDor beasts suffer 
greatly from the ill-treatment inflicted on them ; the 
horses in post-chaises, and hackney-coaches in Lon- 
don particularly. Yes, madam, said the farmer, I 
have heard so, and could tell you such stories of 
cruelties exercised on brutes in the country, as would 
quite shock y6u ; and have seen in my own family 
such an instance of the ill effects of neglecting them, 
as has confirmed me in the notions I learnt from the 
good sermon I told you of. 

I have a brother, whom I at present maintain ; my 
father gave him an equal portion with myself, but nei- 
ther he nor his wife were industrious, nor had they any 

g6 



13S .FMuhus^m^Umes* 

feding for dumb cireatlireB. He trusted faift hmrses ta 
careless carters, who used to let them go withimt water ; 
and frequently neglect both to feed and dean thetti ; 
and indeed he hhnself grudged them victuals; ao 
they grew leaner and leaner, and at last they were 
really killed with hard wodL and hard liTteg. 

His cows were kept bo badly in the winter, iliat 
they soon lost their milk; and the calves they had, 
for want of proper management, died ; as did the 
cows themselves in a short time afterwards. The 
sheep got a distemper, which soon put an end to 
them. ~ 

His pigs being kept in the most dirty way in the 
world, and sometimes left without food for two days 
together, got hide-bound and full of vermin ; and 
his poultry dropped off, with the roup and other 
disorders, till he had none left. 

The jack*ass used to be put to hard drudgery in 
his own service, or let out to draw a sand cart : this 
excessive labour, with scarcely time allowed him to 
seek a scanty living among the thistles and hedges, 
soon put an end to him. These losses my brother 
had no means to repur ; for without cattle he could 
not cultivate his farm, so he was soon reduced to 
poverty ; and were I not to maintiun him, he must 
be a beggar ; for, through want of air and exei^jse 
he lost his health, and is now incapable of workmg. 
His wife died some years before of an illness, which 
was the consequence of indolence and inactivity. 

I am much obliged to you for your story, Mr . 
Wilson, said Mrs. Benson, and hope mydbildren 
will never forget it ; for it certainly is a duty to ex- 
tend our clemency to blasts and other animals. 
Nay, we are strictly commanded in the scriptures to 

1 
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shew c<»tipafi»ion to the beasts of others, even t6 
those of our enemies ; surely then those which are 
our own property, and work for us, have a peculiar 
olaim to it, Tbei« is one custom which shocks me 
very much, asid that is pounding of cattle ; — I fancy, 
Mr. Wilson, you do not practise that much. 

Mad^, replied he, I should much rather pound 
-the owners of them, tharough whose neglect or dis- 
honesty it generaHy happebs that horses trespass oit 
other people's land, if any beast accidentally gets 
ibto my grounds, I s^id it home to its owner, for it 
certainly is no wilful fault in the cseature to seek the 
best pasture it can find ; but if I have reason to 
suppose his owner turned him in, I then think my- 
self obliged to do what the law directs in that re* 
.spect : but though it is a secret I am obliged to keep 
from my neighbours^ I may safely confess to you, 
madam, that I have not the heart to let a poor beast 
starve in a pound. As there are no courts of jus* 
tice in which they can seek redress, I set up one for 
them in my own breast, where humanity pleads 
their cause. 

I wish they had such an advocate in every breast, 
Mr. Wilson, said the lady : but my watch reminds 
me we must now take our leave, which I do with 
many thanks to you and Mrs. Wilson, for your kind 
entertainment and good cheer, and shall be happy 
to return your civilities at my own house; and pray 
bring your whole family with you. 

She then desired her son and daughter to prepare 
for >their departure. Frederick was grown so inti- 
laate with little Neddy that he could scarcely be 
prevailed xm to leave hita, till he recollected Robin 
«iid the 
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Ab they, returned in the coach, Mrs. Benson re* 
marked^ that farmer Wilson's story waa enough to 
make every one who heard it careful of their live 
stocks for their own sakes ; but, said she, the plea* 
aure and advantage will be greatly increased if it is 
done from a principle of humanity as well as inte- 
rest. Miss Benson answered that she hoped she 
should neither treat animals ill, nor place her affec- 
tions on them too strongly. That, my dear, replied 
her good mamma, is the proper medium to be ob* 
served. — The speech you made for the ant, mamma, 
said Harriet, has scarcely ever been out of my head 
since : I should like to hear what you could say for 
every- live creature we see. — I had need have strong 
lungs, my dear, to perform such a task as that, re- 
plied Mrs. Benson. I shall, on all proper occasions, 
be ready to lend my tongue to the dumb, and to 
speak for those who cannot utter their own sorrows 
and injuries. ' 

In a short time they arrived at home. The maid, 
to whose care the birds had been entrusted, gave a 
good account of her charge ; and Miss Harriet and 
Master Frederick went to bed in peace, after a day 
«pent i^ith so much pleasure and improvement. 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

The next morning the Redbreasts attended as 
usual, and Robin was still better, but his father be- 
gan to fear he would never perfectly recover from 
liis accident : however, he kept his apprehensions 
to himself, and suffered the little ones to entertain 
their lame brother with a relation of what they had 
seen the day before in the orchard, Frederick and 
Harriet were so diverted with the chattering and 
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chirping of the little things^ that they did not mi8» 
the parent's song. 

'^When the young ones had stayed as long as she 
thought right, the hen Redbreast summoned them 
away, and all took leave of Robin, who longed to go 
with them, but was not able. Thie father reminded 
him that he had great reason to rejoice in his present 
situation, considering all things ; on which he re- 
sumed his cheerfulness, and giving a sprightly twit- 
ter, hopped into Master Frederick's hsmd, which 
Was spread open to receive him. The rest theb 
flew away, and Miss Harriet and her brotlier pre- 
pared for their morning tasks. 

The Redbreasts alighted as usual, to drink in the 
court yard, and were preparing to return to the 
orchard, when Flapsy expressed a desire to look a 
little about the world ; for she said it would be very 
mopish to be always confined to the orchard ; and 
Dicky seconded hei* request. Pecksy replied, that 
however her curiosity might be excited, she had 
known so much happiness in the nest, that she was 
strongly attached to the paternal spot^ and could 
gladly pass her life there. -The parents both com- 
mended her contented disposition ; but her father ' 
said, that as there was nothing blameal^le in the in- 
clination Dicky and Flapsy discovered for seeing 
the world, provided it was kept within due bounds^ 
he would readily gratify it : then asking if they 
were sufficiently refreshed, he took wing, and led 
the way to a neighbouring grove, where he placed 
his little tribe amongst the branches of a venerable 
oak. 

Here their ears were ^harmed with a most en- 
chanting concert of music. On one tree a black* 
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bird Mid a thrush poured forth their strong melo- 
dious notes ; on another a number of linnets joined 
their sweet voices ; exalted in the air a 9lcy-lark 
modulated his deUghtful pipe ; whilst a brother pf 
the wood, seated on a cool refreshing tarf> in^e %\^ 
grove re'-echo with his melody ; to theae th^ pight* 
ingale joined his endianting lay- In short no^ a 
note was wanting to complete the harmony- 

The hl^e {ledbreasts were so exoeedingly chairm- 
ed; that for a while they continued listening with 
sUent rapture; at length Dicky exclaimed^ How 
happy should I be to join the cheerful band, and 
live for ever in this charming place ! 

It is, replied bis motheri a very pleaaant situation 
to be sure ; but could you be sensible of the supe- 
rior advantages^ whichj as a Redbreast^ you may 
enjoy by taking up your abode in the orchard* ypji 
would never wish to change it ; far my own part, I 
find myself so happy in that cal«n retreat, that no- 
thing but necessity shall ever drive me from it* 

Pecksy declared that though she was much de- 
lighted with the novelty of the scene, ami cbarca^d 
with the music, she now felt an ardent desire to 
return home, but Flapsy wished to see a little more 
first. Well, aaid the father, your desires shajl be 
gratified ; let us take a circuit in this grove, for I 
wish you to see every thing worth observation in 
every place you go to; and not to :fly about the 
world, as many giddy birds do, without the least 
improvement from their travels. Qn this he spread 
his wings as the signal of dep$irtare, which his fa- 
mily obeyed. 

Observing a parcel of boys creepix^ silently along. 
Stop, said he, let us perch on this tree and see what 
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tfaeve little monsters aire about*. Seare^ly were they 
seated, when one of the boys mounted an. adjaeent 
tree» and took a nest of half-fledged liimets^ wJufib 
he b«.«gbt in triumph to bis eompanioitt. 

At this instant a family of thrushes unforttmately' 
chirped, which directed another boy to the place of 
their habitation ; on which he elkahedi, aaad eagerl]^ 
seized the unfortunate Kttle creatures. Having bm^ 
with sonuich success, they left the grove to exult, afc 
their own homes, oi^er their wretched captivesj, for 
ever separated from their tender parents ; who soon 
came back laden with the gain of th^ labour, whicb 
they had kindly destined far the wsitenance of their 
infant broods. 

The Bttle Redbreasts were hqw spectators of those 
parental agonies which had been formerly described 
to them ; and Pecksy cried out. Who would desire 
to live in this grove^ after having experienced the 
comforts of the orchard I Dicky and Flapsy were 
desirous to depart^ bei^g alanwed for their own 
safety. No, said the father, let us stay a little longer 
—now we will go on. 

They accordihgly tttok another flight, and saw « 
m^n scattering seed upon the ground* See there^ 
said Didky, what fine food th^t man throws down i 
I dare say he is some good creature who is, a friend 
to the feathered race ; shall we alight and partake of 
his bounty i 

Do not form too hasty an opinion, Dioky, said the 
father ; watch here with me a little while, and then 
do as you think proper. All the little ones stretch^ 
their necks and kept a curious eye fi^d on the man. 
In a few minutes a number of sparrows, chaffincbeSf 
and Hnnets descended, imd began to regale tb^m* 
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selves ; but« in the midst of their ieast, a net wad 
suddenly cast over them^ and they were all taken 
captive. The man, who was a bird catcher by pro- 
fession, called to his assistant, who brought a cage, 
divided into a number of sinall partitions, in which 
the linnets and chaffinches were separately depo- 
sited. In this dismal prison, where they had scarcely 
room to flutter, were those little creatures confined, 
who lately poured forth their songs of joy, fearless 
of danger. As for the sparrows, their necks were 
wrung, and they were put in a bag together. The 
little Redbreasts trembled for themselves, and were 
in great haste to take wing. Stay, said the father, 
Dicky has not yet made acquaintance with this 
friend of the feathered race. No, said Dicky, nor 
do I desire it ; defend me and all who are dear to me 
from such friends as these ? Well, said the father, 
learn from this instance never to form an hasty judg- 
ment, nor to put yourself into the powei^ of strangers, 
who offer you favours you have no right to expect 
from their hands. 

Indeed, my love, said the mother bird, I am very 
anxious to get home ; I have not lately been used to 
be long absent from it, and every excursion I make 
endears it to me. O, the day is not half spent, re-» 
plied her inate; and I hope that, for the gratification 
of the little ones, you wiU consent to complete the 
ramble. Come, let us visit another part of the 
grove; I am acquainted with its inmost recesses. 
His mate acquiesced, and they proceeded on their 
Journey. "' 

At length the father hastily called out. Turn this 
way! turn this way! The whole party obeyed the 
word of command, and found the good ^ects of 
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their obedience ; for^ in an instant* they saw a flash 
of fire ; a thick smoke followed it^ and immediately 
tliey heard a dreadful sound, and iam a young red* 
start fall bleeding to the ground^ on which he strug:* 
gled just long enough to cry, Oh ! my dear fieither^ 
why did I not listen to your kind admonitions, which 
I now find, too late, were the dictates of tenderness 1 
and then expired. 

The litde Redbreasts were struck with constema* 
tion at this dreadful accident; and Pecksy^ who re« 
covered the soonest, begged her father would inform 
her by what means the redstart was killed. He was 
shot to death, said he : and had you hot followed my 
directions, it might have been the fate of every one 
of you; therefore let it; be a lesson to you to follow 
every injunction of your parents with the same readU 
ness for the future. 

You may depend on it, our experience teacher u» 
to foresee many dangers which such young creatures 
a» you have no notion of; and when we desire you 
to do, or to forbear any thing, it is for the sake of 
your safety or advantage : therefore, Dicky, never 
more stand, as you sometimes have done^ asking whff 
we tell you to do so and so? for had that been the 
case now, you, who were in a direct line with the 
gunner, would have been inevitably shot. 

They all said they would observe implicit obe* 
dience. Do so, said he ; but in order to thiS| you 
must also remembei: to practise, in our absence, what 
we enjoin you when present For instance, some 
kinds of food are very prejudicial to your healthy 
which we would not, on any account, let you taste 
when we are by: these you must not indulge in wbei^ 
away from us, whatever any other bird may say iaj^^ 
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cemmendaliOQ of ihmu Neither miiiil. y^u. ei9g«0f; 

natural 8lr«Dg«h» or aciqpiited ^gik^^ gO; tii^^gb 
wilh Baifety ; nor should yw- go ^. luiy {d^^e? ^1^^ 
ive haire pmitcr^ out ae chmgeroiif^ mv join.a^y CQQir 
panioRS wUok 'ira kaTe&riiJdTWitAw^ a^^^pil^l^^ 
aneo^ wilih. 

This poor redstart might have artUild hk U^.l 
for I heavd his iadb^, wfaen.1 was Ittst ijd ^ 0?OTe, 
adflse him not to fly about by bimaetf tiU he Iwdt 
shewn hh» the dangers of th^ wozUU 

Pecksy answered that she kaew the va]»^ of p^r 
rental instriiction so wttU that: she ^jild oettail^y 
treasure up in hef heart every maxim of il ; wA liie 
others promised to do the same : hut^ said Flapsy^ I 
cannot understand the natisre of the aooidfNM which 
occasioned the death of the redstasti* 

Nei^er can I eifphiin it to you, my dear» replied 
the father i 1 OQly knoiw that it is i^ yesy eomPiiPn 
practice with some mesr tq' carry instruments}, from 
which Ihey ^Kscharge wJuLt pvoves ftitel ^ mwy » 
bird ; but I hanre, 'by attentive obser^ssAionj leaxnt how 
to erade the mischielL^^WbeBeTegr I gp Saom %}xfi 
orchard 1 alweys get upon a high tree, and look aA 
around mei if i see any gunners, I take a diflfei^^. 
course (the thickness of the underwood. pre.yentf^ 
my discovering him who shot the redatart). J ^ko 
oarefuHy avoid aesociating with those birds whii$)b 4q 
mischief to the property of mankind ; for tboAe jjutl 
join with thieves and ravagers deserve| and mofik 
ju8% expect, to «hare their fete : kt me therefoKt 
advise you to be parlicldarly careful to keep pcoper 
company, and gain an honest character, as it will on- 
sure you the good opinio^ of others. 
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Bttt come, hi us descend imd^efireBh bunfel^s a 
little, as Hire ttiay do it with safety 4 and thmi tre will 
^e& if %e eailndt find !a plaoe where jcm can have 
slninDsemeifit/wi^oUt heiug e!kposed tosuoh dat^ers 
t^ 'itttend itie "iifihagitdittis of woods and^giroves. 

Are yon isufflcfently l^ested to take a iprettj long 
flight ? 'O yes, briied 'Bicky, who was quite -eager to 
IcfaTe'the'spot/in Which, a sho^rttkiie before, he had 
longed to pass 4n^ life ; ihe Ye^ .J4siiied in the same 
Vdsh, and erefyWihg wife ihstatitly :eaip»nded. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

Th% father led the Way, and in a ve]:y short ^pace 
of time he and his family arrived at the estate -of a 
gentl^inan, who, having a pleiitifUl fortune, endea- 
voured to Collect all fliat was curious in *art ^and 
nature, for the amusement of his own mind and the 
gratificatiOh df dthers. He bad a house l&e « j^a- 
lace, furnished with every espemove rarity ; his gar- 
dens, to which the Redbreasts took their flight, were 
laid out in such a manner as to afibrd the most de- 
UghtfUl variety to the eye. 

Amongst other articles of taste were ^ti aviaiQr and 
a In^nagerie. The ^former was built like ^ temple, 
enclosed'With brass wive; the^frame'^work was painted 
^eeh, 'tod ornamented with carving gilt: in the 
middle' a 'fotfntain' continually threw up fresh water, 
#hi<5h felMnto'a basin whose briiik was-enameQed 
With flowets; at dne'end were ;partiti(miBt'fer bihk' 
ly^tBiakidtrotighacontainmgvariouskin&fiOfseed^nd 
iKiaCerialsifar buildirig nests : Ibis.pavt ^as carefully 
lihelfeiM from evtry inclemency of the weather, and 
'numbers of perches*were phced in* different parts of 
die aviai^, and it' was surrounded by a most beauti- 
ful shrubbery. " 
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A habitation like this» in which all the convenien- 
ces of Hfe seemed to be collected, where abundance 
«ra8 supplied without toil^ where each gay songster 
might sing himself to repose in the midst of ease and 
plenty, safe from the dangers of the woods, appeared 
to our young travellers desirable beyond all the situa- 
tions in the world ; and Dicky expressed an earnest 
wish to be admitted into it. Well, said the father, 
let us not determine hastily \ it will be advisable first 
to inquire whether its inhabitants are really happy, 
before you make interest to become one of the num- 
ber ; place yourselves by me on this shrub, and whilst 
we rest ourselves, we shall have an opportunity of 
seeing what passes. 

The first bird that attracted their notice was a 
dove, who sat cooing by himself in a comer, in 
accents so gentle and sweet, that a stranger to his 
language would have listened to them with delight ; 
but the Redbreasts, who understood their import, 
heard them with sympathetic concern. 

Oh, my dear, my beloved mate, said he, am I then 
divided from you for ever? What avails it that I.am 
iumished here with all the elegancies and luxuries of 
life ? Deprived of your company I have no enjoyment 
of them ; the humblest morsel, though gained with 
toil and danger, would be infinitely preferable to me 
if shared with you. Here am I shut up for the re- 
mainder of my days, in society for which I have no 
relish, whilst she, who has hitherto been the beloved 
partner of all my joys, is for ever separated firom me ! 
In vain will you, with painful wing, pursue your 
anxious search in quest of me; never, never more, . 
shall I bring you the welcome refreshment ; never 
shall I hear your soothing voice and delight in the 
soft murmurs of the infant pair, which you hatched 
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t^ith such care, and nursed with such tenderness ! 
Nd, liiy beloved nestlings, never will your wretched 
father be at liberty to guide your flight, and instruct 
you in your duty* Here his voice faltered ; and over- 
come with bitter reflections, he resigned himself a 
prey to silent sorrow. 

Thisdove is not happy, however, said the hen Red* 
breast to her mate, and no wonder : but let us attend 
to the notes of that lark. His eyes were turned up 
. towards the sky, he fluttered his wings, he strained 
his throat, and would, to a human eye, have appeared 
in raptures of joy ; but the Redbreasts perceived that 
he was inflamed with rage. And am I to be con« 
stantly confined in this horrid place ? sang he. Is my 
upward flight (o be impeded by bars and wires ? Must 
I no longer soar towardi^ that bright luminary, and 
make the arch of heaven resound with my singing ? 
Shall I cease to be the herald of the morn, or must I 
be so in this contracted sphere ? No, ye partners of 
my captivity, henceforth sleep on and take ignoble 
rest ; and may you lose in, slumber the remembrance 
of past pleasures ! O cruel and unjust man ! was it not 
enough that I proclaimed the approach of day, that I 
soothed your sultry hours, that I heightened the de- 
Ught of evening, but must I, to gratify your unfeel- 
ing Wantonness, be secluded from' ever joy my heart 
holds dear, and condemned to a situation I detest? 
Take your delicious dainties, reserve your flowing 
stream for those who can relish them, but give me 
liberty ! But why do I address myself to you who 
are heedless of my misery ? Here^ casting an in- 
dignant look around, he stopt his song. 

What think you now, Dicky, said the Redbreast, 
have you as high i^n idea of the happiness of this 



^^mst'^A yon conceiiml at theifirst nxewf of it ? I oan- 
«lrt bi^ tfainkmg stiU, repltol X>idky« that it k b 
. ijmxvmoag estreat, aad that it may be irery 4)<HB&rt- 
-aible ^ bffvie 4i«ery thii^ ^poroidded for t>iie'fi iKie. 
VMl, •said the rfbdier^ let ae movfi^ and o1)Berve 4be6e 
linnets who are building their nest. A^oonffingly they 
-fleir to a tree, >ibe bvanofaes of whsdi finaned a part of 
the shelter ofdie aviary,wherertheyieasily heard with- 
out being tbemselveB obeerved, aU limt passed in4t. 

'Gome, said ^one &f the liunidts, let (us i^ lon nKith 
dttr work, and finssh'the »est,iltoiiigh it wall beHErther 
a'melancfaofy task to hatch a set of little prisoner. 
How difFenfent'was die case^when we could »nti<nipai3s 
the pleftsuK of reariog a ikmily i;o aU the joys of li- 
beirty ! Men, dt is true, sow^ with dficious ci»e, 
^supply uswith'tfae^eoesi^ry/ilitaterials,and we make 
a Tery good nest ; but I iprotest I had much rather 
'be at the trouble of seeking them. 

Whdt pleasures hare we experienced inrpicking a 
bit of woblfrom^a sheep's back, in searching for mos9, 
in 9eledting^the best feather wb^e numbers were left 
to our cfhoice ; in >stopping to^rest on tlie top of « tree 
^hich cotnmanded an extensive prospect ; in joining 
a choir of songsters whom we accidentally^.met ! But 
now our days pass with repeated sameness; variety, so 
necessary to, give a relish to all enjoyment, is wiantsng* 
Instead of the songs of joy we formerly heard f ram 
every spray, our* ears are constantlyannoyedwith'ihe 
sound of inouriiful lamentations, transports of rrage, 
or murmurs of discontent. ^Gould we reconcSe :our- 
selves to the loss of liberfy,Mt k impossible !to .be 
happy here, unless we could harden our iheaxts to 
every sympathetic feeKng. 

True, said his mate ; yet I am resolred'to try what 
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patience, resignation^ and employment wiU eflfect/ 
and liqpe, as our young ones will never know what 
liberty is, they will not pine as we do for it. Sayisf 
this she picked up a straw^ her mate followed th/^ 
example, and they pursued their work. 

At this instant a hen goldfinch brought forth h^ 
brood, who were full fledged. Come, said she, mj 
nedtlings, use your wings ; I have taught you to Aj 
in all directions. So saying, the little ones divided ; 
one flew upwards; but, emulous to outdo a little 
sparrow which was flying in the air above the aviary, 
be hit himself against the wires of the dome, and 
would have fallen to the bottom but that he wa^ 
stopped by one of the perches. 

As soon as he recovered, Why cannot I soar as I 
see other birds do? said he. Alas ! cried the mother^ 
we are in a place of confinement ; we are shut up, 
and can never get out ; but here is food in abundaace, 
and every othernecessary. — Never get out ! exclantHed 
the whole brood ; then adieu to happiness ! 8he alr 
teixipted to soothe them, but in vain. 

The little Redbreasts rejoiced in their liberty .; and 
Dicky gave up the desire of living in the aviary, and 
wished to be gone. Stop, said the father, let us &«t 
hear what those Canaries are saying* 

The Canaries had almost completed their nest. 
How fortunate is our lot, said the hen bird, in being 
plaeed in this aviary ! How preferable is it to -the 
small cage we dwelt in last year ! Yes, replied her 
mate : yet how comfortable was that in coB^arison 
with the still smaller ones in which we were eoee 
septfratdy confined. For my part, I have no milii 
to fly abroad, for I should neither know what to do 
nor whece to go ; and it Aail be my end^o^nnr to 
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inspire my young ones with the same sentiments I 
feel. Indeed we owe the highest gratitude to those 
who make such kind provisions for a set of foreigners^ 
who have no resources but their bounty ; and my 
best lays shall be devoted to them. Nothing is 
wanted to complete the happiness of this place but 
to have other kinds of birds excluded. Poor crea- 
tures ! it must be very mortifying to them to be shut 
up here^ and see others of their kind enjoying fuU 
fireedom. No wonder they are perpetually quarrel- 
ling; for my part, I sincerely pity them, and am 
ready to submit^ from a principle of compassion^ to 
the occasional insults and affronts I meet with. 

You now perceive, Dicky, said the cock Red- 
breast, that this place is not, as you supposed, the 
region of perfect happiness ; you may also observe 
that it is not the al3bde of universal wretchedness. 

It is by no means desirable to be shut up for life, 
let the place of confinement be ever so splendid ; but 
should it at any time be your lot to be caught and 
imprisoned, which may possibly be the case, adopt 
the sentiments of the Linnet and the Canary bird : 
employment will pass away many an hour that will be 
a heavy load if spent in grief and anxiety : and re- 
flections on the blessings and comforts that are still 
in your power, will lessen your regret for those which 
are lost. But come, pick up some of the seeds which 
are scattered on the outside of the aviary, for that is 
no robbery, and then I will shew you another scene. 

As soon as they had regaled themselves with the 
superfluities of the feathered captives, they took their 
'flight to a different part of the garden, in which w;as 
a menagery. 

The menagery consisted of a number of pens, 
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built round a grass plat : in each was a pan of waterjt 
a sort of box containing a bed or nest^ a trough for 
food* and a perch. In every pen was confined a 
pair of birds^ and every pair was either of a different 
species^ or distinguished for some beautiful variety 
either of form or plumage. The wooden bars which 
were put in the front were painted partly green and 
partly white, which daz2le3 the sight at the first glance, 
and so attracted the eyes, that there was no seeing 
what was behind without going close up to the pens. 

The little Redbreasts knew not what sight to ex- 
pect, and begged their parents to gratify their curio- 
sity. Well, follow me, said the father ; but I believe 
you must alight on the cross bars, or you wiU not be 
able to examine the beauties of these fowls. They 
did so, and in the first pen was a pur of partridges. 

The size of these birds so greatly exceeding their 
own, astonisihed them all ; but notwithstanding this, 
the amiable Pecksy was quite interested with their 
modest gentle appearance, and said, she thought no 
one could ever wish to injure them. 

True, Pecksy, replied the father, they have, from 
the harmlessness of their disposition, a natural claim 
to tenderness and compassion; and yet I believe 
there are few birds who meet with less : for I have 
observed, that numbers share the same fate as the 
redstart which you saw die in the grove. I have 
myself seen many put to death in that manner. 

For a long time I was excessively puzded to ac- 
count for this fatality, and resolved, if possible, to 
gratify my curiosity. At length I saw a man kill two, 
and take them away. This very man had shewn me 
great kindneas, in feeding me when I first left my 

H 8 
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fktft^Vs titffet ; so I had no appTehension o¥ his Ading 
ihe ^n injtfry, and resolvcfd to follotir him. 
^ Whfen he -arri^^d dt his o^n hou«e I sak him Ae- 
IW^I' the victteis of hiscrae'lty to another per&ofh, 
^h^ hting t*i«toi tip together by the legs, in h "pteofe 
^hich had a v^iety of other dead things in it, the 
fight of Which shockfed me exceedingly, lind I c6AA 
rtjiy tto longer. I therefore fle# back to the flclKl m 
WMch I hftd 's^n the murder committed : £klid, iti 
{Searching about, found the nest belonging to ihe 
'p6ht creatures, <n which we^ several young ones, 
just hatched, that in a short tittie were starved to 
9ktitt\i ! How dreadful is the fete of young Imimals 
iStisit lose their parents before they are able to ^ift 
for tfieraselves ! and how dutiful ought those to be 
to %h63i the blessings of parental instroetieU and 
assistance is contihu^di 

HVhen the next morning arrived i Went agaAi to 
Se^ after the i^td partridges, arid found theih h-ahg- 
ihg its before ; ahd this was the case the dfty after ; 
but the following trioming i sraw a boy stripping all 
fteir feathers off. As soon as he had completed this 
hbrrid operation, a woman took them whom I Ven- 
tured to' follow, as the ^ndow of the place she efi- 
t^^fed sWod oj^en ; Where, to my astonishment, I 
beheld ^t^ twist their wings about, and fasten them 
to tti^ir sM^s, then dross their le»gs upon their 
breasts, fiftd rttn ^o^iethittg quite throti^ their 
bodies. After this she put them before a ^place 
^ich gldWed With a Ijrightness isomethiftg itoem- 
IJUhg the*i»eftfhg stm, '^bicli, on the woman^s retiiSng, 
I ieipproached, and found intolerably hot : I Aere- 
tbre made ^ hasty retreat : Timt, resolving to loiow 
the end of the partridges, I kept hbvering about the 



kouse ; and ai; last) looking iix at (he window ] i^w 
theio> smoking. hoir» &et bafiw^ tW r^ji mko^ nmr-: 
deired them, who was aocconpaoied by ^veia} others { 
att of whom eyed them mith a9 vmok delight as I ha\e 
seen any- of you diacQver at tl^e sight of the &nfi$k 
woirm or insect that coukl he^ pj^o^orad. tn an ioj^lant 
after this the poor partridges wejce divided Umb frond 
limb, and each, one of the party present had bia 
share till every bone was picked- 
There w^re some other ^hings devoured in the 
same manner ; from which i learnt, that men feed 
on birds and other aiumak^ aa w<e da on thoae httle 
creatures which are destined for our sustenance, only 
they do not eat them alive. Bray, father^ said 
Dicky, do they eat Redhseasts ? I believe not, said 
be ; but i have reason to suppose they make many a 
meal on spavrows, for I have beheld vast numhera of 
tbem killed. 

At this instant their attention wi^s at^wpted by one 
of the partridges in the pen, which thus addressed 
his mate. 

Well, my love, fis there is no chance of our being 
set at liberty, I think we may as well {prepare our 
nest, that you may deposit your eggs in it. The - 
employment of hatchipg and raiding your Uttle ones 
witt, at least, mitigate the wearisomeness of confine- 
ment, and I promise myself many h^ppy days : for, 
as we i^re so well fed and attended, I think we may 
foFm hopes that our offspring will also be provided 
for ; and, though they will not be a^t liberty to range 
about as we formerly did, they will avoid many of 
those terrors and anxieties to which our race are fre- 
quently exposed at one season of the year in parti- 
cular. 

* H 3 
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I am very ready to follow your advicei said the 
hen partridge, and the business will soon be com- 
pletedi for^the nest is in a manner made for us^ it 
only wants a little adjusting : I will therefore set 
about it immediately, and will no longer waste'my 
hours in fruitless lamentations, since I am convinced 
that content will render every situation easy in which 
we can enjoy the company of our dearest friends^ 
and obtain the necessaries of Ufe. So saying, she 
retired into the place provided for the purpose on 
which she was now intent, and her mate followed, in 
order to lend her all the assistance in his power. 

I am very glad, said the hen Redbreast, that my 
young ones have had the opportunity of seeing such 
an example as this. You now understand what be* 
nefit it is of to have a temper of resignation ; more 
than half the evils of life, I am well convinced, arise 
from fretfiilness and discontent: and would every one, 
like these partridges, try to make the best of their 
condition, we should seldom hear complaints; for 
there are much fewer real than imaginary misfor- 
tunes. But come, let us take a peep into the next 
pen. 

Here they beheld a pair of fine pheasants, who 
were quietly picking up some grain that was scattered 
for them ; from which might be inferred, that they 
had, like the partridges, reconciled themselves to 
their lot. The little Redbreasts were much pleased 
with the beauty of the cock-bird ; but as there was 
no conversation to be heard here, their parents de- 
sired them to fly on ; as pleasures, by which the eye 
only was amused, were not deserving of long atten* 
tion. 

They accordingly hopped to the next partition, in 
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which were confined a pair of penciled pheasants* 
Flapsy was quite delighted with the elegance of their 
form and the beauty of their plumage, and could 
hat'e staid the whole day looking at them ; but as 
these birds were also teme and contented, nothing 
more could be learnt here than a confirmation of 
what the partridges had taught. Our travellers 
therefore proceeded still farther, and found a pair of 
gold pheasants. Their splendid appearance struck 
the young Redbreasts with astonishment; and raised 
such sentiments of respect^ that they were even 
fearful of approaching birds which they esteemed as 
so much superior to themselves ; but their father de« 
siring they would never forpa a judgment of birds 
from a glittering outside, placed his family where 
they had an opportunity of observing that this splen- 
did pair had but little intrinsic merit. 

They were proud of their fine plumage, and their 
chief employment was walking backwards and for- 
wards to display it ; and sometimes they endeavoured 
to push thro^h the bars of their prison, that they 
might get abmid to shew their rich plumage to the 
world, and exult over those who were, in this respect, 
inferior to them. How hard, said one of tjiem, it is 
to be shut up here, where there are no other birds 
to admire us, and where we have no little ugly crea- 
tures to ridicule. 

If such are your desires, said the hen Redbreast,! 
am sure you are happier here than at liberty ; for 
you would, by your proud affected airs, excite the 
contempt of every bird which has right sentiments, 
and consequently meet with continued mortification, 
to which even the ugliest might contribute. 

Pecksy desired to know if all fine birds were proud 
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and aflfected ? By no means, replied her mother ;' 
you observed the other two pair of pheasants, vho 
were, in my opinion, nearly equal to these for beauty 
^ftnd elegance. How easy and unasstuning were they, 
and how much were their charms improved by the 
gvaces of humility ! I often wonder that any bird 
,dboald indulge himself in pride. What hare such 
Bttle creatures as^ we to boast of? The largest spe- 
cies amongst us is very inferior to many animals we 
see in the world ; and man is lord over the greatest 
and strongest even of these. Nay, man himself has 
BO cause ta he proud; for he is subject to death as 
well as the meanest of ereatures,' as I have had op- 
portunities of observing. But come, the day wears 
away, let us view the other parts of this enclosure. 
- On this the father conducted his family to a va- 
riety ofpens, in which were different sorts of foreign 
birds, of whom he could give but little account ; and 
would not- suifer his young ones to stand gazing at 
iSkem long, lest they should imbibe injurious notions 
ci them ; especially when he heard Dicky cry out, as 
ke left thepen, I dare say that bird is a very cruel 
TOiMioas creature; I ma£e no doubt but he would 
eat ua aU one after the other if he could get at us. 
• TaVe care, Dicky, said the father, how you form 
an ill ofonion of any one on slight grounds. You 
cannot possibly tell what the character of this Stork 
M merely from his appearance ; you are a stranger to 
hiff language, and cannot see the disposition of his 
hearts If you give way to a suspicious temper, your 
own Httle breast will be in a state of constant pertur- 
bation ; you will absolutely exclude yourself from the 
blessings of society, and will be shunned and des-' 
pised by every bird of every kind. This Stork, which 



yikU thus C^nmt^, in fat iV^ni 4fi§ftrvifig j^i* ill |>p|. 
nioo. He would dq ypu RP haimi w4 ip f ftmwkftble 
far his filW affeqlfep. 

I SAW bim taJcpR pi?i9«npr. H^ ww e^rryiog Jiis 
*g^ &tj[i9F pn hie hacfe, Fhpw he b^ fpr ». koig 
tipue fed and opfifert^d : the weight pf tbie prfiPiPii^ 
imfden wpoded hi# flight i w4 h^i^g at Iwgtb 
we^ry wUb it, ha d^lPond^ to the «? pupd t» v^t 
JiJpsdf. when «^ awel m^ii, who ¥?a§ p«t on tb# ImAr 
ness of bird p^tphing threw a wi QVi^r thm^s und 
then seized bim by the m^h f^ ppor f^tbpr« %ho 
■was before worn oint with agp ^ infirmities, un»bte 
to bear his ealamity, fall from bU ba^fc> and in^t^tly 
«l(pb^. The Stprt, after C£i«ting i» JpqJc of ^guMb 
.on bis daar parent, wbipb 1 9ball neyer £^rgetj lumed 
'With fury on his per^^outor, wham be b^at with bi^ 
)«ringa with all tb«. sjireagtb be b^ds but it wa9 in 
vain to contend with a being so much more powerful 
jthAD hn^^elf ; and, in sj^ite of all bin exettions^ he 
wa» conveyed to this pl^op. 

Put come, let us pick up a little refresbmeju, and 
tben return tp the orchard. Saying this, he alighted 
on the ground, a3 did his mate sund her family, wbdr^ 
they met witb a plentiful repast in the proyiaiona 
which had been accidentally acatteried by the person 
whose employment it was to bring food for the ia^ 
hmbitants of the meaagery . When thej^ had • auSU 
de^dy regaled themaft}yes« all p&rties gladly returned 
to die nest, and erery heart rejoiced in die passes-r 
SIGH of lUaertyand peace. 

CHAPTER XXV. 

. Foa three iSi^cc^ft^iye 4^y9 ^ptbiag re;aar)uibl^ 
l»p»PW4 ^*th»F *t Mr. Ben#on'^ or the Rejhr^ast?' 
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nest. The little family came to the breakfast tabid, ^ 
and Robm recovered from his accident, though not 
sufficiently to fly well; but Dicky, Ilapsy, and 
Pecksy, continued so healthy, and improved so fast, 
that they required no further care i and the third 
morning after their tour to the groYe, &c. they did 
not commit the least error. When they retired from 
the parlour into the court-yard, to which Robin ac- 
companied them, the father expressed great delight 
that they were at length able to shift for themselves. 

And now a wonderiul change took place in his own 
heart. That ardent affection for his young, which 
had hitherto made him, for their sakes, patient of 
toil, and fearless of danger, was on a sudden 
quenched : but from the goodness of his disposition, 
he still felt a kind solicitude for their future welfare ; 
and calling them around him, he thus addressed 
them : 

You must be. sensible, my dear young ones, that, 
from the time you left the egg-shell till the present 
instant, both your mother and I. have nourished you 
with the tenderest lore. We hare taught you all the 
arts of life which are neeesctary to procure your sub- 
sistence, and preserve you from danger. We have 
shewn you a variety of characters in the different 
classes of birds, and pointed out those which are to 
be shunned. You must now shift for yourselves : 
but, before we part, let me repeat my admonition, to 
use industry, avoi4 contention, cultivate peace, and 
be contented with your condition. Let none of your 
own species excel you in any amiable quality, for 
want of your endeavours to equal the best; and do 
your duty in every relation of life, as we have done 
ours by you. To the gay scenes of levity and diss!* 
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pation prefer a calm retirement^ for there is the 
greatest degree of happiness to be foimd. You, 
Robin, I would advise, on account of your infirmity, 
to attach yourself to the family where you have been 
so kindly cherished. 

Whilst he thus spake, his mate stood by ; who^ 
finding the same change beginning to take place in 
her own breast, she viewed her young ones with 
tender regret: and, when he ceased, cried out. 
Adieu, ye dear objects of my late cares knd solidr 
tude ! may ye never more stand in need of a mo- 
ther's assistance ! Though nature now dismisses me 
from the arduous task which I have long daily per- 
formed, I rejoice not, but would gladly continue my 
toil, for the sake of its attendant pleasures. O ! de- 
lightful sentiments of maternal love, how can I part 
with you ? Let me^ my nestlings, give you a la9t 
embrace. Then, spreading her wings, she folded 
them successively to her bosom, and instantly re- 
covered her tranquillity. 

Each young one expressed his grateful thanks to 
both father and mother, and with these acknowledg- 
ments filial affection expired in their breasts ; instead 
of which a respectful friendship succeeded. Thus 
was that tender tie dissolved, which had hitherto 
bound thb little family together ; for the parents had 
performed their duty, and the young ones had no 
need of further assistance. 

The old Redbreasts, having now only themselves to 
provide for, resolved to be no longer burthensome 
to their benefactors ; and, after pouring forth their 
gratitude in the most lively strains, they took their 
flight together, resolving never to separate. Every 
care now vanished, and their little hearts felt no' 
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Bentinietats but those of cfaeerfulhefia and joy^i They 
tranged the fields and gapden8> sipped at the coqleat 
tspringsy and indulged themseWes in the pleasures of 
society, joining their cheerful notes vdth those of 
other gay choristers, which aniniate and heighten 
4he delightful scenes of mortal life. 

The first morning that the old Redbreasts were 
missing from Mrs. Benson's breakfast table, Frede<- 
i*iek and his sister were greatly alarmed for their 
safety ; but their mamma said she was of opinion 
that they had left their nestlings ; as it was the na* 
ture of animals in general to di6mi^s tbejir young Ad 
scon as they were able to provide for themselves. 
That is very strange, replied Miss Harriet : I won- 
der what would become of my brother and me, wer^ 
you and papa to serve us so ! 

And is II boy of six, or a girl of eleven years old 
capable of shifting for themselves ? saidhei: mt^miwi. 
No, jny dear child, you have need of a mucb longer 
continuance of your parentsVeare than btvds and 
other animals i and therefore God has ordained that 
parental affection, when once awakened, should al- 
ways remain in the human breast, unless extinguish* 
ed by the undutiful behaviour of a child. 

And shall we see the old Redbreasts no more 7 
«ried Frederick. I do not knpw that you will, re- 
plied Mrs. Benson, though it is not unlikely that 
they may visit us again in the winter; but let not 
their abisence grieve you, my love, for I dare say 
they are safe and happy. 

At that instant the young ones arrived, and met 
with a very joyful reception. The amusement they 
afforded to Master Benson reconciled him to the 
loss of their parents $ but Harriet declared she^ 
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could not kelp being sorry that they were gone. I 
ihaHj for the future^ mammsLy said she, take great 
notice of animals : for I have had much entertain** 
ment in observing the ways of these Robins. I 
highly approve your resohition^ my dear, said Mrs. 
Benson, and hope the occasional instruction I haiie 
at different times given you has fiimished you with 
general ideas respecting the proper treatmiei^ of 
animals. I will now inform you upon what pvincif- 
pfefi the mies of conduct I prescribe to myself on 
dnia subject are founded. 

I camber that the same almighty and good Cpod^ 
who created mankind^ made all other living crea* 
tures likewise ; anid appoksted them thar different 
ranks in the creation, that they might form toge* 
tker a community, receiving and conferring reei- 
|irocal benefits. 

'. There is no doubt but that the Ahnigbty design^ 
ed all beings fi>r happiness, proportionable to the 
faculties be has endued them with ; and whoever 
waiijtoiily destroys that happiness acts contrary to 
the will of his Maker. 

' The world we live in seems to have been priilci- 
pally dengned for the use and comfort of mankind^ 
who, by the divine appointment, have^ dominion 
crrer &e inferior creatures ^ in the exercise of which 
it ia certainly their duty to imitate the supreme Lord 
of the Unherse, by being merciful to the utmost of 
their power. They are endued with reason, which 
enables them to discover the different nature of 
birutes, the faculties they possess, and how they 
may be made serviceable in the world ; and as beasts 
caniiot appljr these faculties to their own use in so 
extensive a way, and numbers of them being unabb 
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to provide for tbeir own sustenance, are indebted to 
men for many of the necessaries of life, men have an 
' undoubted right to their labour in return. 

Several other kinds of animals* which are sus- 
tained at the expence of mankind, cannot labour for 
them ; from such they have a natural claim to what- 
ever they can supply towards the food and raiment 
of their benefactors ; and therefore* when we take 
the wool and milk of the flocks and herds* we take 
no more than our due* and what they can very well 
spare : as they seem to have an over-abundance 
given them* that they may be able to return their 
obligations to us. 

c Some creatures have nothing to give us but their 
own bodies : these have been expressly destined* by 
the supreme Governor, as food for mankind* and he 
has appointed an extraordinary increase of them for 
this very purpose; such an increase as would be 
very "^injurious to us if all were suf&red to live« 
These we have an undoubted right to kill; but 
should make their short -lives as comfortable as pos- 
sible. ' 

Other creatures seem to be of no particular use 
, to mankind* but as they serve to furnish our nund&f 
with contemplations* on the wisdom* power* and 
goodness of God* and to exhilarate our spirits by 
theiir cheerfulness* they should not be wantonly kill- 
ed* nor treated with the least degree of cruelty* but ' 
should be at full liberty to eiyoy the blessings as* 
ttgned them; unless they abound to such a degree 
as to become injurious* by devouring the food which 
is designed for man* or for animials more immedi- 
ately beneficial to him* whom it is his duty to pro- 
t^ctt . 
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Some animalsj such as wild beasts^ serpents^ &c. 
are in their natures ferocious/ noxious, or venomous^ 
and capable of injuring the health, or even of de- 
stroying the lives of men, and other creatures of a 
higher rank than themselves : these, if they leave 
the secret abodes which are allotted them, and be- 
come offensive, certainly may with justice be killed* 

In a word, my dear,, we should endeavour to re*' 
gulatc our regards according to the utility and ne* 
cessities of every living creature with which we are 
any^ways connected; and /sonsequentlyshould pre* 
fer the happiness o( mankind to that of any animal 
whatever. Next to these (who, being partakers of 
the same nature with ourselves, are more properly 
ovLvfeUow creatures) we should consider our cattle 
and domestic animals, and take care to supply every 
creature that is dependent on us with proper food» 
and keep it in its proper place : after their Wants are 
supplied, we should extend our benevolence and 
compassion as far as possible to the inferior rank of 
beings; and, if nothing further is in our power, 
should at least refrain from exercising cruelties on 
tlvem. For my own part, I never willingly put to 
death, or cause to be put to death, any creature, but 
when there is a real necessity for it ; and have my 
food dressed in a plain manner, that no more lives 
may be sacrificed for me than nature requires for my^ 
subsistence in that way which Gon has allotted me. 
But I fear I have tired you with my long lecture, so 
will now dismiss you. 

While Mrs. Benson was giving these instructions 
to her daughter, Frederick diverted himself with the 
young Robins, who, having no kind parents now to 
admonish tbeqi, xxi^A^ a longer visit than usHal : so 
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thiU; ]!iiK9. Be«sox^ would hsLne beea obliged to diive 
tbem away, b^d. not Pecksy, on seeuig hei> move 
from her seat, recollected tbat sbe and her l^otbev 
ajid sister bad been guilty of an iaifiropciety ; she 
tb^efore reminded them that they should no longer 
intrude^ md led tbe way out at the window ; tiie 
others followed ber, and Mrs^ Benson gave peTmi&« 
si<m to her childreii to take their morning's waHc be- 
f<H?e they began their lesaoms* 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

A3 the old Robins, who were tho hero ^nd he- 
roine of my tale, are Qiade happy, i^ U time for me to 
put 9J9 end to it : but my young readers wUl doubt- 
less wish to koow the sequel of the history ; I shall 
therefore inform thei9 of it in a9 few words as po^i- 
bk. 

Miss Harriet followed be^ mamms^'s preempts apd 
€a^9iples, and grew up an universal beneftwtres^ to 
all p^ople> and all creatures^ with whom sh^ was aj^ 
ways connected. 

Frederick was educated upon the same plan, ai^d 
Iraa never known to be cruel to ani^ials, ox to. tf§at 
tbem with an improper degree of fpndnesa : he w^s 
ako remarkable for his benevolence, so as to deserve 
wd obtain the character ofsk^opT> man. 

Miss Lucy Jeukins w$^s quite reforn^d by Mrs. 
Benson's lecture^ and her friend's example ^ but b^ 
brother continued his practice of exercising harb%^- 
ties on a variety of unfortunate animals, till he vent 
to school ; where, having no opportunity of doiogso* 
be gratified his malignant disposition on his school- 
fellows, mi siitde it bis diversion to pull their hfdr. 
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and pinch and lease the younger boys ; -and^ by the 
time he became a man, had so hardened his hea¥t, 
that no kind of distress affected him, nor did he car^ 
for any person but himself; consequently he was dfe- 
8pise4 by all withl^hom he biad any intercourse. Ih 
this manner he lived fofr some years : at length, as ht 
was inhumanly beating and spui^fi^g a fine horse, 
ftierely because it did not go a faster pace than it 
was able to do, the poor creature, in its efforts to 
evade his blows, threw his barbarous rider, who was 
killed on the spot. 

Farmer Wilson's prosperity increased with every 
succeeding year; and he acquired a plentiful for- 
tune, with which he gare portions to each of his 
children, as opportunities offered for settling them in 
the world : and he and his wife lived to a good old 
age, beloved and respected by all who knew them. 

Mrs. Addis lost her parrot by the disorder with 
which it was attfiicked while Mrs. Benson M'^as visit- 
ing at the house ; and before she had recovered the 
shock of this misfortune, as she called it, her grief 
was renewed by the death of an old lap-dog. Abotit 
a year afterwards her monkey escaped to the top of 
the house, from whence he fell and brok'i his neck. 
The favourite cat went mad, and was obliged to be 
killed. In short, by a series of calamities, all her 
dear darlings were successively destroyed. She 
supplied their places with new favourites, which gave 
her a deal of fatigue and trouble. 

In the rtiean while her children grew tip; and, 
-having experienced no tenderness from her, they 
scarcely knew they had a mamtna ; nor did those whb 
had the care of their education inculcate that her 
want of affection dfirfwo^ cancel their duty; they there- 
fore treated her with the titmost neglect, and she hW 
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no friend left. In her old age^ when she was no 
longer capable of amusing herself with cats, dogs, 
parrots^ and monkies, she became sensible of her 
errors^ and wished for the comforts which other pa- 
rents enjoyed ; but it was now too late, and she ended 
her days in sorrow and regret. 

This unfortunate lady had tenderness enough in 
her disposition for all the purposes of humaiiity ; and, 
had she placed it on proper objects, agreeably to 
Mrs. Benson's rule, she might have been, like her, a 
good wife, mother, friend, and mistress, consequently 
respectable and happy. But, when a child, Mrs. 
Addis was (under an idea of making her tender 
hearted) permitted to lavish immoderate fondness on 
animals, the care of which engrossed her whole at- 
tention, and greatly interrupted her education ; so 
that, instead of studying natuval history, and other 
useful things, her tune was taken up with pampering 
and attending upon animals, which she considered 
as the most important business in life. 

Her children fell into faults of a different nature. 
Miss Addis being, as I observed in a former part of 
this history, left to the care of servants, grew up with 
very contracted notions. Amongst other prejudices, 
she imbibed that of being afraid of spiders, frogs, 
and other harmless things; and, having been bitten 
by the monkey when it escaped, as I before related, 
and terrified by the cat when it went mad, she ex- 
tended her fears to every kind of creature, and could 
not take a walk in the fields, or even in the street, 
virithout a thousand apprehensions. And at last her 
constitution, which, from bad nursing, had become 
very delicate, was still more weakened by her conti- 
nual apprehensions; and a rat happening to run 
across the path, as she was walking, she fell into fits. 
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which. afflicted he^ at intervals, during the remain- 
der pf her life. 

Master Addis, as soon as he became sensible of 
his mother's foible, conceived an inveterate hatred 
to animals in general, which he regarded as his ene* 
mies ; and thought he was avenging his own cause 
when he treated any with barbarity* Cats and dogs^ 
in particular, he singled out as the objects of his re- 
venge, because he considered them as his mother*'^ 
greatest favourites ; and many a one fell an innocent 
victim to his mistaken ideas. 

The parent Redbreasts visited their kind benefac- 
tors the next winter ; but, as they were flying along 
one day, they saw some crumbs of bread, which had 
been scattered by Miss Lucy Jenkins, who (as I ob- 
served before) had adopted the sentiments of her 
friend, in respect to compassion to animals, ai^d re« 
solved to imitate her in every excellence. The Red- 
breasts gratefully picked up the crumbs, and encou- 
raged by the gentle invitation of her looks, deter- 
mined to repeat their visits ; which they accordingly 
did, and found such an ample supply, that they % 
thought it more advisable to go to her with their 
next brood, than to be burthensome to their old 
benefactors, who had a great number of pensioners 
to support : but Master and Miss Benson had fre- 
quently the pleasure of seeing them, and knew them 
from all their species by several particularities, which 
so long an acquaintance had given them the oppor- 
tunity of observing. 

Robin, in pursuance of his father's advice, and 
agreeably to his own inclinations, attieiched himself 
to Mr. Benson's family, where he was an exceeding 
great favourite. He had before, under the conduct 
of his parents, made frequent excursions into the 
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gatdeti, and ims, by their direction, toabled to get* 
up into trees, but his wing never recdyeared snJt&r 
dieivlly to enable him to take long flights ; however, 
he found faisiself at liberty to do as he pleased ; and^ 
"^dsmng the summer months, he commonly passed 
most of bis time abroad, and rioosted in trees, but 
visited the tea-table every morning ; and there he 
astially met his sister Pecksy, who took up her abode 
in the orchard, where she enjo3red the friendship of 
tefT father and mother. Dicky and Flapsy, who 
thought their company too grave flew giddily ab^it 
together. In a short time they were l)oth caught in 
a trap-cage, tod put into the aviary, which Didcy 
once longed to inhabit. Here they were at first very 
miserable ; but, after a while, recollecting their good 
parents' advice, and the example of the linnets and 
pheasants, they at length reconciled themselves to 
their lot, and each met with a mate with whom they 
lived tolerably happy. 

From the foregoing examples, I hope my young 
readers will select the best for their own imitation, 
aiid take warning by the rest, otherwise, my iFabu- 
lous Histories have beeni written in vain. 

Happy would it be for the animal creation, if every 
human being, like good Mrs. Benson, consulted the 
welfare of inferior cn^atures, and neither spoiled them 
by indulgence, nor injured them by tyranny ! Happy 
would mankind be, if every one, like her, acted in 
conformity to the will of their Maker ; by cultivating 
in their own minds, and those of their children, the 
divine principle q/'universal benevolence. 



HiE END. 
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